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Apart from the headline-making politics, not much is known in the West about
the Korean people and their ancient culture. Yet those who visit Korea, whether
North or South, find a land of great interest. The Koreans, when not constrained
by politics or other considerations, are friendly and sociable, and the peninsula
has areas of outstanding natural beauty. The South’s cities, if not always
beautiful, are vibrant and alive. The North, while very different, is complex and
fascinating. The standoff between the two countries of the Korean Peninsula is a
legacy of the Cold War and a potential flashpoint for future conflict. Despite a
brief thaw in relations a few years ago, the Democratic People’s Republic of
Korea (DPRK) in the north, a secretive single-party socialist state with a
centralized industrial economy, conducted nuclear tests in 2006 and 2009. The
Republic of Korea (ROK) in the south meanwhile, a free market democracy, has
become a rising economic power, and in 2010 became the first former aid
recipient to join the OECD Development Assistance Committee. Much has
changed since the first edition of Culture Smart! Korea was published in 2005:
the North’s defiant development of its nuclear program, the end of the South’s
“Sunshine” or engagement policy in 2008, the opening up to US tourists by the
North in 2010, and the death of its leader Kim Jong Il in 2011 and the succession
of his youngest son, Kim Jong Un. This new, updated edition of Culture Smart!
Korea looks at the changing social and economic situation and provides real
insights into thinking and behavior in both countries. It indicates the pitfalls to
avoid, and introduces you to some of the many delights of the Korean peninsula.
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brief thaw in relations a few years ago, the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea (DPRK) in the north, a
secretive single-party socialist state with a centralized industrial economy, conducted nuclear tests in 2006
and 2009. The Republic of Korea (ROK) in the south meanwhile, a free market democracy, has become a
rising economic power, and in 2010 became the first former aid recipient to join the OECD Development
Assistance Committee. Much has changed since the first edition of Culture Smart! Korea was published in
2005: the North’s defiant development of its nuclear program, the end of the South’s “Sunshine” or
engagement policy in 2008, the opening up to US tourists by the North in 2010, and the death of its leader
Kim Jong Il in 2011 and the succession of his youngest son, Kim Jong Un. This new, updated edition of
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Editorial Review

Review
Culture Smart! has come to the rescue of hapless travellers, Sunday Times Travel - ...the perfect introduction
to the weird, wonderful and downright odd quirks and customs of various countries, Global Travel - ...full of
fascinating, as well as common sense,

About the Author

James Hoare spent over thirty years in the British Diplomatic Service, with postings to Seoul and Beijing. 
His last job was Chargé D’Affaires in Pyongyang, North Korea, where he established the British Embassy.
Since retirement, he has become a regular radio and television commentator on Korea, and he also teaches at
the School of Oriental and African Studies, London. He has written numerous books and articles about East
Asia, including Embassies in the East: The Story of the British and Their Embassies in China, Japan and
Korea from 1859 to the Present (1999), and, with his wife, Susan Pares, North Korea in the 21st Century: An
Interpretative Guide (2005).

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Brian Lowe:

In this 21st hundred years, people become competitive in every way. By being competitive today, people
have do something to make these people survives, being in the middle of the crowded place and notice by
simply surrounding. One thing that at times many people have underestimated it for a while is reading. Yes,
by reading a publication your ability to survive boost then having chance to stand than other is high. In your
case who want to start reading a new book, we give you that Korea - Culture Smart!: The Essential Guide to
Customs & Culture book as nice and daily reading reserve. Why, because this book is more than just a book.

Helen Woodyard:

Why? Because this Korea - Culture Smart!: The Essential Guide to Customs & Culture is an unordinary
book that the inside of the book waiting for you to snap it but latter it will distress you with the secret the
item inside. Reading this book adjacent to it was fantastic author who also write the book in such awesome
way makes the content within easier to understand, entertaining way but still convey the meaning
completely. So , it is good for you for not hesitating having this nowadays or you going to regret it. This
excellent book will give you a lot of benefits than the other book include such as help improving your
expertise and your critical thinking way. So , still want to hold off having that book? If I had been you I will
go to the publication store hurriedly.



Ericka McCall:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray you actually, why because this Korea - Culture Smart!: The Essential
Guide to Customs & Culture publication written by well-known writer who really knows well how to make
book which can be understand by anyone who have read the book. Written within good manner for you,
dripping every ideas and producing skill only for eliminate your current hunger then you still uncertainty
Korea - Culture Smart!: The Essential Guide to Customs & Culture as good book not merely by the cover but
also from the content. This is one reserve that can break don't evaluate book by its cover, so do you still
needing another sixth sense to pick this kind of!? Oh come on your reading sixth sense already alerted you so
why you have to listening to another sixth sense.

Ward Beaver:

This Korea - Culture Smart!: The Essential Guide to Customs & Culture is brand new way for you who has
curiosity to look for some information since it relief your hunger info. Getting deeper you into it getting
knowledge more you know or else you who still having little digest in reading this Korea - Culture Smart!:
The Essential Guide to Customs & Culture can be the light food for you personally because the information
inside this particular book is easy to get by simply anyone. These books create itself in the form which can
be reachable by anyone, yeah I mean in the e-book form. People who think that in guide form make them
feel drowsy even dizzy this e-book is the answer. So there is no in reading a book especially this one. You
can find actually looking for. It should be here for you actually. So , don't miss this! Just read this e-book
type for your better life as well as knowledge.
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