| Don't Stop Thinking About the Music: The
- DON'T STOP THINKING - . - .

 ABOUT THE MUSIC Politics of Songs and Musicians in

' Presidential Campaigns

By Benjamin S. Schoening, Eric T. Kasper

‘ | BENJAMIN §. ;EII.EIIFI o ERICT. HS;‘EI:
Read Online ©

Don't Stop Thinking About the Music: The Palitics of Songs and Musicians
in Presidential Campaigns By Benjamin S. Schoening, Eric T. Kasper

Inthisinsightful, erudite history of presidential campaign music, musicol ogist
Benjamin Schoening and political scientist Eric Kasper explain how politicians
use music in American presidential campaigns to convey arange of political
messages. From “Follow Washington” to “I Like Ike” to “| Got a Crush on
Obama,” they describe the ways that song use by and for presidential candidates
has evolved, including the addition of lyrics to familiar songs, the current trend
of using existing popular music to connect with voters, and the rapid change of
music’s relationship to presidential campaigns due to Internet sites like Y ouTube,
JibJab, and Facebook. Readers are ultimately treated to an entertaining account
of American political development through popular music and the complex, two-
way relationship between music and presidential campaigns.
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In thisinsightful, erudite history of presidential campaign music, musicol ogist Benjamin Schoening and
political scientist Eric Kasper explain how politicians use music in American presidential campaignsto
convey arange of political messages. From “Follow Washington” to “I Like Ike” to “1 Got a Crush on
Obama,” they describe the ways that song use by and for presidentia candidates has evolved, including the
addition of lyricsto familiar songs, the current trend of using existing popular music to connect with voters,
and the rapid change of music’s relationship to presidential campaigns due to Internet sites like Y ouTube,
JibJab, and Facebook. Readers are ultimately treated to an entertaining account of American political
development through popular music and the complex, two-way relationship between music and presidential
campaigns.
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Editorial Review

Review

In exploring the history of presidential campaign songs, Schoening and Kasper (both, Univ. of Wisconsin,
Barron County) researched awide range of primary and secondary sources. Following the brief introduction
are eight chapters divided into three parts dealing with the "traditional era," the "mass media era,” and the
"popular music era." The authors begin with the earliest campaigns (1789), in which music was sparse. The
1840 campaign was the first to feature music, and campaign songs proliferated through the latter half of the
19th century and into the 20th. Campaigns increasingly used commercially produced pop songs after
midcentury. In discussing al this, the authors provide information on the candidates, details on changesin
technology (from songbooks to the Internet), and the words to many of the songs. Though third-party
presidential efforts, such as the Henry Wallace Progressive Party campaign (1948), are unfortunately
overlooked, there is an interesting discussion of the role of the Internet in the 21st century. Thereisavery
helpful, although selective, bibliography, which includes such important sources as Songs America Voted By,
comp. and ed. by Irwin Silber (1971). Summing Up: Recommended. L ower-division undergraduates
through faculty; genera readers. (CHOICE)

In this book, Benjamin Schoening and Eric Kasper capture the power of music in politics in ways that are
informative, engaging, illuminating, and (in some cases) inspiring. Combining their interests and expertise,
the authors explore identity forming national anthems from around the world, as well as the palitics of
censorship and dissent. The result is nothing less than a delightful success. Schoening and Kasper have
produced a book that will be enjoyed by scholars, students, and anyone interested in the soundtrack of our
political world. (Joseph J. Foy, University of Wisconsin Colleges)

Benjamin Schoening and Eric Kasper have written an important book on the use of music in American
presidential politics. Covering alot of history and alot of music, the book is must reading for those
interested in the rapidly expanding field of political musicology, especially relating to elections and voting.
(Courtney Brown, author of Politics in Music: Music and Political Transformation from Beethoven to Hip-
Hop)

