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“Remarkable. .. With thisbook [Woalitzer] has surpassed herself.”—The
New York Times Book Review

"Avictory ... Thelnterestings secures Wolitzer's place among the best
novelists of her generation. . .. She'severy bit asliterary as Franzen or
Eugenides. But the very human momentsin her work hit you harder than
thebigideas. Thisisn't women'sfiction. It's everyone's." —Entertainment
Weekly (A)

The New York Times—bestselling novel by Meg Walitzer that has been called
"genius" (The Chicago Tribune), “wonderful” (Vanity Fair), " ambitious’
(San Francisco Chronicle), and a“ page-turner” (Cosmopoalitan), which The
New York Times Book Review saysis" among the ranks of bookslike
Jonathan Franzen’s Freedom and Jeffrey Eugenides The Marriage Plot."

The summer that Nixon resigns, six teenagers at a summer camp for the arts
become inseparable. Decades later the bond remains powerful, but so much else
has changed. In The Interestings, Wolitzer follows these characters from the
height of youth through middle age, as their talents, fortunes, and degrees of
satisfaction diverge.

The kind of creativity that is rewarded at age fifteen is not always enough to
propel someone through life at age thirty; not everyone can sustain, in adulthood,
what seemed so special in adolescence. Jules Jacobson, an aspiring comic actress,
eventually resigns herself to amore practical occupation and lifestyle. Her friend
Jonah, a gifted musician, stops playing the guitar and becomes an engineer. But
Ethan and Ash, Jules's now-married best friends, become shockingly
successful—true to their initial artistic dreams, with the wealth and access that
allow those dreams to keep expanding. The friendships endure and even prosper,
but aso underscore the differencesin their fates, in what their talents have
become and the shapes their lives have taken.

Wide in scope, ambitious, and populated by complex characters who come
together and apart in a changing New Y ork City, The Interestings explores the
meaning of talent; the nature of envy; the roles of class, art, money, and power;
and how al of it can shift and tilt precipitously over the course of afriendship
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“Remarkable. .. With thisbook [Woalitzer] has surpassed herself.”—The New York Times Book
Review

"Avictory ... Thelnterestings secures Wolitzer's place among the best novelists of her generation. . ..
She'severy bit asliterary as Franzen or Eugenides. But the very human momentsin her work hit you
harder than the big ideas. Thisisn't women'sfiction. It's everyone's." —Entertainment Weekly (A)

The New York Times—bestselling novel by Meg Wolitzer that has been called " genius' (The Chicago
Tribune), “wonderful” (Vanity Fair), " ambitious' (San Francisco Chronicle), and a“ page-turner”
(Cosmopoalitan), which The New York Times Book Review saysis" among the ranks of bookslike
Jonathan Franzen’s Freedom and Jeffrey Eugenides The Marriage Plot."

The summer that Nixon resigns, six teenagers at a summer camp for the arts become inseparable. Decades
later the bond remains powerful, but so much else has changed. In The Interestings, Wolitzer follows these
characters from the height of youth through middie age, as their talents, fortunes, and degrees of satisfaction
diverge.

Thekind of creativity that is rewarded at age fifteen is not always enough to propel someone through life at
age thirty; not everyone can sustain, in adulthood, what seemed so specia in adolescence. Jules Jacobson, an
aspiring comic actress, eventually resigns herself to a more practical occupation and lifestyle. Her friend
Jonah, a gifted musician, stops playing the guitar and becomes an engineer. But Ethan and Ash, Jules’s now-
married best friends, become shockingly successful—true to their initial artistic dreams, with the wealth and
access that allow those dreams to keep expanding. The friendships endure and even prosper, but also
underscore the differences in their fates, in what their talents have become and the shapes their lives have
taken.

Wide in scope, ambitious, and populated by complex characters who come together and apart in a changing
New York City, The Interestings explores the meaning of talent; the nature of envy; the roles of class, art,
money, and power; and how all of it can shift and tilt precipitously over the course of afriendship and alife.
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Editorial Review

Amazon.com Review

An Amazon Best Book of the Month, April 2013: This knowing, generous and slyly sly new novel follows
agroup of teenagers who meet at a summer camp for artsy teensin 1974 and survive as friends through the
competitions and realities of growing up. At its heart is Jules (nee Julie, she changes it that first summer to
seem more sophisticated) Jacobson, an aspiring comic actress who comes to realize she’ s got more creative
temperament than talent; her aimost boyfriend Ethan Figman, the true genius in the bunch (he’ s a cartoonist);
musician Jonah Bay, son of afamous Baez-ish folksinger; and the Wolf siblings, Ash and Goodman,
attractive and mysterious. How these five circle each other, come together and break apart, makes for plenty
of hilarious scenes and plenty of heartbreaking ones, too. A compelling coming of age story about five
privileged kids, thisis also a pitch-perfect tale about a particular generation and the era that spawned it.
--Sara Nelson

