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A Realistic Guide to the Marriage You’ve Always Dreamed Of

Is your relationship with your spouse far from the union you’d hoped it would
be? John and Stasi Eldredge know about the realities of marriage—and they
know why it’s so important to take hold of the dreams you once had and see God
fulfill them.
 
In this eight-week devotional, John and Stasi will guide you and your spouse to
see God’s heart for your marriage more clearly. This life-changing guide includes
new insights, encouraging Scriptures, and practical exercises that will help you
develop a personal plan for a vibrant marriage.
 
As John and Stasi write, “We learn to love moment by moment. Day by day.
Week by week. Our marriages grow and become what God intended and what we
ultimately long for in the same way. We are, all of us, learning to love.”

From the Hardcover edition.
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Excerpt. © Reprinted by permission. All rights reserved.
INTRODUCTION

Our lives are lived moment by moment, in increments we can actually handle. Our marriages are lived the
same way. Not anniversary to anniversary or even month to month, but daily—in the ordinary ins and outs of
time. The choices we make in the moments create the lives we enjoy—or don’t. Thus, a love and war
devotional. This devotional is a tool for you, for your marriage. We invite you to walk alongside us for eight
weeks—five days a week—and dive deeper into the tangible realities of your marriage. We’ll focus on
Scripture and the heart of God and the heart that he placed in you and the heart he has placed in your spouse. 
   The journey of our lives is a journey of transformation. We are here to learn how to love. How do we
learn? Moment by moment. Day by day. Week by week. Our marriages grow and become what God
intended and what we ultimately long for in the same way. We are all of us learning to love. 
   Let’s learn together.

DAY 1: Romance Meets Reality

We love because he first loved us.
 —1 JOHN 4:19

   We probably ought to just start here: marriage is fabulously hard.
   Maybe that’s an odd way to begin, but it is true, and everybody who’s been married knows this, though
years into marriage it still catches us off guard, all of us. And newly married couples, when they discover
how hard it is, seem genuinely surprised. Shocked and disheartened by the fact. Are we doing something
wrong? Did I marry the right person? The wonders that lure us into marriage—romance, love, passion, sex,
longing, companionship—sometimes seem so far from the actual reality of married life that we wind up
fearing we’ve made a colossal mistake, caught the wrong bus, missed our flight. And so the hardness of
marriage can also come as something of an embarrassment.
   Or maybe it’s just us. Don’t you feel embarrassed to admit how hard your marriage is?
   Yep. This is everyone. We might as well come out and admit it.
   The sooner we get that shame off our backs, the sooner we’ll find our way through. Of course marriage is
hard. In fact, if you look back at the first marriage, that fairy-tale start in Genesis, you see that Adam and Eve
had a pretty rough go at it. And they didn’t even have parents to screw them up as children or friends giving
them ridiculous advice. The fall of man seems to come during the honeymoon or shortly thereafter. (And
how many honeymoon stories seem to reenact that little drama?) They hit rough water as soon as they set
sail. This is the story of the first marriage, and it’s a bit sobering.
   But it also gives us some encouragement. It’s normal for marriage to be hard. Even the best of marriages.



   And God is in that.
   In order to have the life we want, the life we are made for, and the marriage we long for, we need God.
That’s a very good thing! Because without him, nothing is as it should be. With him, all things are possible.
Yes, marriage can be extremely hard. But that is not a reason to despair. Nor is it the final truth. There are
seasons in marriage—in every relationship. Marriage is meant to be wonderful, and most of the time it is.
Though it’s sometimes so hard, think of the difficulty as a doorway. A doorway to all the more Jesus has for
us in himself ! There is hope!

Dear God, as I begin this study, I offer up this time for your purposes. Please help me draw closer to your
heart and deepen my marriage in every good way. Sometimes it is very hard. Even painful. I invite you into
that as well. Have your way with me, with my spouse, and with our marriage. We need you. I am looking to
you. In Jesus’ mighty name, amen.

Not only so, but we also rejoice in our sufferings, because we know that suffering produces perseverance;
perseverance, character; and character, hope. And hope does not disappoint us, because God has poured out
his love into our hearts by the Holy Spirit, whom he has given us. (Romans 5:3–5)

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Wendy Brame:

In this 21st centuries, people become competitive in every way. By being competitive right now, people have
do something to make these survives, being in the middle of typically the crowded place and notice simply
by surrounding. One thing that occasionally many people have underestimated that for a while is reading.
Yes, by reading a e-book your ability to survive enhance then having chance to remain than other is high. In
your case who want to start reading the book, we give you this Love and War Devotional for Couples: The
Eight-Week Adventure That Will Help You Find the Marriage You Always Dreamed Of book as starter and
daily reading e-book. Why, because this book is usually more than just a book.

Sharon Hardin:

The publication with title Love and War Devotional for Couples: The Eight-Week Adventure That Will Help
You Find the Marriage You Always Dreamed Of includes a lot of information that you can learn it. You can
get a lot of profit after read this book. This particular book exist new know-how the information that exist in
this e-book represented the condition of the world today. That is important to yo7u to know how the
improvement of the world. This book will bring you inside new era of the syndication. You can read the e-
book on your own smart phone, so you can read this anywhere you want.

Donald Link:

Love and War Devotional for Couples: The Eight-Week Adventure That Will Help You Find the Marriage
You Always Dreamed Of can be one of your beginner books that are good idea. We recommend that straight
away because this reserve has good vocabulary that could increase your knowledge in terminology, easy to
understand, bit entertaining however delivering the information. The copy writer giving his/her effort that
will put every word into satisfaction arrangement in writing Love and War Devotional for Couples: The



Eight-Week Adventure That Will Help You Find the Marriage You Always Dreamed Of but doesn't forget
the main stage, giving the reader the hottest and based confirm resource facts that maybe you can be one
among it. This great information could drawn you into fresh stage of crucial pondering.

Beverlee Guthrie:

In this age globalization it is important to someone to find information. The information will make
professionals understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the information
quicker to share. You can find a lot of references to get information example: internet, paper, book, and soon.
You will see that now, a lot of publisher in which print many kinds of book. Typically the book that
recommended to you is Love and War Devotional for Couples: The Eight-Week Adventure That Will Help
You Find the Marriage You Always Dreamed Of this reserve consist a lot of the information with the
condition of this world now. This book was represented so why is the world has grown up. The words styles
that writer use for explain it is easy to understand. The actual writer made some investigation when he makes
this book. Honestly, that is why this book suited all of you.
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