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Editorial Review

From the Inside Flap
Preface Note to the Instructor

Margery Franklin (1990) quotes former Clark University professor and chair Heinz Werner's views on
psychological research. Werner indicated:

I got rather apprehensive at finding that students were frequently
taught that there was only one acceptable way of conduct in the
laboratory—there has to be an hypothesis set up, or a set of hypotheses,
and the main job of the experimenter is to prove or disprove the hypothesis.
What is missed here is the function of the scientist as a discoverer and
explorer of unknown lands ....Hypotheses...are essential elements of inquiry,
but they are so, not as rigid propositions but as flexible parts of the
process of searching; by the same token, conclusions drawn from the results
are as much an end as a beginning ....Now...academic psychologists
are beginning to see research not as a rigid exercise of rules of a game
but as a problem solving procedure, a probing into unknown lands with plans
which are not fixed but modifiable, with progress and retreat, with ranching
out into various directions or concentration on one.

Clearly Werner's views are as applicable in the 21st Century as they were during the heyday of behaviorism;
they reflect perfectly the intent of this text.

From our vantage point, research in psychology is like a detective case; hence, the title we have chosen, The
Psychologist as Detective. A problem presents itself, clues are discovered, bits of evidence that compete for
our attention must be evaluated and accepted or discarded, and, finally, a report or summary of the case
(research) is prepared for consideration by our peers.

When presented in this light, the research process in psychology will, we believe, be an interesting and
stimulating endeavor for students. In short, our goal is to attract students to psychological research because
of its inherent interest.

To accomplish this goal several pedagogical features have been employed in this text:

1. To provide a sense of relevance and continuity, the theme of "psychologist as detective" runs throughout
the text.

2. Interactive Style of Writing. Based on the belief that the experimental psychology—research methods text
should be lively and engaging, we employ an interactive, conversational style of writing that we hope will
help draw students into the material being presented.

3. The Psychological Detective Feature. The questions or situations posed by these sections that appear
throughout each chapter will encourage students to engage in critical thinking exercises. These sections also
serve as excellent stimulants for productive class discussions.



4. Marginal Definitions. Key definitions appear in the margin, close to the introduction of the term in the
text.

5. Review Summaries. To help students master smaller chunks of material, each chapter contains several
review summaries.

6. Study Breaks. Each Review Summary is followed by a Study Break that students can use to test their
mastery of the material they have just completed. These study breaks should be especially helpful to your
students when they prepare for quizzes and examinations.

We hope that these special features will provide your students with a positive experience as they learn the
fundamentals of research methodology in psychology. Note to the Student

Welcome to the world of psychological research! Because the two of us have taught this course for over fifty
years (combined!), we have seen the excitement that research can generate in student after student. As you
will learn, conducting psychological research is very much like being a detective on a case.

Throughout this text we have tried to make it perfectly clear that research is something that you can (and
should) become involved in. We hope you will enjoy reading about the student projects that we use as
research examples throughout this text. Student research projects are making valuable contributions to our
field. We hope to see your name among those making such contributions!

At this point we encourage you to stop immediately to review the list of pedagogical features highlighted in
the "Note to the Instructor"...Did you humor us by actually looking at that list? If not, please do so now. To
make full use of this text, you need to become actively involved; these pedagogical features will help you.
Active involvement means that you need to stop to think about The Psychological Detective sections
immediately when you encounter them, refer to figures and tables when directed to do so, and complete the
Study Breaks when they appear. Becoming actively involved in this course helps the material come alive;
your grade and your future involvement in psychology will thank you. Acknowledgments

We would like to express our appreciation to the consultants who suggested improvements for the second
edition of this text: Chris Spatz, Hendrix College; Beth Dietz Uhler, Miami University (Ohio); Janet Larson,
John Carroll University; Doreen Arcus, University of Massachusetts, Lowell; Lynette Zeleny, California
State University, Fresno; Robert Batsell, Southern Methodist University; Scott Gronlund, University of
Oklahoma; Laura Bowman, Central Connecticut State University; Celia Brownell, University of Pittsburgh.
Their comments were especially helpful as we prepared the second edition.

In many ways the final preparation of a text is only as good as the publisher. We express our appreciation to
the editorial staff, and especially, our production editor, Maureen Richardson. Thanks, folks—It would not
have worked without your concern and support!

We also thank our families (Cordless, Tyler, and Ben–RAS; Kathleen and Jennifer–SFD) for putting up with
us during the preparation of this text. True friends and real supporters are few and far between!

R.A.S.
S.F.D.

From the Back Cover
This text conveys the excitement of research methodology through the use of a lively, user-friendly
presentation. It makes the process of research accessible by providing reviews, exercises and examples
throughout the text. The text introduces the science of psychology, research ideas, and hypothesis, non-



experimental methods, surveys and questionnaires, basic research strategies and the basics of
experimentation design, conduct, analysis, and interpretation, as well as, alternative research designs. For
individuals requiring an introduction or review of research methods.

Excerpt. © Reprinted by permission. All rights reserved.