From Booklist

In that self-obsessed, hyperaware, and mordantly ironic way of privileged teens, Ethan, Jonah, Cathy, Ash,
and her brother Goodman dub themselves “ The Interestings’ when they reconvene at their trendy creative-
arts summer camp in the Berkshire Mountains. Jules, née Julie, Jacobson is both flattered and flabbergasted
to be admitted into their little enclave, where she uses her sardonic wit to compensate for alack of beauty,
money, or social graces. To her surprise, golden-girl Ash adopts her as her best friend, while the dorky but
brilliant Ethan becomes mired in unrequited love. After atragedy affects two of their membersin very
different ways, the remaining group slogs their way into adulthood, embarking upon careers and
relationships with varying degrees of success and satisfaction. Despite being rooted in a wealth of pop-
cultural references, from Nixon's resignation to the Moonies to Wall Street scandals and even the aftermath
of 9/11, Wolitzer's clique of narcissistic friends turns out to be not so interesting after all. --Carol Haggas

Review

“Remarkable. . . [The Interestings' 5] inclusive vision and generous sweep place it among the ranks of books
like Jonathan Franzen’s Freedom and Jeffrey Eugenides The Marriage Plot. The Interestingsiswarm, al-
American, and acutely perceptive about the feelings and motivations of its characters, male and female,
young and old, gay and straight; but it’s also stealthily, unassumingly, and undeniably anovel of idesas. . . .
With this book [Wolitzer] has surpassed herself.”—The New York Times Book Review

"A victory . . . The Interestings secures Wolitzer's place among the best novelists of her generation. . . . She's
every bit asliterary as Franzen or Eugenides. But the very human moments in her work hit you harder than
the big ideas. Thisisn't women'sfiction. It's everyone's."—Entertainment Weekly (A)

"The big questions asked by The Interestings are about what happened to the world (when, Jules wonders,
did "analyst' stop denoting Freud and start referring to finance?) and what happened to al that budding
teenage talent. Might every privileged schoolchild have a bright future in dance or theater or glass blowing?
Ms. Wolitzer hasn't got the answers, but she does have her characters mannerisms and attitudes down
cold."—The New York Times

"I don't want to insult Meg Wolitzer by calling her sprawling, engrossing new novel, The Interestings, her
most ambitious, because throughout her 30-year career of turning out well-observed, often very funny books
at a steady pace, | have no doubt she has always been ambitious. . . . But "The Interestings' is exactly the
kind of book that literary sorts who talk about ambitiousworks. . . aretalking about. . . . Wolitzer is amost
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crushingly insightful; she doesn't just mine the contemporary mind, she seemsto invade it."—San Francisco
Chronicle

"A sprawling, marvelously inventive novel . . . ambitious and enormously entertaining."—The Washington
Post

"A supremely engrossing, deeply knowing, genius-level enterprise. . . The novel isthick and thickly
populated. And yet Woalitzer is brilliant at keeping the reader close by her side as she takes her story back
and forth acrosstime, in and out of multiple lives, and into the tangle of countless continuing, sometimes
compromising, conversations."—Chicago Tribune

“Masterful, sweeping . . . Her clear gaze captures the intricacies of lasting friendship, enduring love, marital

sacrifice, bitter squabbles, family secrets, parental angst and deep loss. Though the story hops back and forth
intime, it israrely confusing, frequently funny and always engaging. . . . A story that feelsreal and true and

more than fulfills the promise of thetitle. It isinteresting, yes, but aso moving, compelling, fascinating, and
rewarding.”—Miami Herald

“Wolitzer has produced a novel that is big by at least a couple of clear measures—it’s nearly 500 pages long,
and it coversalot of time and dramain the lives of asmall circle of friends. . . . It'sasmall world in which
these characters want to live large, and Wolitzer is wonderful at conveying that through the point of view of
someone who doesn’t even see it, all the while shading in the stuff that lives, big and small, are made
of.”—Minneapolis Star Tribune

“It'saritual of childhood—that solemn vow never to lose touch, no matter what. And for six artsy teenagers
whose lives unfold in Wolitzer' s big-hearted, ambitious new novel, the vow holds for almost four
decades.” —People

"Readers may also enjoy comparing The Interestings with Claire Messud's The Emperor's Children . . . In
probing the unpredictabl e relationship between early promise and success and the more dependable one
between self-acceptance and happiness, Walitzer's novel is not just a big book but a shrewd one."—Christian
Science Monitor

