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The al-female Takarazuka Revue is world-famous today for its rococo musical
productions, including gender-bending love stories, torridly romantic liaisonsin
foreign settings, and fanatically devoted fans. But that is only a small part of its
complicated and complicit performance history. In this sophisticated and
historically grounded analysis, anthropologist Jennifer Robertson draws from
over a decade of fieldwork and archival research to explore how the Revue
illuminates discourses of sexual politics, nationalism, imperialism, and popular
culture in twentieth-century Japan.

The Revue was founded in 1913 as a novel counterpart to the all-male Kabuki
theater. Tracing the contradictory meanings of Takarazuka productions over

time, with special attention to the World War |1 period, Robertson illuminates the
intricate web of relationships among managers, directors, actors, fans, and social
critics, whose clashes and compromises textured the theater and the wider society
in colorful and complex ways.

Using Takarazuka as a key to understanding the "logic" of everyday lifein Japan
and placing the Revue squarely in its own social, historical, and cultural context,
she challenges both the stereotypes of "the Japanese” and the Eurocentric notions
of gender performance and sexuality.
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The all-female Takarazuka Revue is world-famous today for its rococo musical productions, including
gender-bending love stories, torridly romantic liaisons in foreign settings, and fanatically devoted fans. But
that isonly asmall part of its complicated and complicit performance history. In this sophisticated and
historically grounded analysis, anthropologist Jennifer Robertson draws from over a decade of fieldwork and
archival research to explore how the Revue illuminates discourses of sexual politics, nationalism,
imperialism, and popular culture in twentieth-century Japan.

The Revue was founded in 1913 as anovel counterpart to the all-male Kabuki theater. Tracing the
contradictory meanings of Takarazuka productions over time, with special attention to the World War |1
period, Robertson illuminates the intricate web of relationships among managers, directors, actors, fans, and
social critics, whose clashes and compromises textured the theater and the wider society in colorful and
complex ways.

Using Takarazuka as a key to understanding the "logic" of everyday lifein Japan and placing the Revue
squarely in itsown social, historical, and cultural context, she challenges both the stereotypes of "the
Japanese”" and the Eurocentric notions of gender performance and sexuality.
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Editorial Review
From the Inside Flap

"Jennifer Robertson casts the Takarazuka Revue as a hybrid protagonist in her innovative and demystifying
analysis of sexual, social, and national order and disorder in twentieth-century Japan."—Carroll Smith-
Rosenberg, author of Disorderly Conduct: Visions of Gender in Victorian America

From the Back Cover

"Jennifer Robertson casts the Takarazuka Revue as a hybrid protagonist in her innovative and demystifying
analysis of sexual, social, and national order and disorder in twentieth-century Japan."--Carroll Smith-
Rosenberg, author of "Disorderly Conduct: Visions of Gender in Victorian America

About the Author

Jennifer Robertson is Professor of Anthropology at the University of Michigan, and author of Native and
Newcomer: Making and Remaking a Japanese City (California, 1991).

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Hubert Ray:

Have you spare time for just a day? What do you do when you have more or little spare time? That's why,
you can choose the suitable activity with regard to spend your time. Any person spent their very own spare
time to take a stroll, shopping, or went to the particular Mall. How about open as well as read a book called
Takarazuka: Sexual Politics and Popular Culture in Modern Japan? Maybe it is to get best activity for you.
Y ou know beside you can spend your time along with your favorite's book, you can more intelligent than
before. Do you agree with its opinion or you have different opinion?

L atoya Jones:

Takarazuka: Sexua Politics and Popular Culture in Modern Japan can be one of your beginning books that
are good idea. We recommend that straight away because this reserve has good vacabulary that will increase
your knowledge in vocabulary, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nevertheless delivering the
information. The author giving his’her effort to place every word into enjoyment arrangement in writing
Takarazuka: Sexual Politics and Popular Culture in Modern Japan although doesn't forget the main position,
giving the reader the hottest in addition to based confirm resource details that maybe you can be one among
it. This great information can certainly drawn you into fresh stage of crucial pondering.

Steve Franklin:

Aswe know that book is essential thing to add our expertise for everything. By a e-book we can know



everything we would like. A book is a set of written, printed, illustrated or blank sheet. Every year seemed to
be exactly added. This book Takarazuka: Sexual Politics and Popular Culture in Modern Japan wasfilled in
relation to science. Spend your time to add your knowledge about your scientific research competence. Some
people has distinct feel when they reading a book. If you know how big benefit of a book, you can really feel
enjoy to read a publication. In the modern eralike currently, many ways to get book you wanted.

Méellisa Holden:

Do you like reading a reserve? Confuse to looking for your preferred book? Or your book was rare? Why so
many concern for the book? But virtually any people feel that they enjoy regarding reading. Some people
likeslooking at, not only science book but novel and Takarazuka: Sexual Politics and Popular Culturein
Modern Japan or even others sources were given understanding for you. After you know how the truly
amazing a book, you feel would like to read more and more. Science publication was created for teacher as
well as students especially. Those books are helping them to add their knowledge. In various other case,
beside science publication, any other book likes Takarazuka: Sexual Politics and Popular Culture in Modern
Japan to make your spare time alot more colorful. Many types of book like this one.
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