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In his 1970 classic The Omni-Americans, Albert Murray (1916–2013) took aim at
protest writers and social scientists who accentuated the “pathology” of race in
American life. Against narratives of marginalization and victimhood, Murray
argued that black art and culture, particularly jazz and blues, stand at the
very headwaters of the American mainstream, and that much of what is best in
American art embodies the “blues-hero tradition”— a heritage of grace, wit, and
inspired improvisation in the face of adversity. Murray went on to refine these
ideas in The Blue Devils of Nada and From the Briarpatch File, and all three
landmark collections of essays are gathered here for the first time, together with
Murray’s memoir South to a Very Old Place, his brilliant lecture series The Hero
and the Blues, his masterpiece of jazz criticism Stomping the Blues, and eight
previously uncollected pieces.
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Editorial Review

Review
"Albert Murray's best nonfiction has been gathered in a plump and welcome volume from the Library of
America. . . . His writing about racism can prickle your skin. . . . To paraphrase Murray's praise of Ellison's
Invisible Man, reading this book is like watching someone take a 12-bar blues song and score it for a full
orchestra." — Dwight Garner, The New York Times

About the Author
Henry Louis Gates Jr., co-editor, is the Alphonse Fletcher University Professor and Director of
the Hutchins Center for African and African American Research at Harvard University. Emmy
Award–winning filmmaker, literary scholar, journalist, cultural critic, and institution builder, Gates has
authored or coauthored twenty-one books and created fifteen documentary films. He is the editor of two
other volumes in the Library of America series, Frederick Douglass: Autobiographies and, with William L.
Andrews, Slave Narratives.

Paul Devlin, co-editor, teaches English at the U.S. Merchant Marine Academy and has published essays and
criticism in many periodicals. He is the editor of Murray Talks Music: Albert Murray on Jazz and
Blues (2016) and Rifftide: The Life and Opinions of Papa Jo Jones, as told to Albert Murray (2011), a
finalist for the Jazz Journalists Association’s book award.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Douglas Barlow:

Book is to be different for each and every grade. Book for children until eventually adult are different
content. As it is known to us that book is very important for us. The book Albert Murray: Collected Essays &
Memoirs: The Omni-Americans / South to a Very Old Place / The Hero and the Blues / Stomping the Blues /
The Blue Devils of Nada (The Library of America) ended up being making you to know about other
information and of course you can take more information. It is very advantages for you. The publication
Albert Murray: Collected Essays & Memoirs: The Omni-Americans / South to a Very Old Place / The Hero
and the Blues / Stomping the Blues / The Blue Devils of Nada (The Library of America) is not only giving
you a lot more new information but also to become your friend when you experience bored. You can spend
your personal spend time to read your e-book. Try to make relationship with the book Albert Murray:
Collected Essays & Memoirs: The Omni-Americans / South to a Very Old Place / The Hero and the Blues /
Stomping the Blues / The Blue Devils of Nada (The Library of America). You never feel lose out for
everything when you read some books.

Geneva Richardson:

Reading a e-book can be one of a lot of activity that everyone in the world really likes. Do you like reading
book thus. There are a lot of reasons why people like it. First reading a guide will give you a lot of new data.



When you read a reserve you will get new information since book is one of many ways to share the
information or maybe their idea. Second, looking at a book will make you actually more imaginative. When
you reading a book especially fiction book the author will bring you to definitely imagine the story how the
personas do it anything. Third, you may share your knowledge to others. When you read this Albert Murray:
Collected Essays & Memoirs: The Omni-Americans / South to a Very Old Place / The Hero and the Blues /
Stomping the Blues / The Blue Devils of Nada (The Library of America), you can tells your family, friends
and soon about yours reserve. Your knowledge can inspire the mediocre, make them reading a book.

Judy Williams:

Many people spending their period by playing outside with friends, fun activity along with family or just
watching TV all day long. You can have new activity to pay your whole day by looking at a book. Ugh, you
think reading a book really can hard because you have to accept the book everywhere? It all right you can
have the e-book, getting everywhere you want in your Smartphone. Like Albert Murray: Collected Essays &
Memoirs: The Omni-Americans / South to a Very Old Place / The Hero and the Blues / Stomping the Blues /
The Blue Devils of Nada (The Library of America) which is getting the e-book version. So , why not try out
this book? Let's notice.

Lee Wing:

A lot of book has printed but it differs from the others. You can get it by world wide web on social media.
You can choose the very best book for you, science, amusing, novel, or whatever simply by searching from
it. It is referred to as of book Albert Murray: Collected Essays & Memoirs: The Omni-Americans / South to
a Very Old Place / The Hero and the Blues / Stomping the Blues / The Blue Devils of Nada (The Library of
America). You can contribute your knowledge by it. Without departing the printed book, it can add your
knowledge and make a person happier to read. It is most important that, you must aware about publication. It
can bring you from one location to other place.
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