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In this fascinating new interpretation of Cold War history, John Lewis Gaddis
focuses on how the United States and the Soviet Union have managed to get
through more than four decades of Cold War confrontation without going to war
with one another.
Using recently-declassified American and British documents, Gaddis argues that
the postwar international system has contained previously unsuspected elements
of stability. This provocative reassessment of contemporary history--particularly
as it relates to the current status of Soviet-American relations--will certainly
generate discussion, controversy, and important new perspectives on both past
and present aspects of the age in which we live.
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Editorial Review

From Library Journal
In this collection of essays, Gaddis raises some interesting and timely questions. How is it that we have
known four decades without a world war, when relations between the superpowers have been so tense?
Gaddis believes that historians of the next century may look back upon our era as one of general peace and
stability, despite the numerous conflicts . His explanations include nuclear deterrence and the fact that the
United States and Russia studiously avoid direct confrontation, by constructing walls, using the troops of
client states, or recognizing spheres of influence. This provocative and well-argued work is recommended.
Jeff Northrup, Birmingham P.L. Ala.
Copyright 1987 Reed Business Information, Inc.

Review
"Coherent, learned, well written--and a reminder of just how changeable are the passions kindled by nuclear
deterrence....[Gaddis is] an intelligent historian, and he combines theoretical reflection with a deep
knowledge of the massive American archives....[These essays] constitute a unified
history of the Cold War."--The New York Times Book Review

"With his customary insight and care, John Gaddis gives us important and illuminating essays that deepen
and alter our understanding of Soviet-American relations."--Robert Jervis, Institute of War and Peace
Studies, Columbia University

"A sophisticated addition to the Cold War literature."--Booklist

"Gaddis raises some interesting and timely questions....Provocative and well-argued."--Library Journal

"A fresh slant on the history of the Cold War."--Cultural Information Service

"Gaddis writes superbly well, no mean task when mixing narrative, analysis, personal reflection and
advocacy....He asks questions that go to the heart of the matter; he offers subtle, skeptical answers clearly
open to continuing debate."--The Washington Post Book World

"Few are more qualified to analyze the "long peace" than John Lewis Gaddis....[He makes] a case for the
relative stability of the international order. In so doing, he offers an interpretation as insightful as it is
provocative."--St. Petersburg Times

"A distinguished historian of post-1945 international relations presents eight substantial, thoroughly
researched essays on the overall theme of the war the United States and the Soviet Union have managed to
avoid with each other."--Foreign Affairs

"A collection of well-wrought and insightful essays."--The New Republic

"Together, these essays...form a comprehensive and perceptive statement that scholars and politicians alike
ought not to ignore."--American Studies International

About the Author



John Lewis Gaddis, Distinguished Professor of History at Ohio University, is the author of The United
States and the Origins of the Cold War and Strategies of Containment: A Critical Appraisal of Postwar
American National Security Policy.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Ryan Pearson:

Hey guys, do you wishes to finds a new book to study? May be the book with the subject The Long Peace:
Inquiries Into the History of the Cold War suitable to you? Often the book was written by popular writer in
this era. The particular book untitled The Long Peace: Inquiries Into the History of the Cold Waris the one of
several books in which everyone read now. This book was inspired lots of people in the world. When you
read this guide you will enter the new dimensions that you ever know before. The author explained their plan
in the simple way, and so all of people can easily to know the core of this guide. This book will give you a
large amount of information about this world now. To help you see the represented of the world on this book.

Manuel Britton:

Reading a guide can be one of a lot of exercise that everyone in the world enjoys. Do you like reading book
therefore. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoy it. First reading a publication will give you a lot of
new data. When you read a e-book you will get new information simply because book is one of many ways
to share the information as well as their idea. Second, reading through a book will make an individual more
imaginative. When you examining a book especially fictional book the author will bring one to imagine the
story how the character types do it anything. Third, you may share your knowledge to other people. When
you read this The Long Peace: Inquiries Into the History of the Cold War, you may tells your family, friends
and also soon about yours reserve. Your knowledge can inspire different ones, make them reading a reserve.

Billy Anderson:

Playing with family in the park, coming to see the ocean world or hanging out with good friends is thing that
usually you will have done when you have spare time, and then why you don't try point that really opposite
from that. One activity that make you not feeling tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you
have been ride on and with addition of information. Even you love The Long Peace: Inquiries Into the
History of the Cold War, you are able to enjoy both. It is fine combination right, you still want to miss it?
What kind of hangout type is it? Oh come on its mind hangout men. What? Still don't have it, oh come on its
referred to as reading friends.

Wendy Lambert:

Reading a book for being new life style in this yr; every people loves to study a book. When you go through
a book you can get a great deal of benefit. When you read guides, you can improve your knowledge, because
book has a lot of information in it. The information that you will get depend on what kinds of book that you
have read. If you need to get information about your study, you can read education books, but if you act like



you want to entertain yourself you can read a fiction books, this kind of us novel, comics, and soon. The The
Long Peace: Inquiries Into the History of the Cold War provide you with new experience in looking at a
book.
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