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This book offers the first complete study of the origins of American intelligence
testing. It follows the life and work of Henry Herbert Goddard, America's first
intelligence tester and author of the famous American eugenics tract, The
Kallikak Family. The book traces the controversies surrounding Goddard's
efforts to bring Alfred Binet's tests of intelligence from France to America and to
introduce them into the basic institutions of American life--from hospitals to
classrooms to courtrooms. It shows how testers used their findings to address the
most pressing social and political questions of their day, including povery, crime,
prostitution, alcoholism, immigration restriction, and military preparedness. It
also explores the broader legacies of the testing movement by showing how
Goddard's ideas helped to reshape the very meaning of mental retardation,
special education, clinical psychology, and the "normal" mind in ways that would
be felt for the rest of the century.
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This book offers the first complete study of the origins of American intelligence testing. It follows the life
and work of Henry Herbert Goddard, America's first intelligence tester and author of the famous American
eugenics tract, The Kallikak Family. The book traces the controversies surrounding Goddard's efforts to
bring Alfred Binet's tests of intelligence from France to America and to introduce them into the basic
institutions of American life--from hospitals to classrooms to courtrooms. It shows how testers used their
findings to address the most pressing social and political questions of their day, including povery, crime,
prostitution, alcoholism, immigration restriction, and military preparedness. It also explores the broader
legacies of the testing movement by showing how Goddard's ideas helped to reshape the very meaning of
mental retardation, special education, clinical psychology, and the "normal" mind in ways that would be felt
for the rest of the century.
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Editorial Review

Review
"...[an] eminently fair-minded study...The resulting book is at once an illuminating biography that makes
Goddard an understandable if not always laudable human being, and an instructive social history of a major
episode in the development of American psychology." Contemporary Psychology

"...not only fascinating, but also essential for historians, psychologists, educators, and anyone interested in
issues regarding the measurement of intelligence. All levels." Choice

"The high standard of combined scholarship and readibility in the Cambridge Studies in the History of
Psychology is certainly sustained in this work, the ninth in the series." Journal of the History of the
Behavioral Sciences

"...Leila Zenderland's judiciously rendered presentation of Goddard and his context is one that is well worth
consideration by historians of science, for her detailed study challenges many common generalizations about
this area of early twentieth-century scientific activity....her study demonstrates that the curious cultural
foundations that have supported and intense interest in what constitutes the `normal' American mind over the
last several generations are worthy of greater attention." Katherine Pandora, Isis

"This is an exceptionally will researched and written book...The book is filled with novel and insightful ideas
that bring us much closer to appreciating the many forces that shaped both this highly interesting man and
how his attributes fit so well to help create the nascent field of clinical psychology as a mainstream
profession...it is highly recommended for any psychologist of sociologist interested in an exceptionally well-
researched and thought out historical study." Perceptual and Motor Skills

"Measuring Minds provides a detailed treatment of the life and work of Henry Herbert Goddard...The book
is thoroughly documented and well written." The Jrnl of American History

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Karen Imes:

Nowadays reading books become more and more than want or need but also be a life style. This reading
habit give you lot of advantages. The advantages you got of course the knowledge the particular information
inside the book that improve your knowledge and information. The info you get based on what kind of
publication you read, if you want drive more knowledge just go with knowledge books but if you want feel
happy read one with theme for entertaining for instance comic or novel. The Measuring Minds: Henry
Herbert Goddard and the Origins of American Intelligence Testing (Cambridge Studies in the History of
Psychology) is kind of e-book which is giving the reader unstable experience.



Cameron Trammell:

The reserve with title Measuring Minds: Henry Herbert Goddard and the Origins of American Intelligence
Testing (Cambridge Studies in the History of Psychology) includes a lot of information that you can
understand it. You can get a lot of benefit after read this book. This kind of book exist new understanding the
information that exist in this book represented the condition of the world today. That is important to yo7u to
find out how the improvement of the world. This specific book will bring you within new era of the the
positive effect. You can read the e-book on your smart phone, so you can read the item anywhere you want.

Jeffrey Barclay:

The particular book Measuring Minds: Henry Herbert Goddard and the Origins of American Intelligence
Testing (Cambridge Studies in the History of Psychology) has a lot info on it. So when you check out this
book you can get a lot of gain. The book was written by the very famous author. This articles author makes
some research just before write this book. That book very easy to read you can find the point easily after
perusing this book.

Fern Gooding:

Do you like reading a guide? Confuse to looking for your preferred book? Or your book has been rare? Why
so many concern for the book? But any kind of people feel that they enjoy regarding reading. Some people
likes reading, not only science book but novel and Measuring Minds: Henry Herbert Goddard and the
Origins of American Intelligence Testing (Cambridge Studies in the History of Psychology) or perhaps
others sources were given information for you. After you know how the truly great a book, you feel want to
read more and more. Science book was created for teacher as well as students especially. Those publications
are helping them to bring their knowledge. In various other case, beside science guide, any other book likes
Measuring Minds: Henry Herbert Goddard and the Origins of American Intelligence Testing (Cambridge
Studies in the History of Psychology) to make your spare time far more colorful. Many types of book like
here.
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