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Ever since 1821, when he died at age fifty-one on the forlorn and windswept
island of St. Helena, Napoleon Bonaparte has been remembered as either demi-
god or devil incarnate. In The Rise of Napoleon Bonaparte, the first volume of a
two-volume cradle-to-grave biography, Robert Asprey instead treats him as a
human being. Asprey tells this fascinating, tragic tale in lush narrative detail. The
Rise of Napoleon Bonaparte is an exciting, recklessthrill ride as Asprey charts
Napoleon's vertiginous ascent to fame and the height of power. Here is Napoleon
as he was-not saint, not sinner, but a man dedicated to and ultimately devoured
by hisvision of himself, his empire, and his world.
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Ever since 1821, when he died at age fifty-one on the forlorn and windswept island of St. Helena, Napoleon
Bonaparte has been remembered as either demi-god or devil incarnate. In The Rise of Napoleon Bonaparte,
the first volume of atwo-volume cradle-to-grave biography, Robert Asprey instead treats him as a human
being. Asprey tells this fascinating, tragic tale in lush narrative detail. The Rise of Napoleon Bonaparte is an
exciting, reckless thrill ride as Asprey charts Napoleon's vertiginous ascent to fame and the height of power.
Here is Napoleon as he was-not saint, not sinner, but a man dedicated to and ultimately devoured by his
vision of himself, his empire, and his world.
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly

Asprey, aformer marine officer and military historian (Frederick the Great), has produced the first volume of
a new two-volume biography of a man who was not only one of the greatest generalsin history, but also
instrumental in the formation of modern Europe. Covering the period from Napoleon's birth in 1769 to his
brilliant victory at Austerlitz in 1805, Asprey charts his subject’s rise through military school and his path
through the treacherous byways of the French Revolution. Though there is atendency in the earlier portions
of this book to reduce the Revolution to areign of terror, making it difficult to explain why Napoleon would
have been such afervent follower of the radical Jacobins, Asprey generally provides clear explanations of
the political environment in which Napoleon acted. The story of the campaign in Italy that brought the young
general hisfirst fameiswell told in its military, political and diplomatic aspects, and Asprey's fascinating
account of the campaign in Egypt is particularly valuable. Here the author corrects misconceptions of
Napoleon's actions, such as the notorious "abandonment” of the French army in Egypt. The military aspects
of the story tend to overwhelm the narrative in the final chapters, and a summary chapter would have been
helpful. But the chapters are bite-sized, and the text is easy, so this book should find awide readership
among those who enjoy biography, history and military history. Illus. (Dec.)

Copyright 2000 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Booklist

It is not easy to write an objective biography about a historical giant like Napoleon. His admirers hail his
military genius and his indispensable role in destroying the tottering ancien regime throughout western
Europe. His detractors emphasize his fatal conceit, his contempt for those who did not share his vision, and
his perversion of republican ideals for his own aggrandizement. Asprey is a marine veteran and military
historian. However, in thisfirst installment of a projected two-volume biography, Asprey concentrates as
much on Napoleon's personality development as he does on his military exploits. Asprey is clearly fascinated
by his subject, but he reveals Napoleon to be a remarkable but deeply flawed man. Both his arrogance and
his deviousness are evident here, but so are his extraordinary talents, including an uncanny ability to
understand and to connect with the concerns of ordinary soldiers. Thisis a superbly written and exciting
chronicle of therise of ahistorical figure who remains a fascinating, compelling enigma. Jay Freeman
Copyright © American Library Association. All rights reserved

Review
"A superbly written and exciting chronicle of the rise of a historical figure that remains a fascinating,
compelling enigma." -- -Booklist

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Patricia Rodrigue:

Nowadays reading books be alittle more than want or need but aso be alife style. This reading routine give
you lot of advantages. The benefits you got of course the knowledge the rest of the information inside the
book in which improve your knowledge and information. The information you get based on what kind of
reserve you read, if you want get more knowledge just go with training books but if you want experience
happy read one together with theme for entertaining including comic or novel. Typically the The Rise Of


http://localhost/gp/feature.html/?docId=1000027801

Napoleon Bonaparte is kind of book which is giving the reader unforeseen experience.

James Rogers:

The e-book with title The Rise Of Napoleon Bonaparte posesses a lot of information that you can find out it.
You can get alot of advantage after read this book. This particular book exist new knowledge the
information that exist in this reserve represented the condition of the world at this point. That isimportant to
yo7u to learn how the improvement of the world. This book will bring you in new era of the the positive
effect. You can read the e-book with your smart phone, so you can read the item anywhere you want.

Danny Saleem:

Y our reading sixth sense will not betray a person, why because this The Rise Of Napoleon Bonaparte book
written by well-known writer who knows well how to make book that can be understand by anyone who all
read the book. Written in good manner for you, dripping every ideas and creating skill only for eliminate
your hunger then you still uncertainty The Rise Of Napoleon Bonaparte as good book not simply by the
cover but aso with the content. Thisis one e-book that can break don't evaluate book by its deal with, so do
you still needing a different sixth sense to pick that!? Oh come on your studying sixth sense already said so
why you have to listening to a different sixth sense.

Joseph Rankins:

Do you like reading a publication? Confuse to looking for your best book? Or your book has been rare? Why
so many problem for the book? But any people feel that they enjoy to get reading. Some people likes
studying, not only science book but in addition novel and The Rise Of Napoleon Bonaparte or maybe others
sources were given information for you. After you know how the great a book, you feel wish to read more
and more. Science publication was created for teacher or students especially. Those guides are helping them
to increase their knowledge. In different case, beside science reserve, any other book likes The Rise Of
Napoleon Bonaparte to make your spare time more colorful. Many types of book like here.
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