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Just war has attracted considerable attention. The words peace and justice are
often used together. Surprisingly, however, little conceptual thinking has gone
into what constitutes a just peace. This book, which includes some of the world's
leading scholars, debates and develops the concept of just peace.

The problem with the idea of a just peace is that striving for justice may imply a
just war. In other words, peace and justice clash at times. Therefore, one often
starts from a given view of what constitutes justice, but this a priori approach
leads--especially when imposed from the outside--straight into discord. This
book presents conflicting viewpoints on this question from political, historical,
and legal perspectives as well as from a policy perspective.

This book also argues that a just peace is a mediated peace. It is just, because it is
based on conventions that are negotiated and recognized by the parties. Mutual
recognition is central: parties recognize each other as agents that have an identity.
Consent is necessary, too: all parties need to approve a solution; therefore, each
party needs to understand what allows the other to remain "self." And
renouncement: concessions are necessary, some symbols and positions need to be
sacrificed. In this sense, the Geneva Initiative--the first comprehensive Israeli-
Palestinian peace plan--is a mediated peace.

Thus the book challenges a liberal view of peace founded on norms claiming
universal scope. This liberal conception has difficulty in solving conflicts such as
civil wars characterized typically by fundamental disagreements between
different communities. Cultures make demands that are identity-defining, and
some of these defy the "cultural neutrality" that is one of the foundations of
liberalism. Thus, the concept of just peace cannot be solved within liberalism--
nor for that matter within communitarianism.
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Just war has attracted considerable attention. The words peace and justice are often used together.
Surprisingly, however, little conceptual thinking has gone into what constitutes a just peace. This book,
which includes some of the world's leading scholars, debates and develops the concept of just peace.

The problem with the idea of a just peace is that striving for justice may imply a just war. In other words,
peace and justice clash at times. Therefore, one often starts from a given view of what constitutes justice, but
this a priori approach leads--especially when imposed from the outside--straight into discord. This book
presents conflicting viewpoints on this question from political, historical, and legal perspectives as well as
from a policy perspective.

This book also argues that a just peace is a mediated peace. It is just, because it is based on conventions that
are negotiated and recognized by the parties. Mutual recognition is central: parties recognize each other as
agents that have an identity. Consent is necessary, too: all parties need to approve a solution; therefore, each
party needs to understand what allows the other to remain "self." And renouncement: concessions are
necessary, some symbols and positions need to be sacrificed. In this sense, the Geneva Initiative--the first
comprehensive Israeli-Palestinian peace plan--is a mediated peace.

Thus the book challenges a liberal view of peace founded on norms claiming universal scope. This liberal
conception has difficulty in solving conflicts such as civil wars characterized typically by fundamental
disagreements between different communities. Cultures make demands that are identity-defining, and some
of these defy the "cultural neutrality" that is one of the foundations of liberalism. Thus, the concept of just
peace cannot be solved within liberalism--nor for that matter within communitarianism.
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Editorial Review

About the Author

Pierre Allan has been Professor of Political Science at the University of Geneva since 1984 and Dean of the
Faculty of Social and Economic Sciences since 2001. Graduated in economic sciences in 1974 (prize "La
Suisse") of the Ecole des hautes études commerciales (HEC) of the University of Lausanne ane, in 1975,
graduated in Sociology of the Ecole des ssciences sociales et politiques of the University of Lausanne. In
1980, he obtained his PhD in Political Sciences at the Institut universitaires de hautes études internationales
(IUHEI) of the University of Geneva.

Alexis Keller is Professor at the Faculty of Law, University of Geneva. He is a former fellow of the Carr
Centre for Human Rights Policy at the Kennedy School of Government, Harvard University. From 2002 to
2004, Dr. Keller participated actively in negotiations between Israelis and Palestinians that led to the Geneva
Accord. In April 2003, he was appointed by the Swiss Foreign Minister to serve as special representative for
the Middle East peace process. He held this post until January 2004.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Brad Black:

Book is to be different for each grade. Book for children until adult are different content. As we know that
book is very important normally. The book What is a Just Peace? has been making you to know about other
expertise and of course you can take more information. It is extremely advantages for you. The publication
What is a Just Peace? is not only giving you far more new information but also to get your friend when you
truly feel bored. You can spend your own personal spend time to read your guide. Try to make relationship
while using book What is a Just Peace?. You never truly feel lose out for everything in the event you read
some books.

Lois Yale:

A lot of people always spent all their free time to vacation or even go to the outside with them household or
their friend. Did you know? Many a lot of people spent they will free time just watching TV, as well as
playing video games all day long. If you wish to try to find a new activity that is look different you can read
a new book. It is really fun for yourself. If you enjoy the book you read you can spent the entire day to
reading a reserve. The book What is a Just Peace? it is rather good to read. There are a lot of people who
recommended this book. We were holding enjoying reading this book. When you did not have enough space
to create this book you can buy the particular e-book. You can m0ore very easily to read this book from the
smart phone. The price is not to cover but this book provides high quality.



Lorraine Edler:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray you, why because this What is a Just Peace? guide written by well-
known writer who knows well how to make book which can be understand by anyone who read the book.
Written in good manner for you, leaking every ideas and composing skill only for eliminate your current
hunger then you still skepticism What is a Just Peace? as good book not merely by the cover but also with
the content. This is one reserve that can break don't assess book by its include, so do you still needing one
more sixth sense to pick this particular!? Oh come on your examining sixth sense already alerted you so why
you have to listening to yet another sixth sense.

Nathaniel Mathis:

This What is a Just Peace? is great e-book for you because the content that is full of information for you who
else always deal with world and still have to make decision every minute. That book reveal it facts accurately
using great arrange word or we can point out no rambling sentences included. So if you are read it hurriedly
you can have whole information in it. Doesn't mean it only offers you straight forward sentences but tough
core information with attractive delivering sentences. Having What is a Just Peace? in your hand like
keeping the world in your arm, details in it is not ridiculous just one. We can say that no publication that
offer you world throughout ten or fifteen tiny right but this book already do that. So , this really is good
reading book. Hello Mr. and Mrs. occupied do you still doubt that?
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