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With the environmental crisis comes a crisis of the imagination, a need to find
new ways to understand nature and humanity's relation to it. Thisis the challenge
Lawrence Buell takes up in The Environmental Imagination, the most ambitious
study to date of how literature represents the natural environment. With
Thoreau's Walden as a touchstone, Buell gives us a far-reaching account of
environmental perception, the place of nature in the history of western thought,
and the consequences for literary scholarship of attempting to imagine amore
"ecocentric" way of being. In doing so, he provides a major new understanding of
Thoreau's achievement and, at the same time, a profound rethinking of our
literary and cultural reflections on nature.

The green tradition in American writing commands Buell's specia attention,
particularly environmental nonfiction from colonial timesto the present. In
works by writers from Crevecoeur to Wendell Berry, John Muir to Aldo Leopold,
Rachel Carsonto Ledlie Silko, Mary Austin to Edward Abbey, he examines
enduring environmenta themes such as the dream of relinquishment, the
personification of the nonhuman, an attentiveness to environmental cycles, a
devotion to place, and a prophetic awareness of possible ecocatastrophe. At the
center of this study we find an image of Walden as a quest for greater
environmental awareness, an impetus and guide for Buell as he develops a new
vision of environmental writing and seeks anew way of conceiving the relation
between human imagination and environmental actuality in the age of
industrialization. Intricate and challenging in its arguments, yet engagingly and
elegantly written, The Environmental Imagination is a major work of scholarship,
one that establishes a new basis for reading American nature writing.
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With the environmental crisis comes acrisis of the imagination, a need to find new ways to understand
nature and humanity's relation to it. Thisisthe challenge Lawrence Buell takes up in The Environmental
Imagination, the most ambitious study to date of how literature represents the natural environment. With
Thoreau's Walden as a touchstone, Buell gives us a far-reaching account of environmental perception, the
place of nature in the history of western thought, and the consequences for literary scholarship of attempting
to imagine amore "ecocentric" way of being. In doing so, he provides a major new understanding of
Thoreau's achievement and, at the same time, a profound rethinking of our literary and cultural reflections on
nature.

The green tradition in American writing commands Buell's specia attention, particularly environmental
nonfiction from colonial times to the present. In works by writers from Crevecoeur to Wendell Berry, John
Muir to Aldo Leopold, Rachel Carson to Ledlie Silko, Mary Austin to Edward Abbey, he examines enduring
environmental themes such as the dream of relinquishment, the personification of the nonhuman, an
attentiveness to environmental cycles, a devotion to place, and a prophetic awareness of possible
ecocatastrophe. At the center of this study we find an image of Walden as a quest for greater environmental
awareness, an impetus and guide for Buell as he develops a new vision of environmental writing and seeks a
new way of conceiving the relation between human imagination and environmental actuality in the age of
industrialization. Intricate and challenging in its arguments, yet engagingly and elegantly written, The
Environmental Imagination isamajor work of scholarship, one that establishes a new basis for reading
American nature writing.
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Editorial Review

Amazon.com Review

The best writing about nature, literary scholar Lawrence Buell suggests, has at its root an argument that
humans are accountable to the environment. In the American literary canon, the work that best demonstrates
thisthesisis Henry David Thoreau's classic Walden, a memoir celebrating at once the virtues of voluntary
simplicity and the quest for political liberty. It is from Walden that much contemporary writing about nature
derives, from the poems of the Kentucky farmer Wendell Berry to the back-to-the-land exhortations of
Edward Abbey and Annie Dillard. In this study, Buell charts the growth of Thoreau's own environmental
ethic and his lasting influence on writers of many kinds, among them Theodore Roethke, Gary Snyder,
James Lovelock, Rachel Carson, and Aldo Leopold. He also examines Thoreau's life, reminding his readers
that although Thoreau will always be identified with that little Massachusetts pond, he was a wide-ranging
traveler and thinker who was never quite comfortable at rest. Neither, Buell reminds us, is Thoreau alwaysto
be taken as a strictly reliable narrator; parts of Walden are fictionalized and embellished, and the book should
not be reduced to "the autobiographical narrative alone," but instead should be seen as something of a
parable. Buell's discussions will be of interest to any serious student of Thoreau's writings. --Gregory
McNamee

Review

Literature generally definesitself as that realm of higher culture freed from both the sloppy nostalgia of
nature lovers and the fact-bound objectivity of science. The resulting paradox gives Lawrence Buell his
subject: nature writing survivesin American literary and cultural studies as an 'enclave canon,’ widely
ignored even as the idea of nature is acknowledged to be formative to American culture and central to at least
one canonical writer, Henry David Thoreau. In this fine book, Buell uses Thoreau's position at the crux of
this paradox to argue for the return of nature to literary criticism and theory...Buell's excellent book is
essential reading that for years to come will provide a central point of reference in discussions of Thoreau,
environmental writing, and realist aesthetics. (Laura Dassow Walls |sis)

