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Anyone who has even a passing acquaintance with Latin knows "Gallia est omnis
divisa in partes tres" ("All Gaul is divided into three parts"), the opening line of
De Bello Gallico, Julius Caesar's famous commentary on his campaigns against
the Gauls in the 50s BC. But what did Caesar intend to accomplish by writing
and publishing his commentaries, how did he go about it, and what potentially
unforeseen consequences did his writing have? These are the questions that
Andrew Riggsby pursues in this fresh interpretation of one of the masterworks of
Latin prose.

Riggsby uses contemporary literary methods to examine the historical impact that
the commentaries had on the Roman reading public. In the first part of his study,
Riggsby considers how Caesar defined Roman identity and its relationship to
non-Roman others. He shows how Caesar opens up a possible vision of the
political future in which the distinction between Roman and non-Roman becomes
less important because of their joint submission to a Caesar-like leader. In the
second part, Riggsby analyzes Caesar's political self-fashioning and the potential
effects of his writing and publishing the Gallic War. He reveals how Caesar
presents himself as a subtly new kind of Roman general who deserves credit not
only for his own virtues, but for those of his soldiers as well. Riggsby uses case
studies of key topics (spatial representation, ethnography, virtus and technology,
genre, and the just war), augmented by more synthetic discussions that bring in
evidence from other Roman and Greek texts, to offer a broad picture of the
themes of national identity and Caesar's self-presentation.
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Riggsby uses contemporary literary methods to examine the historical impact that the commentaries had on
the Roman reading public. In the first part of his study, Riggsby considers how Caesar defined Roman
identity and its relationship to non-Roman others. He shows how Caesar opens up a possible vision of the
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Editorial Review

About the Author
Andrew M. Riggsby is Associate Professor of Classics at the University of Texas at Austin.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Cheryl Stone:

What do you ponder on book? It is just for students since they are still students or this for all people in the
world, exactly what the best subject for that? Just you can be answered for that problem above. Every person
has various personality and hobby for each and every other. Don't to be obligated someone or something that
they don't need do that. You must know how great as well as important the book Caesar in Gaul and Rome:
War in Words. All type of book can you see on many sources. You can look for the internet resources or
other social media.

Debra Riggs:

Information is provisions for folks to get better life, information these days can get by anyone on
everywhere. The information can be a understanding or any news even a problem. What people must be
consider whenever those information which is inside the former life are hard to be find than now is taking
seriously which one is suitable to believe or which one the resource are convinced. If you obtain the unstable
resource then you have it as your main information you will have huge disadvantage for you. All of those
possibilities will not happen with you if you take Caesar in Gaul and Rome: War in Words as the daily
resource information.

Theresa Frost:

Are you kind of busy person, only have 10 or perhaps 15 minute in your day time to upgrading your mind
expertise or thinking skill even analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book when
compared with can satisfy your short time to read it because this all time you only find publication that need
more time to be learn. Caesar in Gaul and Rome: War in Words can be your answer because it can be read by
a person who have those short spare time problems.

Sunny Lopez:

You will get this Caesar in Gaul and Rome: War in Words by go to the bookstore or Mall. Merely viewing or
reviewing it can to be your solve problem if you get difficulties for your knowledge. Kinds of this reserve are
various. Not only by simply written or printed but can you enjoy this book simply by e-book. In the modern
era just like now, you just looking by your local mobile phone and searching what your problem. Right now,



choose your current ways to get more information about your e-book. It is most important to arrange yourself
to make your knowledge are still revise. Let's try to choose proper ways for you.
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