Because music can have alarge impact on emotion, and emotion has a significant influence on political
decisions, this book is a necessary read for anyone who wants to more fully understand political messaging
and campaign poalitics. (Timothy M. Dale)

Schoening and Kasper offer an intriguing and thought provoking expose on the use (and misuse) of music to
further political ends. (Craig W. Hurst, University of Michigan, University of Wisconsin Waukesha)

Schoening and Kasper recount a fascinating history of presidential songs, from their tentative originsin the
campaigns of John Adams and Thomas Jefferson, through the major breakthrough in campaign marketing
achieved by William Henry Harrison in 1840, to the rancorous campaigns of the late 19" century and the
exuberant songsmithing of the vaudeville era. (Pasatiempo)

About the Author
Benjamin Schoening is Assistant Professor of Music at the University of Wisconsin-Barron County and
music director of the Red Cedar Choir in Rice Lake.



Eric T. Kasper is Assistant Professor of Palitical Science at the University of Wisconsin-Barron County and
the municipal judge in Rice Lake.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Charles English:

This Don't Stop Thinking About the Music: The Palitics of Songs and Musiciansin Presidential Campaigns
book is absolutely not ordinary book, you have it then the world isin your hands. The benefit you have by
reading this book is definitely information inside this e-book incredible fresh, you will get info whichis
getting deeper you read alot of information you will get. This particular Don't Stop Thinking About the
Music: The Politics of Songs and Musiciansin Presidential Campaigns without we know teach the one who
looking at it become critical in pondering and analyzing. Don't become worry Don't Stop Thinking About the
Music: The Politics of Songs and Musiciansin Presidential Campaigns can bring when you are and not make
your bag space or bookshelves' turn into full because you can have it within your lovely laptop even
telephone. This Don't Stop Thinking About the Music: The Politics of Songs and Musiciansin Presidential
Campaigns having great arrangement in word along with layout, so you will not truly feel uninterested in
reading.

Jeffrey Richard:

The knowledge that you get from Don't Stop Thinking About the Music: The Politics of Songs and
Musiciansin Presidential Campaigns is a more deep you digging the information that hide into the words the
more you get enthusiastic about reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to be aware of but Don't
Stop Thinking About the Music: The Palitics of Songs and Musiciansin Presidential Campaigns giving you
thrill feeling of reading. The writer conveys their point in particular way that can be understood simply by
anyone who read the idea because the author of this book is well-known enough. That book also makes your
own personal vocabulary increase well. Thereforeit is easy to understand then can go to you, both in printed
or e-book style are available. We recommend you for having this specific Don't Stop Thinking About the
Music: The Politics of Songs and Musiciansin Presidential Campaigns instantly.

CharlesBaker:

The reserve untitled Don't Stop Thinking About the Music: The Politics of Songs and Musiciansin
Presidential Campaignsis the publication that recommended to you to read. Y ou can see the quality of the
book content that will be shown to an individual. The language that author use to explained their ideas are
easily to understand. The copy writer was did alot of research when write the book, therefore the
information that they share for you is absolutely accurate. Y ou also can get the e-book of Don't Stop
Thinking About the Music: The Palitics of Songs and Musiciansin Presidential Campaigns from the
publisher to make you more enjoy free time.



Michael Davis:

Beside this particular Don't Stop Thinking About the Music: The Politics of Songs and Musiciansin
Presidential Campaignsin your phone, it can give you away to get more close to the new knowledge or info.
The information and the knowledge you might got here is fresh from oven so don't be worry if you feel like
an outdated people live in narrow commune. It is good thing to have Don't Stop Thinking About the Music:
The Politics of Songs and Musicians in Presidential Campaigns because this book offers for your
requirements readabl e information. Do you often have book but you would not get what it's facts concerning.
Oh come on, that wil happen if you have this within your hand. The Enjoyable set up here cannot be
guestionable, similar to treasuring beautiful island. Techniques you still want to miss this? Find this book
and read it from right now!
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