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In 1845 two thinkers from the American hemisphere - the Argentinean statesman
Domingo Faustino Sarmiento, and the fugitive ex-slave, abolitionist leader, and
orator from the United States, Frederick Douglass - both published their first
works. Each would become the most famous and enduring texts in what were
both prolific careers, and they ensured Sarmiento and Douglass' position as
leading figures in the canon of Latin American and U.S. African-American
political thought, respectively. But despite the fact that both deal directly with
key political and philosophical questions in the Americas, Douglass and
Sarmiento, like African-American and Latin American thought more generally,
are never read alongside each other. This may be because their ideas about race
differed dramatically. Sarmiento advocated the Europeanization of Latin
America and espoused a virulent form of anti-indigenous racism, while Douglass
opposed slavery and defended the full humanity of black persons. Still, as Juliet
Hooker contends, looking at the two together allows one to chart a hemispheric
intellectual geography of race that challenges political theory's preoccupation
with and assumptions about East / West comparisons, and questions the use of
comparison as a tool in the production of theory and philosophy.

By juxtaposing four prominent nineteenth and twentieth-century thinkers -
Frederick Douglass, Domingo F. Sarmiento, W. E. B. Du Bois, and José
Vasconcelos - her book will be the first to bring African-American and Latin
American political thought into conversation. Hooker stresses that Latin
American and U.S. ideas about race were not developed in isolation, but grew out
of transnational intellectual exchanges across the Americas. In so doing, she
shows that nineteenth and twentieth-century U.S. and Latin American thinkers
each looked to political models in the 'other' America to advance racial projects
in their own countries. Reading these four intellectuals as hemispheric thinkers,
Hooker foregrounds elements of their work that have been dismissed by
dominant readings, and provides a crucial platform to bridge the canons of Latin
American and African-American political thought.
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In 1845 two thinkers from the American hemisphere - the Argentinean statesman Domingo Faustino
Sarmiento, and the fugitive ex-slave, abolitionist leader, and orator from the United States, Frederick
Douglass - both published their first works. Each would become the most famous and enduring texts in what
were both prolific careers, and they ensured Sarmiento and Douglass' position as leading figures in the canon
of Latin American and U.S. African-American political thought, respectively. But despite the fact that both
deal directly with key political and philosophical questions in the Americas, Douglass and Sarmiento, like
African-American and Latin American thought more generally, are never read alongside each other. This
may be because their ideas about race differed dramatically. Sarmiento advocated the Europeanization of
Latin America and espoused a virulent form of anti-indigenous racism, while Douglass opposed slavery and
defended the full humanity of black persons. Still, as Juliet Hooker contends, looking at the two together
allows one to chart a hemispheric intellectual geography of race that challenges political theory's
preoccupation with and assumptions about East / West comparisons, and questions the use of comparison as
a tool in the production of theory and philosophy.

By juxtaposing four prominent nineteenth and twentieth-century thinkers - Frederick Douglass, Domingo F.
Sarmiento, W. E. B. Du Bois, and José Vasconcelos - her book will be the first to bring African-American
and Latin American political thought into conversation. Hooker stresses that Latin American and U.S. ideas
about race were not developed in isolation, but grew out of transnational intellectual exchanges across the
Americas. In so doing, she shows that nineteenth and twentieth-century U.S. and Latin American thinkers
each looked to political models in the 'other' America to advance racial projects in their own countries.
Reading these four intellectuals as hemispheric thinkers, Hooker foregrounds elements of their work that
have been dismissed by dominant readings, and provides a crucial platform to bridge the canons of Latin
American and African-American political thought.
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Editorial Review

Review

"Hooker has made a remarkable contribution to our understanding of the discourse on race in the Americas
by bringing the works of four of the most important theorists of race and difference into conversation with
each other for the first time. Hooker has given us a seminal analysis of key similarities and differences in the
development of scientific racism and racial thought in the Western Hemisphere, from debates about slavery
before the Civil War and the legalization of de jure segregation in the latter half of the nineteenth century, to
the rise of eugenics in the twentieth century. This is an original contribution to scholarship, required reading
for every student of the history of race and racism, redefining what should properly be understood as
'American Studies.'"
--Henry Louis Gates, Jr., Harvard University

"In this groundbreaking book, Juliet Hooker traces the simultaneous development of racial thought across the
United States and Latin America. With theoretical precision, Hooker innovatively juxtaposes the ideas of
Frederick Douglass and Domingo F. Sarmiento, and W.E.B. Du Bois and José Vasconcelos. Her
'hemispheric' perspective allows us to read 'familiar' theorists in ways that yield new and important insights.
This book is of utmost importance to not only the scholarship on African-American political thought, but the
political thought of the Americas. This book is a must-read for anyone interested in the theory and practice of
race and politics in the Americas. Theorizing Race in the Americas should not be missed."
--Michael Dawson, The University of Chicago

About the Author

Juliet Hooker is Associate Professor of Government and African and African Diaspora Studies at the
University of Texas-Austin. She is the author of Race and the Politics of Solidarity.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Emmanuel Young:

As people who live in typically the modest era should be upgrade about what going on or details even
knowledge to make these people keep up with the era that is certainly always change and advance. Some of
you maybe will certainly update themselves by looking at books. It is a good choice for you but the problems
coming to you is you don't know what one you should start with. This Theorizing Race in the Americas:
Douglass, Sarmiento, Du Bois, and Vasconcelos is our recommendation to help you keep up with the world.
Why, as this book serves what you want and need in this era.



Amber Payne:

Nowadays reading books be than want or need but also become a life style. This reading behavior give you
lot of advantages. The benefits you got of course the knowledge the actual information inside the book this
improve your knowledge and information. The information you get based on what kind of book you read, if
you want attract knowledge just go with training books but if you want truly feel happy read one having
theme for entertaining for instance comic or novel. The actual Theorizing Race in the Americas: Douglass,
Sarmiento, Du Bois, and Vasconcelos is kind of book which is giving the reader unpredictable experience.

Theresa Villarreal:

Playing with family inside a park, coming to see the water world or hanging out with good friends is thing
that usually you could have done when you have spare time, then why you don't try issue that really opposite
from that. One activity that make you not sense tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you have
been ride on and with addition info. Even you love Theorizing Race in the Americas: Douglass, Sarmiento,
Du Bois, and Vasconcelos, you may enjoy both. It is great combination right, you still would like to miss it?
What kind of hang-out type is it? Oh seriously its mind hangout guys. What? Still don't get it, oh come on its
named reading friends.

Robert Knight:

Theorizing Race in the Americas: Douglass, Sarmiento, Du Bois, and Vasconcelos can be one of your
beginner books that are good idea. All of us recommend that straight away because this guide has good
vocabulary that can increase your knowledge in words, easy to understand, bit entertaining however
delivering the information. The author giving his/her effort to put every word into enjoyment arrangement in
writing Theorizing Race in the Americas: Douglass, Sarmiento, Du Bois, and Vasconcelos yet doesn't forget
the main point, giving the reader the hottest as well as based confirm resource info that maybe you can be
among it. This great information could drawn you into brand-new stage of crucial contemplating.
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