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Hailed by critics and readers alike as Gunter Grass's best book since The Tin
Drum, Crabwalk is an engrossing account of the sinking of the Wilhelm Gustloff
and a critical meditation on Germany's struggle with its wartime memories.

The Gustloff, a German cruise ship turned refugee carrier, was attacked by a
Soviet submarine in January 1945. Some nine thousand people went down in the
Baltic Sea, making it the deadliest maritime disaster of al time. Born to an
unwed mother on alifeboat the night of the attack, Paul Pokriefke is a middle-
aged journalist trying to piece together the tragic events. For his teenage son,
who dabbles in the dark, far-right corners of the Internet, the Gustloff embodies
the denial of Germany's suffering. Crabwalk is at once a captivating tale of a
tragedy at sea and a fearless examination of the ways different generations of
Germans now view their past.
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Hailed by critics and readers alike as Glnter Grass's best book since The Tin Drum, Crabwalk is an
engrossing account of the sinking of the Wilhelm Gustloff and a critical meditation on Germany's struggle
with its wartime memories.

The Gustloff, a German cruise ship turned refugee carrier, was attacked by a Soviet submarine in January
1945. Some nine thousand people went down in the Baltic Sea, making it the deadliest maritime disaster of
all time. Born to an unwed mother on alifeboat the night of the attack, Paul Pokriefke is a middle-aged
journalist trying to piece together the tragic events. For his teenage son, who dabbles in the dark, far-right
corners of the Internet, the Gustloff embodies the denial of Germany's suffering. Crabwalk is at once a
captivating tale of atragedy at seaand a fearless examination of the ways different generations of Germans
now view their past.
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly

In anovel that has already attracted attention on both sides of the Atlantic, Nobelist Grass (Too Far Afield)
employs acompelling vehicle for his latest excursion into Germany's tortured past. The Wilhelm Gustlof f
was aNazi cruise ship refitted to rescue German refugees from the approaching Russian army in the waning
days of WWII. The vessel was torpedoed by a Russian sub in the Baltic Sea, resulting in the deaths of 9,000
people and becoming the largest maritime disaster of the 20th century. Grass's unlikely narrator is second-
rate journalist Paul Pokriefke, whose mother gave birth to him while the ship was collapsing. Pokriefke's
irreverent narrative, couched in colloquia language, moves back and forth through the history of the
incident, starting with the story of Gustloff, a Nazi functionary who was shot in 1936 by a Jewish medical
student named David Frankfurter. Grass also weaves in details about the Russian sub commander, Aleksandr
Marinesko, but the decidedly modern touch is the inclusion of Pokriefke's son, Konrad, an unbalanced loner
who becomes deeply involved with the Web site dedicated to commemorating Gustloff's "martyrdom" and
the vessel Hitler named after him. Though the elliptical narration and multiple subplots intentionally impede
dramatic momentum, thisis one of Grass's most accessible novels, and the closing chapters about the rescue
of Pokriefke's mother are simply riveting. Thefinal irony isthe fate of Konrad, who, in search of revenge,
goes after aman posing as Frankenfurter on the Web site. Grass has covered many of these issuesin earlier
novels, but this time he addresses the suffering of German civilians during and after the conflict. A writer
who refuses to avert his eyes from unpleasant truths, he remains an eloquent explorer of his country's
troubled 20th-century history.

Copyright 2003 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Library Journal

In 1945, a Soviet submarine sunk the German refugee ship Wilhelm Gustoff, resulting in 9000 deaths-the
worst maritime disaster ever. Grass here reimagines not just the event but the consequences for postwar
Germany.

Copyright 2002 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Booklist

The latest novel by this Nobel laureate is a stunning work of historical fiction, centering on the worst
maritime disaster in history, the sinking of Wilhelm Gustloff on January 30, 1945, by a Soviet submarine.
Packed with more than 10,000 people, mostly refugees, only 1,238 survived the sinking. Grass narrator, a
journalist named Paul Pokriefke, isa survivor of that disaster--of sorts. His mother was on board and nine
months pregnant on that fateful day, and Paul was born soon after she was rescued. Because of his
connection with the disaster, Pokriefkeis hired to writeits history. While researching on the Internet,
Pokriefke discovers that his estranged teenage son is also interested in the disaster, spurred on by his
grandmother, whose postwar life was spent in East Germany, and by the rising skinhead movement. It is here
that fate overtakes the Pokriefke family. The ship's history and that of the Pokriefkesis too strongly
intertwined, and one tragedy leads to the next. Frank Caso

Copyright © American Library Association. All rights reserved

Users Review

From reader reviews:


http://localhost/gp/feature.html/?docId=1000027801

Ruth Williams:

Inside other case, little men and women like to read book Crabwalk. Y ou can choose the best book if you
appreciate reading a book. Aslong as we know about how isimportant some sort of book Crabwalk. You

can add know-how and of course you can around the world by the book. Absolutely right, due to the fact
from book you can understand everything! From your country until foreign or abroad you will find yourself
known. About simple matter until wonderful thing you are able to know that. In this era, we can open a book
aswell as searching by internet unit. It is called e-book. Y ou can utilize it when you fedl uninterested to go to
thelibrary. Let's read.

Douglas Stevens:

In this 21st hundred years, people become competitive in each and every way. By being competitive at this
point, people have do something to make them survives, being in the middle of the actual crowded place and
notice by means of surrounding. One thing that occasionally many people have underestimated it for awhile
isreading. Y es, by reading a book your ability to survive improve then having chance to stand than other is
high. To suit your needs who want to start reading some sort of book, we give you this particular Crabwalk
book as beginner and daily reading e-book. Why, because this book is usually more than just a book.

Arthur Pineda;

Nowadays reading books be than want or need but also work as alife style. This reading routine give you lot
of advantages. The advantages you got of course the knowledge the rest of the information inside the book
which improve your knowledge and information. The information you get based on what kind of reserve you
read, if you want have more knowledge just go with schooling books but if you want sense happy read one
with theme for entertaining such as comic or novel. Typically the Crabwalk iskind of publication whichis
giving the reader capricious experience.

Gary Wdlls:

The actual book Crabwalk has alot info on it. So when you check out this book you can get alot of benefit.
The book was written by the very famous author. The author makes some research previous to write this
book. That book very easy to read you will get the point easily after scanning this book.
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