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Public Body is the third book in a trilogy dedicated to Marina Abramovic, and
presents the work ''Transitory Objects for Human and Non-Human Use.'' In this
work Abramovic built a series of transitory objects with the objective of
engendering active audience participation. Abramovic hit upon the idea while she
was walking along the Great Wall of China; she realized that it was the first time
that she was doing a performance without an audience. To transmit this
experience she constructed a series of objects: for ''human use,'' ''spiritual use,''
and ''use of power.'' These objects--made of iron, wood, minerals, pigs' blood,
and human hair--all ''contain a certain kind of energy,'' according to Abramovic.
She does not see these works as sculptures, but as ephemeral objects that trigger
public experiences through direct interaction. Whereas the first two books in the
trilogy, Performing Body and Artist Body, focused on the artist and her oeuvre,
Public Body flips the proverbial script, enacting a role reversal between artist and
audience. The book features an impassioned essay by Abramovic concerning her
thoughts on public performance and her recent trips to China, India, Japan, and
Brazil, as well as an interview with the artist by Germano Celant.
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Editorial Review

From Library Journal
This monograph begins with a lengthy interview between the artist and Celant (Piero Manzoni), senior
curator for contemporary art at the Guggenheim and the first to articulate the arte povera aesthetic. The
interview is the book's principal text, and it offers the reader a valuable interpretive anchor for the
subsequent catalog of works. But while the catalog shows the trajectory of Abramovic's career, the interview
is concerned mostly with her pieces from the 1990s to 2000, focused squarely on her later preoccupation
with the body, the shamanistic properties of her chosen materials, and their contribution to the work's
meaning. Absent from the discussion, for example, are her mid-1960s sound installations, as pictured in the
catalog. The catalog is organized to manifest the gradual change from Abramovic's demands on her own
body as a performance artist to her desire to engage the public in an experience. It contains color and black-
and-white double-spread images, which effectively communicate the power of the artist's distinctive lexis.
Because the images span her career, there will be some overlap with Artist Body: Performances 1969-1998
(Charta, 1998) and Performing Body (Charta, 1998), though this new volume does not replace these earlier
texts, given its special emphasis. Recommended for collections focusing on contemporary art. Savannah R.
Schroll, Smithsonian Inst. Libs., Washington, DC
Copyright 2001 Reed Business Information, Inc.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Bert Gomes:

Book will be written, printed, or created for everything. You can understand everything you want by a book.
Book has a different type. As it is known to us that book is important factor to bring us around the world.
Adjacent to that you can your reading ability was fluently. A e-book Marina Abramovic: Public Body will
make you to end up being smarter. You can feel much more confidence if you can know about every thing.
But some of you think which open or reading any book make you bored. It isn't make you fun. Why they are
often thought like that? Have you looking for best book or ideal book with you?

Robert Frye:

This Marina Abramovic: Public Body usually are reliable for you who want to be considered a successful
person, why. The reason why of this Marina Abramovic: Public Body can be one of several great books you
must have is actually giving you more than just simple looking at food but feed you with information that
probably will shock your earlier knowledge. This book will be handy, you can bring it all over the place and
whenever your conditions at e-book and printed kinds. Beside that this Marina Abramovic: Public Body
giving you an enormous of experience like rich vocabulary, giving you trial of critical thinking that could it
useful in your day activity. So , let's have it and enjoy reading.



Richard Nix:

As we know that book is vital thing to add our information for everything. By a book we can know
everything you want. A book is a group of written, printed, illustrated or perhaps blank sheet. Every year
ended up being exactly added. This publication Marina Abramovic: Public Body was filled concerning
science. Spend your time to add your knowledge about your research competence. Some people has various
feel when they reading a new book. If you know how big selling point of a book, you can feel enjoy to read a
book. In the modern era like currently, many ways to get book you wanted.

Selma McDaniel:

A lot of book has printed but it is unique. You can get it by web on social media. You can choose the best
book for you, science, comic, novel, or whatever by means of searching from it. It is identified as of book
Marina Abramovic: Public Body. You'll be able to your knowledge by it. Without causing the printed book,
it might add your knowledge and make anyone happier to read. It is most crucial that, you must aware about
reserve. It can bring you from one destination to other place.
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