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Who ought to govern? Why should I obey the law? How should conflict be
controlled? What is the proper education for a citizen and a statesman? These
questions probe some of the deepest and most enduring problems that every
society confronts, regardless of time and place. Today we ask the same crucial
questions about law, authority, justice, and freedom that Plato, Aristotle,
Machiavelli, Hobbes, Locke, Rousseau, and Tocqueville faced in previous
centuries.

In this lively and enlightening book, Professor Steven B. Smith introduces the
wide terrain of political philosophy through the classic texts of the discipline.
Works by the greatest thinkers illuminate the permanent problems of political
life, Smith shows, and while we may not accept all their conclusions, it would be
a mistake to overlook the relevance of their insights.
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Editorial Review

About the Author

Steven B. Smith is Alfred Cowles Professor of Political Science, Yale University. His previous books
include the prize-winning Spinoza, Liberalism, and the Question of Jewish Identity and Spinoza's Book of
Life, both published by Yale University Press. He lives in New Haven, CT.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Rolanda Parker:

In other case, little persons like to read book Political Philosophy (The Open Yale Courses Series). You can
choose the best book if you love reading a book. Providing we know about how is important the book
Political Philosophy (The Open Yale Courses Series). You can add expertise and of course you can around
the world by the book. Absolutely right, mainly because from book you can know everything! From your
country right up until foreign or abroad you can be known. About simple factor until wonderful thing you
may know that. In this era, we could open a book as well as searching by internet product. It is called e-book.
You can utilize it when you feel fed up to go to the library. Let's learn.

Lula Estes:

Reading a book being new life style in this 12 months; every people loves to read a book. When you read a
book you can get a wide range of benefit. When you read textbooks, you can improve your knowledge, due
to the fact book has a lot of information upon it. The information that you will get depend on what sorts of
book that you have read. If you would like get information about your research, you can read education
books, but if you act like you want to entertain yourself look for a fiction books, this sort of us novel, comics,
along with soon. The Political Philosophy (The Open Yale Courses Series) provide you with new experience
in reading through a book.

Aaron Thomsen:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that question when you got college students? We believe that that
query was given by teacher for their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everyone has different hobby. And you
also know that little person including reading or as reading through become their hobby. You need to know
that reading is very important in addition to book as to be the factor. Book is important thing to include you
knowledge, except your personal teacher or lecturer. You find good news or update about something by
book. Amount types of books that can you go onto be your object. One of them is niagra Political Philosophy
(The Open Yale Courses Series).



William Luke:

Many people said that they feel weary when they reading a reserve. They are directly felt it when they get a
half regions of the book. You can choose the particular book Political Philosophy (The Open Yale Courses
Series) to make your own personal reading is interesting. Your current skill of reading expertise is
developing when you just like reading. Try to choose simple book to make you enjoy to read it and mingle
the feeling about book and reading especially. It is to be initial opinion for you to like to start a book and
read it. Beside that the book Political Philosophy (The Open Yale Courses Series) can to be your new friend
when you're truly feel alone and confuse with what must you're doing of that time.
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