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In 1726, an illiterate woman from Surrey named Mary Toft announced that she
had given birth to seventeen rabbits. Deceiving respected physicians and citizens
alike, she created a hoax that held England spellbound for months. In Imagining
Monsters, Dennis Todd tells the story of this bizarre incident and shows how it
illuminates eighteenth-century beliefs about the power of imagination and the
problems of personal identity.

Mary Toft's outrageous claim was accepted because of a common belief that the
imagination of a pregnant woman could deform her fetus, creating a monster
within her. Drawing on largely unexamined material from medicine, embryology,
philosophy, and popular "monster" exhibitions, Todd shows that such ideas about
monstrous births expressed a fear central to scientific, literary, and philosophical
thinking: that the imagination could transgress the barrier between mind and
body.

In his analysis of the Toft case, Todd exposes deep anxieties about the threat this
transgressive imagination posed to the idea of the self as stable, coherent, and
autonomous. Major works of Pope and Swift reveal that they, too, were
concerned with these issues, and Imagining Monsters provides detailed
discussions of Gulliver's Travels and The Dunciad illustrating how these writers
used images of monstrosity to explore the problematic nature of human identity.
It also includes a provocative analysis of Pope's later work that takes into account
his physical deformity and his need to defend himself in a society that linked a
deformed body with a deformed character.
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In 1726, an illiterate woman from Surrey named Mary Toft announced that she had given birth to seventeen
rabbits. Deceiving respected physicians and citizens alike, she created a hoax that held England spellbound
for months. In Imagining Monsters, Dennis Todd tells the story of this bizarre incident and shows how it
illuminates eighteenth-century beliefs about the power of imagination and the problems of personal identity.

Mary Toft's outrageous claim was accepted because of a common belief that the imagination of a pregnant
woman could deform her fetus, creating a monster within her. Drawing on largely unexamined material from
medicine, embryology, philosophy, and popular "monster" exhibitions, Todd shows that such ideas about
monstrous births expressed a fear central to scientific, literary, and philosophical thinking: that the
imagination could transgress the barrier between mind and body.

In his analysis of the Toft case, Todd exposes deep anxieties about the threat this transgressive imagination
posed to the idea of the self as stable, coherent, and autonomous. Major works of Pope and Swift reveal that
they, too, were concerned with these issues, and Imagining Monsters provides detailed discussions of
Gulliver's Travels and The Dunciad illustrating how these writers used images of monstrosity to explore the
problematic nature of human identity. It also includes a provocative analysis of Pope's later work that takes
into account his physical deformity and his need to defend himself in a society that linked a deformed body
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Editorial Review

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Carrie Freeman:

The book Imagining Monsters: Miscreations of the Self in Eighteenth-Century England gives you the sense
of being enjoy for your spare time. You can use to make your capable a lot more increase. Book can for
being your best friend when you getting anxiety or having big problem with your subject. If you can make
reading a book Imagining Monsters: Miscreations of the Self in Eighteenth-Century England to become your
habit, you can get more advantages, like add your capable, increase your knowledge about a number of or all
subjects. You could know everything if you like start and read a book Imagining Monsters: Miscreations of
the Self in Eighteenth-Century England. Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science e-book or
encyclopedia or some others. So , how do you think about this reserve?

Dorathy Byers:

Hey guys, do you really wants to finds a new book to read? May be the book with the name Imagining
Monsters: Miscreations of the Self in Eighteenth-Century England suitable to you? The book was written by
popular writer in this era. The book untitled Imagining Monsters: Miscreations of the Self in Eighteenth-
Century Englandis the main one of several books that will everyone read now. This book was inspired lots of
people in the world. When you read this guide you will enter the new dimensions that you ever know ahead
of. The author explained their concept in the simple way, therefore all of people can easily to understand the
core of this book. This book will give you a great deal of information about this world now. To help you to
see the represented of the world in this book.

Jacqueline Gore:

The particular book Imagining Monsters: Miscreations of the Self in Eighteenth-Century England will bring
someone to the new experience of reading a book. The author style to spell out the idea is very unique.
Should you try to find new book to read, this book very suitable to you. The book Imagining Monsters:
Miscreations of the Self in Eighteenth-Century England is much recommended to you to read. You can also
get the e-book through the official web site, so you can quicker to read the book.

Victor Elias:

A lot of publication has printed but it takes a different approach. You can get it by net on social media. You
can choose the best book for you, science, comedy, novel, or whatever by means of searching from it. It is
identified as of book Imagining Monsters: Miscreations of the Self in Eighteenth-Century England. You can



contribute your knowledge by it. Without causing the printed book, it may add your knowledge and make
you happier to read. It is most significant that, you must aware about publication. It can bring you from one
spot to other place.
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