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Three thousand years of Chinese history in an accessible and authoritative single
volume.

Despite the recent rise of China to a position of dominance on the world
economic stage, Chinese history remains an elusive subject. Yet it is this vast
narrative of appalling loss, superhuman endeavour and incredible invention that
has made China the superpower it is today. From the dawn of legend to the
succession of great dynasties, from Confucius to Chairman Mao and from the
clamour of revolution to the lure of slick capitalism, John Keay takes the reader
on a sweeping tour through Chinese history. This is a definitive and
indispensable account of a country set to play a major part in our future.
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Editorial Review

Review

Library Journal
“Without sacrificing substance for brevity, Keay manages to illustrate China’s history very much as a
narrative... Readers already interested in, or wishing newly to embark upon, Chinese history will adore this
book. Highly recommended.”

Philadelphia Inquirer
“China: A History marks a welcome advance… [Keay’s] touch is deft and faithful to the tenor of the debates,
especially those between archaeologists and literary scholars.”

Review
'There is no understanding China, present or future, without a sense of its past...Anybody fascinated by the
puzzle of what comes next for our frail, perplexed planet will find unexpected answers in this crisp, often
witty chronicle of amazements., Peter Preston, Observer 'Dynasties lead to world domination: John Keay's
forensic analysis of China's history makes the world of the ancient emperors strikingly modern and relevant.'
Observer 'As John Keay,s ambitious new book makes clear...China,s history is intoxicatingly interesting and
is sure to keep us on the edge of our geopolitical seats., Independent on Sunday 'Absorbingly readable.,
Independent 'An epic history of China...There,s no way of understanding China,s stirring future without a
sense of its awe-inspiring past., Traveller magazine

About the Author

John Keay, formerly a special correspondent for The Economist, contributes regularly to the Sunday
Telegraph, Times Higher Educational Supplement, and the Literary Review. The author of numerous books,
including the classic India: A History, he lives in Argyll, Scotland.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

James Shaw:

Nowadays reading books be than want or need but also turn into a life style. This reading habit give you lot
of advantages. The advantages you got of course the knowledge your information inside the book that
improve your knowledge and information. The data you get based on what kind of e-book you read, if you
want have more knowledge just go with education books but if you want truly feel happy read one together
with theme for entertaining for instance comic or novel. The particular China: A History is kind of book
which is giving the reader unforeseen experience.

Alexandra Sauer:

People live in this new time of lifestyle always aim to and must have the time or they will get lot of stress
from both everyday life and work. So , once we ask do people have time, we will say absolutely without a



doubt. People is human not a robot. Then we inquire again, what kind of activity are there when the spare
time coming to a person of course your answer will certainly unlimited right. Then ever try this one, reading
ebooks. It can be your alternative within spending your spare time, often the book you have read is actually
China: A History.

Alberto Turcotte:

Does one one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt when you are in the book store? Make an
effort to pick one book that you find out the inside because don't determine book by its deal with may doesn't
work this is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not while fantastic as in the outside
search likes. Maybe you answer could be China: A History why because the great cover that make you
consider concerning the content will not disappoint you actually. The inside or content is usually fantastic as
the outside as well as cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly assist you to pick up this book.

Linda Barefoot:

You can obtain this China: A History by visit the bookstore or Mall. Only viewing or reviewing it may to be
your solve problem if you get difficulties on your knowledge. Kinds of this book are various. Not only
simply by written or printed but also can you enjoy this book through e-book. In the modern era like now,
you just looking by your mobile phone and searching what your problem. Right now, choose your own ways
to get more information about your publication. It is most important to arrange you to ultimately make your
knowledge are still change. Let's try to choose right ways for you.
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