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At the start of her senior year in high school, Sara wants two things: to get into a
top college and to find true love.Tobey also wants two things for his senior year:
to win Battle of the Bands and to make Sara fall in love with him. However, a
popular jock named Dave moves in on Sara first. But Tobey’s quirky wit and big
blue eyes are hard for Sara to ignore. Plus, he gets the little things that matter to
her. Can a slacker rock-star wannabe win the heart of a pretty class brain like
Sara?

Hilariously and movingly told through Tobey and Sara’s authentic voices,
Susane Colasanti’s debut novel sizzles in its portrayal of two young people
searching for The One.
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At the start of her senior year in high school, Sara wants two things: to get into a top college and to find true
love.Tobey also wants two things for his senior year: to win Battle of the Bands and to make Sara fall in love
with him. However, a popular jock named Dave moves in on Sara first. But Tobey’s quirky wit and big blue
eyes are hard for Sara to ignore. Plus, he gets the little things that matter to her. Can a slacker rock-star
wannabe win the heart of a pretty class brain like Sara?

Hilariously and movingly told through Tobey and Sara’s authentic voices, Susane Colasanti’s debut novel
sizzles in its portrayal of two young people searching for The One.
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Editorial Review

From School Library Journal
Grade 9 Up–In the first chapter, readers find out that Sara is entering her senior year hoping that she'll find
true love. She is encouraged when Dave asks her out. He is part of the in crowd, and she begins to hang out
with his friends, at the expense of her relationships with her girlfriends. Next, readers hear from Tobey. He
has slept with a couple of girls, but is uncomfortable with that kind of relationship. He thinks Sara is his real
thing, and he asks her friend Laila to help him win her over. Tobey and Sara become partners in music class
and find they have much in common. Dave, on the other hand, is a disappointment to her. When he pressures
Sara to sleep with him, she finally realizes that she confused her attraction to his good looks and connections
with honest feelings. Through alternating chapters, readers get the perspectives of Tobey and Sara about their
developing relationship. The easy style of the writing reflects how teens speak, and some of the characters'
language is realistically gritty. This is a fun romance with lots of dialogue that, due to the many popular-
culture references, will become dated quickly.–Karen Hoth, Marathon Middle/High School, FL
Copyright © Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.

From Booklist
Gr. 9-12. Told from the alternating perspectives of its two main characters, both seniors in high school, this
story owes much to (and occasionally references) the 1989 teen romance film Say Anything. To brainy and
beautiful Sara, Tobey is nothing more than a slacker band guy with no future prospects. This is unfortunate
for Tobey, who has dedicated himself to winning her affections--a special challenge given the presence of
Dave, Sara's stereotypically gorgeous, popular, and (of course) rotten boyfriend. It's a well-known and well-
loved construct; unfortunately, Sara is not quite as likable as readers might wish, given her rigidity and often
unkind behavior. Tobey's appeal is real, but is spoiled by occasionally loutish sexual thoughts (fantasies
involve "his headboard . . . bumping against the wall") and by the ease with which he discards his worldview
to impress his crush. Unlike Say Anything, this love story doesn't come together, but the premise will
inevitably draw a crowd, and there is real charm in the vibrant supporting characters and their authentic,
humorous dialogue. Holly Koelling
Copyright © American Library Association. All rights reserved

Review
Issues that matter most to teens make this story happen. Like Sarah Dessen, Colasanti knows how teens
operate. -- Kirkus Reviews

[R]eaders will enjoy the dynamics of Sara and Tobey … a fully satisfying story that will please young adult
readers. -- Debbie Clifford, VOYA

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Charles Valentine:

What do you in relation to book? It is not important together with you? Or just adding material if you want
something to explain what your own problem? How about your spare time? Or are you busy person? If you
don't have spare time to try and do others business, it is give you a sense of feeling bored faster. And you
have extra time? What did you do? Every individual has many questions above. They need to answer that

http://localhost/gp/feature.html/?docId=1000027801


question because just their can do that will. It said that about publication. Book is familiar in each person.
Yes, it is appropriate. Because start from on kindergarten until university need this kind of When It Happens
to read.

Michael Parker:

Spent a free time and energy to be fun activity to perform! A lot of people spent their spare time with their
family, or their particular friends. Usually they carrying out activity like watching television, about to beach,
or picnic within the park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Would you like to
something different to fill your own personal free time/ holiday? Can be reading a book can be option to fill
your free time/ holiday. The first thing you will ask may be what kinds of guide that you should read. If you
want to try out look for book, may be the guide untitled When It Happens can be great book to read. May be
it may be best activity to you.

Laura Grier:

This When It Happens is great guide for you because the content and that is full of information for you who
all always deal with world and still have to make decision every minute. This book reveal it facts accurately
using great organize word or we can state no rambling sentences included. So if you are read the item
hurriedly you can have whole facts in it. Doesn't mean it only provides straight forward sentences but tricky
core information with wonderful delivering sentences. Having When It Happens in your hand like getting the
world in your arm, data in it is not ridiculous a single. We can say that no guide that offer you world with ten
or fifteen moment right but this guide already do that. So , it is good reading book. Heya Mr. and Mrs. active
do you still doubt that?

Pauline Lipman:

Do you like reading a publication? Confuse to looking for your preferred book? Or your book had been rare?
Why so many problem for the book? But just about any people feel that they enjoy for reading. Some people
likes examining, not only science book and also novel and When It Happens as well as others sources were
given understanding for you. After you know how the truly amazing a book, you feel need to read more and
more. Science guide was created for teacher or even students especially. Those textbooks are helping them to
put their knowledge. In some other case, beside science book, any other book likes When It Happens to make
your spare time more colorful. Many types of book like here.
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