"[The Interestings] soars, primarily because Wolitzer insists on taking our teenage selves seriously and,
rather than coldly satirizing them, comes at them with warm humor and adult wisdom."—Elle

"In Meg Wolitzer's lovely, wise The Interestings, Julie Jacobson begins the summer of '74 as an outsider at
arts camp until she is accepted into a clique of teenagers with whom she forms alifelong bond. Through
well-tuned drama and compassionate humor, Wolitzer chronicles the living organism that is friendship, and
arcsit over the cours of more than thirty years."—O, the Oprah Magazine

"Wonderful."—Vanity Fair

"Juicy, perceptive and vividly written."—NPR.org

"A sprawling, ambitious and often wistful novel."—USA Today

"What becomes alegend most? or rather, who? Those with innate ability? Those blessed with enough beauty

or money to indulge any creative whim? Or just those who want it the most? In The Interestings, Meg
Wolitzer's quarry is ambition: what it means to haveit, how to use it, how it'slost."—Time



"Best-salling novelist Meg Wolitzer specializes in witty, knowing takes on contemporary marriage, divorce,
and relationships. Her ninth novel, The Interestings, is smart, nuanced, and fun to read, in part because of the
effervescent evocation of New Y ork City from Watergate to today, in part because of the idiosyncratic
authenticity of her characters."—The Daily Beast

"You'll want to be friends with these characters long after you put down the book.”—Marie Claire
"A page-turner."—Cosmopoalitan
“[A] big, juicy novel . . . Wolitzer'sfinger is unerringly on the pulse of our social culture."—Readers Digest

"Meg Woalitzer kicks off her buzzy tenth novel in 1974 at a summer camp for artsy kids, where a tight-knit
group of campersis plotting world domination. The result is a Franzen-like treatise on talent, fate, friendship,
and the limits of al three."—V Magazine

“Breathtaking in its scope and aremarkably fun page-turner . . . “[Wolitzer's| social commentary on art,
money and fame should have her compared to Tom Wolfe, but her work is much larger than
that.”—Matchbook

“[The Interestings is] so approachable one can almost miss the excellence and precision of itsprose. . . .
Ultimately The Interestings is absorbing and immensely likeable.” —Nylon

"Like Virginia Woolf in The Waves, Meg Wolitzer gives us the full picture here, charting her characters
lives from the self-dramatizing of adolescence, through the resignation of middle age, to the attainment of a
wisdom that holds all the intensities of lifein asingle, sustained chord, much like this book itself. The wit,
intelligence, and deep feeling of Wolitzer's writing are extraordinary and The Interestings brings her
achievement, already so steadfast and remarkable, to an even higher level ."—Jeffrey Eugenides

"Wolitzer follows a group of friends from adolescence at an artsy summer camp in 1974 through adulthood
and into late-middle age as their lives alternately intersect, diverge and reconnect. . . . Ambitious and
involving, capturing the zeitgeist of the liberal intelligentsia of the era."—Kirkus (starred)

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Patricia Diaz:

The book The Interestings: A Novel make one feel enjoy for your spare time. Y ou can use to make your
capable more increase. Book can to get your best friend when you getting tension or having big problem
along with your subject. If you can make studying a book The Interestings: A Novel being your habit, you
can get much more advantages, like add your current capable, increase your knowledge about severa or all
subjects. Y ou may know everything if you like available and read areserve The Interestings: A Novel. Kinds
of book are alot of. It means that, science book or encyclopedia or some others. So , how do you think about
this guide?



Stanley Hanson:

The book with title The Interestings: A Novel contains alot of information that you can study it. You can get
alot of gain after read this book. This specific book exist new understanding the information that exist in this
reserve represented the condition of the world today. That isimportant to yo7u to know how the
improvement of the world. This kind of book will bring you within new era of the glowbal growth. You can
read the e-book on your smart phone, so you can read that anywhere you want.

Robert Stewart:

The book untitled The Interestings: A Novel contain alot of information on the item. The writer explains her
ideawith easy way. The language is very straightforward all the people, so do not really worry, you can easy
to read this. The book was published by famous author. The author provides you in the new time of literary
works. You can actually read this book because you can please read on your smart phone, or model, so you
can read the book with anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you can open up their official
web-site in addition to order it. Have anice learn.

Russdll Pittman:

In this erawhich isthe greater individual or who has ability to do something more are more precious than
other. Do you want to become considered one of it? It isjust simple approach to have that. What you have to
doisjust spending your time aimost no but quite enough to get alook at some books. On the list of booksin
the top collection in your reading list is definitely The Interestings: A Novel. This book and that is qualified
as The Hungry Inclines can get you closer in becoming precious person. By looking up and review this e-
book you can get many advantages.
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