The Environmental Imagination has become a standard work on the subject, and a pioneering example of
what is being called 'ecocriticism.' (Jay Parini New York Times Magazine)

[A] remarkable book...Building upon and brilliantly extending the new ecocriticism, Buell has made the
most of Thoreau as cultural icon aswell as major literary and intellectual figure, in the process raising the
stakes and broadening the responsibilities of Thoreau scholarship and criticism. (William Rossi ESQ: A
Journal of the American Renaissance)

Lawrence Buell has undertaken a heroic task: to reorient the understanding of American literature and
culture towards 'ecocentrism'’; that is, to place the environment (and not simply humans within the
environment) at the center of American literary studies. Further, its concern for 'the literal environment as
opposed to the environment as a cultural symbol,' The Environmental Imagination is a respectful effort to
supplement if not displace Leo Marx's The Machine in the Garden in American studies. Buell carries out his
tasks largely by examining the implications of Walden on literature and environmental consciousnessin the
United States...That The Environmental Imagination can be deciphered by alay reader is atribute to athesis
that is both comprehensible and worth learning about. (Charles A. Miller New England Quarterly)

A groundbreaking study...It is at once comprehensive, the bibliography alone comprising amost 140 pages



of detailed notes; urgent, pressing upon our own imagination the real consequences of literary conventions of
representing nature; and controversial, insightfully critiquing various cherished cows of contemporary
literary theory...The Environmental Imagination is sure to be a standard reference for scholars of both
Thoreau and the tradition of American nature writing. (Robert Anderson Growth and Change)

Lawrence Buell's The Environmental Imagination is among the first ambitious and comprehensive attempts
to define ecocriticism and establish its central issues and the mainstream of its tradition--at least, for Buell, in
America. In that respect, it resembles some of the seminal works in women's studies, as a book that both
argues for the legitimacy of its subject and reveals how it has a history, a solid tradition, that parallels the
ones long-since established in the mainstream genres... The Environmental Imagination...will play a central
rolein establishing literary ecocriticim asamajor field and will assume a place as one of that field's
canonical texts...Its argument will rightly be acknowledged in all serious treatments of American nature
writing from this point forward. (Frederick W. Shilstone South Carolina Review)

From the Back Cover

With the environmental crisis comes acrisis of the imagination, a need to find new ways to understand
nature and humanity's relation to it. Thisisthe challenge Lawrence Buell takes up in The Environmental
Imagination.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Christine Pena:

What do you concentrate on book? It isjust for students since they are till students or the ideafor all people
in the world, what best subject for that? Just you can be answered for that question above. Every person has
diverse personality and hobby for every single other. Don't to be obligated someone or something that they
don't would like do that. Y ou must know how great and important the book The Environmental Imagination:
Thoreau, Nature Writing, and the Formation of American Culture. All type of book isit possible to see on
many solutions. Y ou can look for the internet sources or other social media.

Anna Baron:

Nowadays reading books become more and more than want or need but also turn into alife style. This
reading routine give you lot of advantages. Advantages you got of course the knowledge your information
inside the book which improve your knowledge and information. The information you get based on what
kind of guide you read, if you want attract knowledge just go with schooling books but if you want
experience happy read one together with theme for entertaining such as comic or novel. The particular The
Environmental Imagination: Thoreau, Nature Writing, and the Formation of American Culture is kind of
reserve which is giving the reader erratic experience.

JamesHarris;

The reserve with title The Environmental Imagination: Thoreau, Nature Writing, and the Formation of
American Cultureincludes alot of information that you can learn it. You can get alot of profit after read this
book. This book exist new understanding the information that exist in this reserve represented the condition



of the world today. That isimportant to yo7u to find out how the improvement of the world. This particular
book will bring you in new era of the internationalization. Y ou can read the e-book on your own smart
phone, so you can read the item anywhere you want.

Roy Jordan:

Y ou can spend your free time you just read this book this e-book. This The Environmental Imagination:
Thoreau, Nature Writing, and the Formation of American Cultureis simpleto bring you can read it in the
park your car, in the beach, train and also soon. If you did not have much space to bring the actual printed
book, you can buy the e-book. It is make you quicker to read it. Y ou can save often the book in your smart
phone. Therefore there are alot of benefits that you will get when one buys this book.
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