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Is culture simply a more or less set text we can learn to read? Since the early
1970s, the notion of culture-as-text has animated anthropologists and other
analysts of culture. Michael Silverstein and Greg Urban present this stunning
collection of cutting-edge ethnographies arguing that the divide between fleeting
discursive practice and formed text is a constructed one, and that the
constructional process reveals "culture" to those who can interpret it.

Eleven original essays of "natural history" range in focus from nuptial poetry of
insult among Wolof griots to case-based teaching methods in first-year law-
school classrooms. Stage by stage, they give an idea of the cultural processes of
"entextualization" and "contextualization" of discourse that they so richly
illustrate. The contributors' varied backgrounds include anthropology, psychiatry,
education, literary criticism, and law, making this collection invaluable not only
to anthropologists and linguists, but to all analysts of culture.
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Is culture simply a more or less set text we can learn to read? Since the early 1970s, the notion of culture-as-
text has animated anthropologists and other analysts of culture. Michael Silverstein and Greg Urban present
this stunning collection of cutting-edge ethnographies arguing that the divide between fleeting discursive
practice and formed text is a constructed one, and that the constructional process reveals "culture" to those
who can interpret it.

Eleven original essays of "natural history" range in focus from nuptial poetry of insult among Wolof griots to
case-based teaching methods in first-year law-school classrooms. Stage by stage, they give an idea of the
cultural processes of "entextualization" and "contextualization" of discourse that they so richly illustrate. The
contributors' varied backgrounds include anthropology, psychiatry, education, literary criticism, and law,
making this collection invaluable not only to anthropologists and linguists, but to all analysts of culture.
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Editorial Review

About the Author

Michael Silverstein is the Samuel N. Harper Professor in the Departments of Anthropology, Linguistics, and
Psychology at the University of Chicago. Greg Urban is professor of anthropology at the University of
Pennsylvania.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Nick Jansen:

Do you considered one of people who can't read pleasant if the sentence chained in the straightway, hold on
guys this kind of aren't like that. This Natural Histories of Discourse book is readable through you who hate
the straight word style. You will find the facts here are arrange for enjoyable examining experience without
leaving even decrease the knowledge that want to give to you. The writer involving Natural Histories of
Discourse content conveys objective easily to understand by most people. The printed and e-book are not
different in the content material but it just different such as it. So , do you nevertheless thinking Natural
Histories of Discourse is not loveable to be your top listing reading book?

Martha Holt:

It is possible to spend your free time to read this book this publication. This Natural Histories of Discourse is
simple bringing you can read it in the playground, in the beach, train as well as soon. If you did not have
much space to bring the printed book, you can buy typically the e-book. It is make you much easier to read
it. You can save typically the book in your smart phone. Therefore there are a lot of benefits that you will get
when you buy this book.

Cliff Boyd:

Do you like reading a book? Confuse to looking for your preferred book? Or your book seemed to be rare?
Why so many concern for the book? But just about any people feel that they enjoy to get reading. Some
people likes examining, not only science book but also novel and Natural Histories of Discourse or maybe
others sources were given understanding for you. After you know how the great a book, you feel wish to read
more and more. Science reserve was created for teacher as well as students especially. Those books are
helping them to increase their knowledge. In various other case, beside science e-book, any other book likes
Natural Histories of Discourse to make your spare time more colorful. Many types of book like this one.

Alice Hille:

As a college student exactly feel bored for you to reading. If their teacher expected them to go to the library



as well as to make summary for some reserve, they are complained. Just minor students that has reading's
heart and soul or real their passion. They just do what the professor want, like asked to the library. They go
to right now there but nothing reading very seriously. Any students feel that reading is not important, boring
and also can't see colorful photographs on there. Yeah, it is to get complicated. Book is very important for
you personally. As we know that on this age, many ways to get whatever we wish. Likewise word says, ways
to reach Chinese's country. Therefore this Natural Histories of Discourse can make you really feel more
interested to read.
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