
The Arming of Europe and the Making of the
First World War (Princeton Studies in
International History and Politics)

By David G. Herrmann

The Arming of Europe and the Making of the First World War (Princeton
Studies in International History and Politics) By David G. Herrmann

David Herrmann's work is the most complete study to date of how land-based
military power influenced international affairs during the series of diplomatic
crises that led up to the First World War. Instead of emphasizing the naval arms
race, which has been extensively studied before, Herrmann draws on
documentary research in military and state archives in Germany, France, Austria,
England, and Italy to show the previously unexplored effects of changes in the
strength of the European armies during this period. Herrmann's work provides
not only a contribution to debates about the causes of the war but also an account
of how the European armies adopted the new weaponry of the twentieth century
in the decade before 1914, including quick-firing artillery, machine guns, motor
transport, and aircraft.

In a narrative account that runs from the beginning of a series of international
crises in 1904 until the outbreak of the war, Herrmann points to changes in the
balance of military power to explain why the war began in 1914, instead of at
some other time. Russia was incapable of waging a European war in the
aftermath of its defeat at the hands of Japan in 1904-5, but in 1912, when Russia
appeared to be regaining its capacity to fight, an unprecedented land-armaments
race began. Consequently, when the July crisis of 1914 developed, the
atmosphere of military competition made war a far more likely outcome than it
would have been a decade earlier.
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David Herrmann's work is the most complete study to date of how land-based military power influenced
international affairs during the series of diplomatic crises that led up to the First World War. Instead of
emphasizing the naval arms race, which has been extensively studied before, Herrmann draws on
documentary research in military and state archives in Germany, France, Austria, England, and Italy to show
the previously unexplored effects of changes in the strength of the European armies during this period.
Herrmann's work provides not only a contribution to debates about the causes of the war but also an account
of how the European armies adopted the new weaponry of the twentieth century in the decade before 1914,
including quick-firing artillery, machine guns, motor transport, and aircraft.

In a narrative account that runs from the beginning of a series of international crises in 1904 until the
outbreak of the war, Herrmann points to changes in the balance of military power to explain why the war
began in 1914, instead of at some other time. Russia was incapable of waging a European war in the
aftermath of its defeat at the hands of Japan in 1904-5, but in 1912, when Russia appeared to be regaining its
capacity to fight, an unprecedented land-armaments race began. Consequently, when the July crisis of 1914
developed, the atmosphere of military competition made war a far more likely outcome than it would have
been a decade earlier.
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly
Herrmann's cogent study reveals how the perceptions of comparative military strength affected strategic and
political planning among the Great Powers between 1904 and 1914, leading to a spiraling arms race. He
describes the development of European armies during the Bosnia-Herzegovina annexation crisis and the
Balkan wars (1912 and 1913); and he shows the increasingly vital importance of technological
advances?including the machine gun, deadlier artillery, the airplane, motor vehicles and the telephone?to
policymakers in Germany, Austria-Hungary, France, Great Britain, Russia and Italy. The balance of military
power, Herrmann contends, was so volatile by August 1914 that statesmen in Berlin and Vienna chose to
launch a "preventive war" before the coalition among France, Britain and Russia became invincible. His
scholarly analysis is a model of insight into crisis politics, war-drum diplomacy and the destabilizing effect
of an arms competition on international relations. Herrmann is assistant professor of history at Tulane
University. Illustrations.
Copyright 1995 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Scientific American
A valuable and longoverdue book.... It offers a far more nuanced and sophisticated understanding of military
organizations as they faced the calamity of the First World War. A firstrate piece of work.

Review
Winner of the 1996 Paul Birdsall Prize, American Historical Association

"Herrmann argues that the dynamic element which upset the European balance was the change in statesmen's
perceptions of the military strengths and weaknesses of their neighbors between 1904 and 1914....A good
book [that] draws on evidence from French, German, Austrian, Italian, and British archives."--David
French, The Times Literary Supplement

"A valuable and long-overdue book. . . . It offers a far more nuanced and sophisticated understanding of
military organizations as they faced the calamity of the First World War. A first-rate piece of work."--Eliot
A. Cohen, Foreign Affairs

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Rita Dubois:

Within other case, little men and women like to read book The Arming of Europe and the Making of the First
World War (Princeton Studies in International History and Politics). You can choose the best book if you
appreciate reading a book. Provided that we know about how is important any book The Arming of Europe
and the Making of the First World War (Princeton Studies in International History and Politics). You can add
know-how and of course you can around the world by a book. Absolutely right, because from book you can
learn everything! From your country until finally foreign or abroad you will be known. About simple thing
until wonderful thing you are able to know that. In this era, we can easily open a book or even searching by
internet device. It is called e-book. You may use it when you feel fed up to go to the library. Let's read.



Larry Hudgens:

Do you certainly one of people who can't read enjoyable if the sentence chained inside straightway, hold on
guys this particular aren't like that. This The Arming of Europe and the Making of the First World War
(Princeton Studies in International History and Politics) book is readable by simply you who hate the perfect
word style. You will find the information here are arrange for enjoyable looking at experience without
leaving actually decrease the knowledge that want to provide to you. The writer associated with The Arming
of Europe and the Making of the First World War (Princeton Studies in International History and Politics)
content conveys prospect easily to understand by lots of people. The printed and e-book are not different in
the articles but it just different as it. So , do you even now thinking The Arming of Europe and the Making of
the First World War (Princeton Studies in International History and Politics) is not loveable to be your top
record reading book?

Judy Turner:

The e-book untitled The Arming of Europe and the Making of the First World War (Princeton Studies in
International History and Politics) is the guide that recommended to you to study. You can see the quality of
the guide content that will be shown to an individual. The language that creator use to explained their way of
doing something is easily to understand. The author was did a lot of exploration when write the book, and so
the information that they share to your account is absolutely accurate. You also could get the e-book of The
Arming of Europe and the Making of the First World War (Princeton Studies in International History and
Politics) from the publisher to make you much more enjoy free time.

Lucille Davis:

As a pupil exactly feel bored to reading. If their teacher expected them to go to the library in order to make
summary for some guide, they are complained. Just little students that has reading's soul or real their passion.
They just do what the teacher want, like asked to go to the library. They go to generally there but nothing
reading critically. Any students feel that examining is not important, boring along with can't see colorful pics
on there. Yeah, it is being complicated. Book is very important in your case. As we know that on this period,
many ways to get whatever we would like. Likewise word says, many ways to reach Chinese's country. So ,
this The Arming of Europe and the Making of the First World War (Princeton Studies in International
History and Politics) can make you truly feel more interested to read.
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