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What would it be like to be privy to the mind of one of the twentieth century’s
greatest thinkers? John Gerassi had just this opportunity; as a child, his mother
and father were very close friends with Jean-Paul Sartre and Simone de
Beauvoir, and the couple became for him like surrogate parents. Authorized by
Sartre to write his biography, Gerassi conducted along series of interviews
between 1970 and 1974, which he has now edited to produce this revelatory and
breathtaking portrait of one of the world’s most famous intellectuals.

Through the interviews, with both their informalities and their tensions, Sartre’s
greater complexities emerge. In particular, we see Sartre wrestling with the
apparent contradiction between his views on freedom and the influence of social
conditions on our choices and actions. We also gain insight into his perspectives
on the Spanish Civil War, World War 11, and the disintegration of colonialism.

These conversations add an intimate dimension to Sartre’' s more abstract ideas.

With remarkable rigor and intensity, they also provide a clear lens through which
to view the major conflagrations of the past century.
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What would it be like to be privy to the mind of one of the twentieth century’ s greatest thinkers? John
Gerassi had just this opportunity; as a child, his mother and father were very close friends with Jean-Paull
Sartre and Simone de Beauvoir, and the couple became for him like surrogate parents. Authorized by Sartre
to write his biography, Gerassi conducted along series of interviews between 1970 and 1974, which he has
now edited to produce this revelatory and breathtaking portrait of one of the world’s most famous
intellectuals.

Through the interviews, with both their informalities and their tensions, Sartre’ s greater complexities
emerge. In particular, we see Sartre wrestling with the apparent contradiction between his views on freedom
and the influence of social conditions on our choices and actions. We also gain insight into his perspectives
on the Spanish Civil War, World War 1, and the disintegration of colonialism.

These conversations add an intimate dimension to Sartre’ s more abstract ideas. With remarkable rigor and
intensity, they also provide a clear lens through which to view the major conflagrations of the past century.
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly

With a decidedly political focus, these lively and candid conversations from the early 1970s between the
famed French philosopher and his godson are afascinating glimpse into Sartre's efforts to reconcile
existentialism with Maoism and his own increasingly revolutionary leanings. That Gerass (Jean-Paul
Sartre) is clearly on close personal terms with his subject is always apparent, and this alows for wonderfully
frank accounts of Sartre's childhood, various affairs and women, as well as asides about his drug use and
bizarre, recurring hallucinations of crabs. The author incessantly returns to political questions, examining
Sartre's various left-wing commitments, his views on Soviet Russia, Cuba, the I sragl-Palestine conflict, in
addition to the broader questions of how social conscience relates to art and whether a doctrine of absolute
individual freedom can be made compatible with Sartre's emphasis on collective action. This can make for
repetition and occasional tedium that could easily have been remedied by more disciplined editing and aless
ideologically strident framework. Still, as a document of both the thinker and the man, the volume paints a
revealing picture of arestless mind in profound engagement with the philosophical and political crises of its
time. (Dec.)

Copyright © Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.

Review

“Gerassi's conversations with Sartre are atreat, unprecedented in the voluminous Sartre archives. Thisisthe
unguarded Sartre; he forgets the tape recorder. We see it all—the voracious curiosity, political passion,
probing honesty, self-deprecating humor, and bragging machismo. Some of the greatest gems are his passing
comments. In between the lines we see into his soul.”—Hazel Rowley, author of Téte-a-Téte: Smone de
Beauvoir and Jean-Paul Sartre

(Hazel Rowley)

“Talking with Sartreislike no other interview book that I’ ve ever read. Sartre’ s genius and fire figure on
every page, often interwoven with the personal details that make hislife every bit asinteresting as his
writings. Gerassi’ s insightful and argumentative probing brings out the very best in Sartre. A masterpiece, an
absolute delight to read.” —

Bertell Ollman, New Y ork University
(Bertell Ollman)

About the Author

John Gerassi, currently professor of political science at Queens College, City University of New York, isthe
author of Jean-Paul Sartre: Hated Conscience of His Century.

Users Review

From reader reviews:



Joshua M endez;

Within other case, little people like to read book Talking with Sartre: Conversations and Debates. Y ou can
choose the best book if you want reading a book. Given that we know about how is important a book Talking
with Sartre: Conversations and Debates. Y ou can add understanding and of course you can around the world
by the book. Absolutely right, due to the fact from book you can understand everything! From your country
until foreign or abroad you can be known. About simple matter until wonderful thing you may know that. In
this era, you can open abook or even searching by internet unit. It is called e-book. Y ou may use it when you
feel uninterested to go to the library. Let's read.

Jerry Bates:

Reading a book to become new life style in thisyr; every people loves to examine a book. When you study a
book you can get alots of benefit. When you read books, you can improve your knowledge, since book has a
lot of information in it. The information that you will get depend on what forms of book that you have read.
If you wish to get information about your research, you can read education books, but if you want to
entertain yourself read afiction books, these us novel, comics, aswell as soon. The Taking with Sartre:
Conversations and Debates will give you a new experience in reading through a book.

Hector Medlin:

A lot of guide has printed but it differs. You can get it by net on social media. Y ou can choose the very best
book for you, science, witty, novel, or whatever by means of searching from it. It is called of book Talking
with Sartre: Conversations and Debates. Y ou can add your knowledge by it. Without departing the printed
book, it can add your knowledge and make you actually happier to read. It is most crucia that, you must
aware about book. It can bring you from one destination for a other place.

Wilda Baeza:

A number of people said that they feel weary when they reading a book. They are directly felt the item when
they get a half parts of the book. Y ou can choose typically the book Talking with Sartre: Conversations and
Debates to make your reading isinteresting. Y our own personal skill of reading proficiency is developing
when you similar to reading. Try to choose straightforward book to make you enjoy you just read it and
mingle the feeling about book and looking at especially. It isto be initialy opinion for you to like to wide
open abook and learn it. Beside that the publication Talking with Sartre: Conversations and Debates can to
be a newly purchased friend when you're redly feel alone and confuse with the information must you're
doing of thistime.
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