
The Evolution of Allure: Sexual Selection
from the Medici Venus to the Incredible Hulk

By George Hersey

The Evolution of Allure: Sexual Selection from the Medici Venus to the
Incredible Hulk By George Hersey

The beauty of the human body has found a daring beholder in art historian
George Hersey, who for the first time brings modern Darwinian theories of
sexual selection (mate competition, attractor manipulation, and the like) into the
history of art. The Evolution of Allure shows how Western art has channeled
mate choice, exploiting the cosmetics, clothes, muscles, organs, and ornaments
that showcase the body. From the Medici Venus to Vitruvius, Leonardo, Dürer,
and the phone-sex goddesses of D-Cup Superstars, Hersey's lively, erotically
charged text shows that the formulas set forth by the Greek sculptor Polykleitos
have established a Western canon of human gestures and proportions and may
have influenced human evolution.
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Editorial Review

Amazon.com Review
Yale University's George Hersey has come up with an entertaining theory that introduces Darwinian
concepts of sexual selection to art history. Briefly stated, his argument goes like this: human beings have
chosen their sexual mates based on artistic representations of beauty, as a result of which the human form has
gradually evolved to mirror the proportions of those representations. Hersey admits up front that his
hypothesis is largely unprovable, but it's still great fun to consider, particularly since he manages to cram a
lot of information about everything from prehistoric sculpture to the Incredible Hulk into approximately 200
pages without resorting to an excessive amount of stuffy academic jargon. This book will give your brain
muscles a workout, but one that any art lover should enjoy.

Review

"Hersey . . . estblishes compelling connections between high art and popular culture in this entertaining
interdisciplinary romp."
—Choice

"A highly interesting look of the element of 'beauty' as manifested in art throughout the ages."
—Art Times

About the Author
George Hersey is Emeritus Professor of Art History at Yale University. He is the author of numerous books,
including The Evolution of Allure: Sexual Selection from the Medici Venus to the Incredible Hulk (MIT
Press, 1996) and The Lost Meaning of Classical Architecture: Speculations on Ornament from Vitruvius to
Venturi (MIT Press, 1988).

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Leona Ferretti:

Do you have favorite book? For those who have, what is your favorite's book? Book is very important thing
for us to learn everything in the world. Each guide has different aim or maybe goal; it means that guide has
different type. Some people feel enjoy to spend their time for you to read a book. They are reading whatever
they acquire because their hobby is actually reading a book. What about the person who don't like studying a
book? Sometime, individual feel need book once they found difficult problem or maybe exercise. Well,
probably you will need this The Evolution of Allure: Sexual Selection from the Medici Venus to the
Incredible Hulk.

William Murphy:

Reading a reserve can be one of a lot of action that everyone in the world likes. Do you like reading book



therefore. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoy it. First reading a e-book will give you a lot of new
data. When you read a e-book you will get new information since book is one of many ways to share the
information or perhaps their idea. Second, looking at a book will make you actually more imaginative. When
you studying a book especially fictional book the author will bring someone to imagine the story how the
characters do it anything. Third, you are able to share your knowledge to some others. When you read this
The Evolution of Allure: Sexual Selection from the Medici Venus to the Incredible Hulk, you can tells your
family, friends as well as soon about yours publication. Your knowledge can inspire the others, make them
reading a reserve.

Rebecca West:

The e-book untitled The Evolution of Allure: Sexual Selection from the Medici Venus to the Incredible Hulk
is the e-book that recommended to you to read. You can see the quality of the guide content that will be
shown to a person. The language that article author use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The
copy writer was did a lot of exploration when write the book, therefore the information that they share to you
personally is absolutely accurate. You also can get the e-book of The Evolution of Allure: Sexual Selection
from the Medici Venus to the Incredible Hulk from the publisher to make you more enjoy free time.

Adam Carter:

Do you like reading a book? Confuse to looking for your best book? Or your book was rare? Why so many
problem for the book? But almost any people feel that they enjoy regarding reading. Some people likes
examining, not only science book and also novel and The Evolution of Allure: Sexual Selection from the
Medici Venus to the Incredible Hulk or others sources were given information for you. After you know how
the great a book, you feel desire to read more and more. Science e-book was created for teacher or perhaps
students especially. Those textbooks are helping them to put their knowledge. In other case, beside science
e-book, any other book likes The Evolution of Allure: Sexual Selection from the Medici Venus to the
Incredible Hulk to make your spare time much more colorful. Many types of book like this.
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