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The astonishing personal and political autobiography of Stokely Carmichael, the
legendary civil rights leader, Black Power architect, Pan-African activist, and
revolutionary thinker and organizer known as Kwame Ture.

Head of the Student Non-Violent Coordinating Committee. Honorary prime
minister of the Black Panther Party. Bestselling author. Stokely Carmichael
(Kwame Ture) is an American legend, one whose work as a civil rights leader
fundamentally altered the course of history—and our understanding of Pan-
Africanism today. Ready for Revolution recounts the extraordinary course of
Carmichael's life, from his Trinidadian youth to his consciousness-raising years
in Harlem to his rise as the patriarch of the Black Power movement.

In his own words, Carmichael tells the story of his fight for social justice with
candor, wit, and passion—and a cast of luminaries that includes James Baldwin,
Toni Morrison, Bayard Rustin, Martin Luther King, Jr., Rosa Parks, Malcolm X,
Ho Chi Minh, and Fidel Castro, among others. Carmichael's personal testimony
captures the pulse of the cultural upheavals that characterize the modern world.
This landmark, posthumously published autobiography reintroduces us to a man
whose love of freedom fueled his fight for revolution to the end.
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Editorial Review

Amazon.com Review
Stokely Carmichael (known as Kwame Ture later in his life) died before his autobiography, Ready for
Revolution: The Life and Struggles of Stokely Carmichael, could be completed, so much of the text was
stitched together from extensive taped sessions by his long-time friend, Ekwueme Michael Thelwell. What
remains is a sometimes uneven but always stirring record one of the most fascinating and controversial
figures of the Twentieth Century.

Carmichael was born in Trinidad, but his life as an activist began with his immersion in the Civil Rights
movement at the Bronx High School of Science and then Howard University in the 1950s and 60s. At
Howard he joined the Nonviolent Action Group (NAG) and later, the Student Nonviolent Coordinating
Committee (SNCC), through which he drove voter registration efforts in Mississippi and Alabama. Later, as
chairman of the SNCC he moved beyond the teachings of nonviolent resistance and forged the Black Power
movement, authoring one of its key documents, "Toward Black Liberation" with Thelwell. He became a
nationally recognized figure, reviled by leaders on both the left and the right for his apparent abandonment of
integration. Yet his vision for black self-determinism would empower a generation of African-American
artists, scholars, and leaders to embrace a new vision of African and African-American identity that is still
transforming black culture. Eventually, Carmichael settled in Guinea, where he became a member of the
ruling party and spent his later years promulgating his vision for Pan-African revolution.

In the introduction to Ready for Revolution, Thelwell admits that, in keeping the story faithful to the
recordings, he left it essentially a "first draft" of Carmichael's vision. Thelwell's intrusions in the text,
whether his own points or thoughts of others whom he interviewed are bracketed--while this formal approach
honors Carmichael's words, the passages are often distracting and would have been better left as endnotes.
Further, Thelwell seems to let Carmichael's original text stand where some pruning would have been
beneficial, notably in Carmichael's overly detailed recounting of his school days. That said, Thelwell has
done a great service to African-American studies by shepherding Carmichael's controversial, quirky, and
uncompromising autobiography into print. --Patrick O'Kelley

From Publishers Weekly
The firebrand civil rights leader who led the call for Black Power in the 1960s looks back on nearly five
decades of protests and freedom fighting in this passionate, posthumous autobiography. In collaboration with
his friend Thelwell (a professor of Afro-American studies at the University of Massachusetts), Carmichael,
who died in Guinea in 1998, traces his path from immigrant child of Trinidad to charismatic U.S. student
activist and unrepentant revolutionary. The story is told largely in Carmichael's own stylish, often
thunderous, first-person words and is named for the telephone greeting that the author used for much of his
life. It covers the full sweep of events that shaped Carmichael's life: his years at the elite Bronx High School
of Science and Howard University; summers spent registering black voters in Mississippi and Alabama;
personal encounters with such leaders as Martin Luther King, James Baldwin and Malcolm X; and his
sudden decision in 1969 to relocate to Africa and change his name to Kwame Ture. Carmichael also
addresses controversial issues that surrounded him as a young civil rights activist: his splits with the Student
Nonviolent Coordinating Committee (SNCC) and the Black Panthers, and reports of ideological struggles
with the pacifist King all "[u]tter, utter nonsense," he insists. While Carmichael's love for the African
community and its traditions are infectiously passionate, the book's singular perspective, despite being
intercut with other interviewees and sources, won't sustain every reader. The book is at its strongest when



