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A Newbery Medal Winner

Richard Peck's Newbery Medal-winning sequel to A Long Way from Chicago

Mary Alice's childhood summers in Grandma Dowdel's sleepy Illinois town were
packed with enough drama to fill the double bill of any picture show. But now
she is fifteen, and faces a whole long year with Grandma, a woman well known
for shaking up her neighbors-and everyone else! All Mary Alice can know for
certain is this: when trying to predict how life with Grandma might turn out . . .
better not. This wry, delightful sequel to the Newbery Honor Book A Long Way
from Chicago has already taken its place among the classics of children's
literature.

"Hilarious and poignant." —Publishers Weekly, starred review

A Newbery Medal Winner
A New York Times Bestseller
An ALA Notable Book
An ALA Best Book for Young Adults
A Booklist Best Book of the Year
A School Library Journal Best Book of the Year 
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Editorial Review

Amazon.com Review
Grandma Dowdel's back! She's just as feisty and terrifying and goodhearted as she was in Richard Peck's A
Long Way from Chicago, and every bit as funny. In the first book, a Newbery Honor winner, Grandma's
rampages were seen through the eyes of her grandson Joey, who, with his sister, Mary Alice, was sent down
from Chicago for a week every summer to visit. But now it's 1937 and Joey has gone off to work for the
Civilian Conservation Corps, while 15-year-old Mary Alice has to go stay with Grandma alone--for a whole
year, maybe longer. From the very first moment when she arrives at the depot clutching her Philco portable
radio and her cat, Bootsie, Mary Alice knows it won't be easy. And it's not. She has to sleep alone in the
attic, attend a hick town school where in spite of her worn-out coat she's "the rich girl from Chicago," and be
an accomplice in Grandma's outrageous schemes to run the town her own way--and do good while nobody's
looking. But being Grandma's sidekick is always interesting, and by the end of the year, Mary Alice has
grown to see the formidable love in the heart of her formidable Grandma.

Peck is at his best with these hilarious stories that rest solidly within the American literary tradition of Mark
Twain and Bret Harte. Teachers will cherish them as great read-alouds, and older teens will gain historical
perspective from this lively picture of the depression years in small-town America. (Ages 12 and older) --
Patty Campbell

From Publishers Weekly
In this Newbery Honor book, Chicago-bred Mary Alice has been sentenced to a year-long stay in rural
Illinois with her irrepressible, rough and gruff grandmother. Soon, however, she becomes Grandma's partner
in crime, helping to carry out madcap schemes to benefit friends and avenge enemies. In a starred review,
PW called this sequel to A Long Way to Chicago "hilarious and poignant." Ages 10-14.
Copyright 2002 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From School Library Journal
Grade 5-8-Peck charms readers once again with this entertaining sequel to A Long Way from Chicago (Dial,
1998). This time, 15-year-old Mary Alice visits Grandma Dowdel alone for a one-year stay, while her
parents struggle through the recession of 1937 looking for jobs and better housing. With her older brother,
Joey, working out west in a government program, Mary Alice takes a turn at recounting memorable and
pivotal moments of her year with Grandma. Beneath the woman's fierce independence and nonconformity,
Mary Alice discovers compassion, humor, and intuition. She watches her grandmother exact the perfect
revenge on a classmate who bullies her on the first day of school, and she witnesses her "shameless" tactics
to solicit donations from Veteran's Day "burgoo" eaters whose contributions are given to Mrs. Abernathy's
blind, paralyzed, war-veteran son. From her energetic, eccentric, but devoted Grandma, she learns not only
how to cook but also how to deal honestly and fairly with people. At story's end, Mary Alice returns several
years later to wed the soldier, Royce McNabb, who was her classmate during the year spent with Grandma.
Again, Peck has created a delightful, insightful tale that resounds with a storyteller's wit, humor, and vivid
description. Mary Alice's memories capture the atmosphere, attitudes, and lifestyle of the times while
shedding light on human strengths and weak- nesses.
Gerry Larson, Durham School of the Arts, NC
Copyright 2000 Reed Business Information, Inc.



Users Review

From reader reviews:

Linda Carroll:

In other case, little people like to read book A Year Down Yonder. You can choose the best book if you'd
prefer reading a book. Provided that we know about how is important a book A Year Down Yonder. You can
add knowledge and of course you can around the world by the book. Absolutely right, since from book you
can realize everything! From your country until foreign or abroad you can be known. About simple matter
until wonderful thing it is possible to know that. In this era, we can open a book or searching by internet
product. It is called e-book. You need to use it when you feel bored to go to the library. Let's learn.

Wesley Jerkins:

The publication with title A Year Down Yonder includes a lot of information that you can discover it. You
can get a lot of help after read this book. This specific book exist new information the information that exist
in this reserve represented the condition of the world at this point. That is important to yo7u to learn how the
improvement of the world. This particular book will bring you with new era of the syndication. You can read
the e-book on your own smart phone, so you can read the idea anywhere you want.

Kellie Stephens:

As we know that book is significant thing to add our know-how for everything. By a e-book we can know
everything we would like. A book is a list of written, printed, illustrated or perhaps blank sheet. Every year
had been exactly added. This guide A Year Down Yonder was filled about science. Spend your free time to
add your knowledge about your scientific research competence. Some people has various feel when they
reading a book. If you know how big selling point of a book, you can truly feel enjoy to read a e-book. In the
modern era like currently, many ways to get book which you wanted.

Orville Hightower:

Do you like reading a reserve? Confuse to looking for your best book? Or your book ended up being rare?
Why so many problem for the book? But almost any people feel that they enjoy with regard to reading. Some
people likes reading, not only science book but also novel and A Year Down Yonder or perhaps others
sources were given expertise for you. After you know how the truly amazing a book, you feel wish to read
more and more. Science reserve was created for teacher or students especially. Those publications are
helping them to increase their knowledge. In some other case, beside science book, any other book likes A
Year Down Yonder to make your spare time more colorful. Many types of book like this.
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