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The first part of Dante's epic poem The Divine Comedy, revealing the eternal
punishment reserved for such sins as greed, self-deception, political double-
dealing and treachery

Describing Dante's descent into Hell midway through his life with Virgil as a
guide, Inferno depicts a cruel underworld in which desperate figures are
condemned to eternal damnation for committing one or more of seven deadly
sins. As he descends through nine concentric circles of increasingly agonising
torture, Dante encounters doomed souls including the pagan Aeneas, the liar
Odysseus, the suicide Cleopatra, and his own political enemies, damned for their
deceit. Led by leering demons, the poet must ultimately journey with Virgil to
the deepest level of all. Portraying a huge diversity of characters culminating in a
horrific vision of Satan, the Inferno broke new ground in the vigour of its
language and storytelling. It has had a particular influence on Modernist writers
and their successors throughout the world. Printed in English with facing pages
in Dante's Italian, this edition offers commentaries and notes on each canto by
Robert Kirkpatrick.

For more than seventy years, Penguin has been the leading publisher of classic
literature in the English-speaking world. With more than 1,700 titles, Penguin
Classics represents a global bookshelf of the best works throughout history and
across genres and disciplines. Readers trust the series to provide authoritative
texts enhanced by introductions and notes by distinguished scholars and
contemporary authors, as well as up-to-date translations by award-winning
translators.
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The first part of Dante's epic poem The Divine Comedy, revealing the eternal punishment reserved for
such sins as greed, self-deception, political double-dealing and treachery

Describing Dante's descent into Hell midway through his life with Virgil as a guide, Inferno depicts a cruel
underworld in which desperate figures are condemned to eternal damnation for committing one or more of
seven deadly sins. As he descends through nine concentric circles of increasingly agonising torture, Dante
encounters doomed souls including the pagan Aeneas, the liar Odysseus, the suicide Cleopatra, and his own
political enemies, damned for their deceit. Led by leering demons, the poet must ultimately journey with
Virgil to the deepest level of all. Portraying a huge diversity of characters culminating in a horrific vision of
Satan, the Inferno broke new ground in the vigour of its language and storytelling. It has had a particular
influence on Modernist writers and their successors throughout the world. Printed in English with facing
pages in Dante's Italian, this edition offers commentaries and notes on each canto by Robert Kirkpatrick.

For more than seventy years, Penguin has been the leading publisher of classic literature in the English-
speaking world. With more than 1,700 titles, Penguin Classics represents a global bookshelf of the best
works throughout history and across genres and disciplines. Readers trust the series to provide authoritative
texts enhanced by introductions and notes by distinguished scholars and contemporary authors, as well as
up-to-date translations by award-winning translators.
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Editorial Review

Review
"Kirkpatrick brings a more nuanced sense of the Italian and a more mediated appreciation of the poem's
construction than nearly all of his competitors. . . . There is much to recommend here-certainly the
intelligence, the energy, the linguistic range. . . . His introduction and canto-by-canto notes are remarkably
level and lucid, as attentive to structure as to syntax, language and motif, and deftly cross-reference the
whole poem. On their own, they would justify the price."
-The Times (London)

"We gain much from Kirkpatrick's fidelity to syntax and nuance, and from the fact that the Italian is on the
facing page for our inspection. . . . His introduction . . . tells you, very readably indeed, pretty much all you
need for a heightened appreciation of the work. . . . Kirkpatrick edges us, smoothly, into Dante's mind, and
shows just how and why his influence has seemed to grow with the passage of time. We even get a map of
trecento Italy (nestling against a map of hell). . . . If the Purgatorio and Paradiso are as good as this, then
English readers will, I hope, start familiarising themselves with the two-thirds of the work most never get
round to reading."
-Nicholas Lezard, The Guardian

"The perfect balance of tightness and colloquialism... likely to be the best modern version of Dante.
-Bernard O'Donoghue

"This version is the first to bring together poetry and scholarship in the very body of the translation-a deeply
informed version of Dante that is also a pleasure to read."
-Professor David Wallace, University of Pennsylvania

From the Back Cover
"The perfect balance of tightness and colloquialism... likely to be the best modern version of Dante.
—Bernard O’Donoghue

"This version is the first to bring together poetry and scholarship in the very body of the translation—a
deeply informed version of Dante that is also a pleasure to read."
—Professor David Wallace, University of Pennsylvania

About the Author
Dante Alighieri was born in 1265. Considered Italy's greatest poet, this scion of a Florentine family
mastered in the art of lyric poetry at an early age. His first major work is La Vita Nuova (1292) which is a
tribute to Beatrice Portinari, the great love of his life. Married to Gemma Donatic, Dante's political activism
resulted in his being exiled from Florence to eventually settle in Ravenna. It is believed that The Divine
Comedy-comprised of three canticles, The Inferno, The Purgatorio, and The Paradiso-was written between
1308 and 1320. Dante Alighieri died in 1321.

 Robin Kirkpatrick is a poet and widely-published Dante scholar. He has taught courses on Dante's Divine
Comedy in Hong Kong, Dublin, and Cambridge where he is Fellow of Robinson College and Professor of
Italian and English Literatures.



Users Review

From reader reviews:

Georgia Lopez:

The knowledge that you get from The Divine Comedy: Volume 1: Inferno (Pt. 1) (English and Italian
Edition) is a more deep you searching the information that hide within the words the more you get interested
in reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to know but The Divine Comedy: Volume 1: Inferno (Pt.
1) (English and Italian Edition) giving you enjoyment feeling of reading. The copy writer conveys their point
in certain way that can be understood simply by anyone who read that because the author of this e-book is
well-known enough. This particular book also makes your vocabulary increase well. So it is easy to
understand then can go with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We recommend you for
having that The Divine Comedy: Volume 1: Inferno (Pt. 1) (English and Italian Edition) instantly.

William Todaro:

This book untitled The Divine Comedy: Volume 1: Inferno (Pt. 1) (English and Italian Edition) to be one of
several books that best seller in this year, here is because when you read this book you can get a lot of benefit
onto it. You will easily to buy this book in the book store or you can order it by means of online. The
publisher of the book sells the e-book too. It makes you more easily to read this book, because you can read
this book in your Touch screen phone. So there is no reason to you to past this e-book from your list.

Ronald Stallings:

Is it an individual who having spare time subsequently spend it whole day by means of watching television
programs or just laying on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This The Divine Comedy: Volume
1: Inferno (Pt. 1) (English and Italian Edition) can be the solution, oh how comes? A fresh book you know.
You are thus out of date, spending your spare time by reading in this completely new era is common not a
geek activity. So what these guides have than the others?

Bradford Padgett:

As we know that book is significant thing to add our knowledge for everything. By a e-book we can know
everything we would like. A book is a list of written, printed, illustrated as well as blank sheet. Every year
ended up being exactly added. This book The Divine Comedy: Volume 1: Inferno (Pt. 1) (English and Italian
Edition) was filled concerning science. Spend your free time to add your knowledge about your technology
competence. Some people has various feel when they reading the book. If you know how big benefit from a
book, you can truly feel enjoy to read a reserve. In the modern era like now, many ways to get book which
you wanted.
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