Preface

Note to the Instructor

Margery Franklin (1990) quotes former Clark University professor and chair Heinz Werner's views on
psychological research. Werner indicated:

I got rather apprehensive at finding that students were frequently
taught that there was only one acceptable way of conduct in the
laboratory—there has to be an hypothesis set up, or a set of hypotheses,
and the main job of the experimenter is to prove or disprove the hypothesis.
What is missed here is the function of the scientist as a discoverer and
explorer of unknown lands ....Hypotheses...are essential elements of inquiry,
but they are so, not as rigid propositions but as flexible parts of the
process of searching; by the same token, conclusions drawn from the results
are as much an end as a beginning ....Now...academic psychologists
are beginning to see research not as a rigid exercise of rules of a game
but as a problem solving procedure, a probing into unknown lands with plans
which are not fixed but modifiable, with progress and retreat, with ranching
out into various directions or concentration on one.

Clearly Werner's views are as applicable in the 21st Century as they were during the heyday of behaviorism;
they reflect perfectly the intent of this text.

From our vantage point, research in psychology is like a detective case; hence, the title we have chosen, The
Psychologist as Detective. A problem presents itself, clues are discovered, bits of evidence that compete for
our attention must be evaluated and accepted or discarded, and, finally, a report or summary of the case
(research) is prepared for consideration by our peers.

When presented in this light, the research process in psychology will, we believe, be an interesting and
stimulating endeavor for students. In short, our goal is to attract students to psychological research because
of its inherent interest.

To accomplish this goal several pedagogical features have been employed in this text:

1. To provide a sense of relevance and continuity, the theme of "psychologist as detective" runs throughout
the text.

2. Interactive Style of Writing. Based on the belief that the experimental psychology—research methods
text should be lively and engaging, we employ an interactive, conversational style of writing that we hope
will help draw students into the material being presented.

3. The Psychological Detective Feature. The questions or situations posed by these sections that appear
throughout each chapter will encourage students to engage in critical thinking exercises. These sections also



serve as excellent stimulants for productive class discussions.

4. Marginal Definitions. Key definitions appear in the margin, close to the introduction of the term in the
text.

5. Review Summaries. To help students master smaller chunks of material, each chapter contains several
review summaries.

6. Study Breaks. Each Review Summary is followed by a Study Break that students can use to test their
mastery of the material they have just completed. These study breaks should be especially helpful to your
students when they prepare for quizzes and examinations.

We hope that these special features will provide your students with a positive experience as they learn the
fundamentals of research methodology in psychology.

Note to the Student

Welcome to the world of psychological research! Because the two of us have taught this course for over fifty
years (combined!), we have seen the excitement that research can generate in student after student. As you
will learn, conducting psychological research is very much like being a detective on a case.

Throughout this text we have tried to make it perfectly clear that research is something that you can (and
should) become involved in. We hope you will enjoy reading about the student projects that we use as
research examples throughout this text. Student research projects are making valuable contributions to our
field. We hope to see your name among those making such contributions!

At this point we encourage you to stop immediately to review the list of pedagogical features highlighted in
the "Note to the Instructor"...Did you humor us by actually looking at that list? If not, please do so now. To
make full use of this text, you need to become actively involved; these pedagogical features will help you.
Active involvement means that you need to stop to think about The Psychological Detective sections
immediately when you encounter them, refer to figures and tables when directed to do so, and complete the
Study Breaks when they appear. Becoming actively involved in this course helps the material come alive;
your grade and your future involvement in psychology will thank you.
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Users Review

From reader reviews:

Mark Maney:

In this 21st millennium, people become competitive in each way. By being competitive now, people have do
something to make these individuals survives, being in the middle of typically the crowded place and notice
by means of surrounding. One thing that sometimes many people have underestimated that for a while is
reading. Yes, by reading a book your ability to survive improve then having chance to endure than other is
high. To suit your needs who want to start reading some sort of book, we give you this particular The
Psychologist as Detective: An Introduction to Conducting Research in Psychology (5th Edition) book as
basic and daily reading reserve. Why, because this book is usually more than just a book.

Ana Gaskill:

Do you one of people who can't read satisfying if the sentence chained inside the straightway, hold on guys
this aren't like that. This The Psychologist as Detective: An Introduction to Conducting Research in
Psychology (5th Edition) book is readable by simply you who hate the straight word style. You will find the
info here are arrange for enjoyable looking at experience without leaving perhaps decrease the knowledge
that want to deliver to you. The writer of The Psychologist as Detective: An Introduction to Conducting
Research in Psychology (5th Edition) content conveys objective easily to understand by most people. The
printed and e-book are not different in the written content but it just different available as it. So , do you even
now thinking The Psychologist as Detective: An Introduction to Conducting Research in Psychology (5th
Edition) is not loveable to be your top checklist reading book?

Misty Ware:

Would you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt when you find yourself in the book
store? Attempt to pick one book that you find out the inside because don't ascertain book by its protect may
doesn't work is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not as fantastic as in the outside
appear likes. Maybe you answer might be The Psychologist as Detective: An Introduction to Conducting
Research in Psychology (5th Edition) why because the great cover that make you consider concerning the
content will not disappoint anyone. The inside or content is fantastic as the outside or perhaps cover. Your
reading 6th sense will directly assist you to pick up this book.

Robert McCauley:

Don't be worry in case you are afraid that this book will filled the space in your house, you will get it in e-
book way, more simple and reachable. This kind of The Psychologist as Detective: An Introduction to
Conducting Research in Psychology (5th Edition) can give you a lot of close friends because by you
checking out this one book you have issue that they don't and make anyone more like an interesting person.



That book can be one of a step for you to get success. This e-book offer you information that might be your
friend doesn't recognize, by knowing more than additional make you to be great men and women. So , why
hesitate? We need to have The Psychologist as Detective: An Introduction to Conducting Research in
Psychology (5th Edition).
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