Carmichael recounts powerful I-was-there anecdotes (most notably from his days as a SNCC organizer in
Mississippi) that civil rights historians will devour. At its best, this is a compelling portrait of a radical
thinker who radiated charisma and practiced revolution to the end.
Copyright © Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.

From Booklist
As a Freedom Rider, student movement organizer, Black Panther, and Pan-Africanist, Carmichael was an
extremely important figure in the civil rights movement. His legacy, however, has been marred by
accusations of misogyny and by those who interpret his black nationalism as antiwhite hostility. His
autobiography, published posthumously with the help (and illuminating commentary) of fellow activist
Thelwell, is a response to such charges and an attempt to define his legacy. It's also a fascinating read.
Carmichael's life story begins with the steel-drum-band soundtrack of his childhood in Trinidad and takes us
through the Bronx, politically charged Howard University, Mississippi jails, and the South Side of Chicago--
a where's where of the civil rights movement--before reaching Guinea, where he continued his Pan-African
efforts for 30 years until his death in 1998. Malcolm X, Fidel Castro, and Toni Morrison are described
reverently. Often whimsically conversational in tone, Carmichael emerges as a passionate humanist and
social revolutionary, determined to the end, yet less abrasive than his critics would have us believe. Brendan
Driscoll
Copyright © American Library Association. All rights reserved

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Jose Anderson:

In other case, little persons like to read book Ready for Revolution: The Life and Struggles of Stokely
Carmichael (Kwame Ture). You can choose the best book if you love reading a book. So long as we know
about how is important a book Ready for Revolution: The Life and Struggles of Stokely Carmichael (Kwame
Ture). You can add knowledge and of course you can around the world with a book. Absolutely right, simply
because from book you can understand everything! From your country till foreign or abroad you will find
yourself known. About simple point until wonderful thing you can know that. In this era, we can easily open
a book or maybe searching by internet product. It is called e-book. You can utilize it when you feel bored
stiff to go to the library. Let's read.

Steven Stockton:

Exactly why? Because this Ready for Revolution: The Life and Struggles of Stokely Carmichael (Kwame
Ture) is an unordinary book that the inside of the e-book waiting for you to snap it but latter it will surprise
you with the secret it inside. Reading this book close to it was fantastic author who have write the book in
such incredible way makes the content inside easier to understand, entertaining method but still convey the
meaning totally. So , it is good for you for not hesitating having this any longer or you going to regret it. This
unique book will give you a lot of benefits than the other book get such as help improving your skill and
your critical thinking approach. So , still want to postpone having that book? If I had been you I will go to
the guide store hurriedly.

http://localhost/gp/feature.html/?docId=1000027801


Kristy Taylor:

Do you have something that you want such as book? The e-book lovers usually prefer to decide on book like
comic, small story and the biggest you are novel. Now, why not attempting Ready for Revolution: The Life
and Struggles of Stokely Carmichael (Kwame Ture) that give your entertainment preference will be satisfied
by means of reading this book. Reading behavior all over the world can be said as the means for people to
know world a great deal better then how they react when it comes to the world. It can't be mentioned
constantly that reading practice only for the geeky man or woman but for all of you who wants to possibly be
success person. So , for all you who want to start reading as your good habit, you could pick Ready for
Revolution: The Life and Struggles of Stokely Carmichael (Kwame Ture) become your starter.

Paul Ring:

Reading a reserve make you to get more knowledge from that. You can take knowledge and information
from your book. Book is written or printed or created from each source in which filled update of news. In
this modern era like today, many ways to get information are available for you. From media social such as
newspaper, magazines, science e-book, encyclopedia, reference book, novel and comic. You can add your
knowledge by that book. Ready to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just in search of the Ready
for Revolution: The Life and Struggles of Stokely Carmichael (Kwame Ture) when you desired it?
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