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Breaking Bad: Critical Essays on the Contexts, Politics, Style, and Reception of
the Television Series, edited by David P. Pierson, explores the contexts, politics,
and style of AMC's original series Breaking Bad. The book's first section locates
and addresses the series from several contemporary social contexts, including
neo-liberalism, its discourses and policies, the cultural obsession with the
economy of time and its manipulation, and the epistemological principles and
assumptions of Walter White's criminal alias Heisenberg. Section two
investigates how the series characterizes and intersects with current cultural
politics, such as male angst and the re-emergence of hegemonic masculinity, the
complex portrayal of Latinos, and the depiction of physical and mental
impairment and disability. The final section takes a close look at the series'
distinctive visual, aural, and narrative stylistics. Under examination are Breaking
Bad's unique visual style whereby image dominates sound, the distinct role and
use of beginning teaser segments to disorient and enlighten audiences, the
representation of geographic space and place, the position of narrative songs to
complicate viewer identification, and the integral part that emotions play as a
form of dramatic action in the series.
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Breaking Bad: Critical Essays on the Contexts, Politics, Style, and Reception of the Television Series, edited
by David P. Pierson, explores the contexts, politics, and style of AMC's original series Breaking Bad. The
book's first section locates and addresses the series from several contemporary social contexts, including
neo-liberalism, its discourses and policies, the cultural obsession with the economy of time and its
manipulation, and the epistemological principles and assumptions of Walter White's criminal alias
Heisenberg. Section two investigates how the series characterizes and intersects with current cultural politics,
such as male angst and the re-emergence of hegemonic masculinity, the complex portrayal of Latinos, and
the depiction of physical and mental impairment and disability. The final section takes a close look at the
series' distinctive visual, aural, and narrative stylistics. Under examination are Breaking Bad's unique visual
style whereby image dominates sound, the distinct role and use of beginning teaser segments to disorient and
enlighten audiences, the representation of geographic space and place, the position of narrative songs to
complicate viewer identification, and the integral part that emotions play as a form of dramatic action in the
series.
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Editorial Review

Review
This is a very good collection. (Media Report)

The book is useful for students and researchers interested in Breaking Bad and provides an excellent reading
list for courses that analyze the series. Interdisciplinary in scope, the essays approach Breaking Bad from
political economy, cultural, and aesthetic perspectives. . . .Pierson’s anthology is a valuable first step in
critical evaluations of Breaking Bad. The book’s central strength is its interdisciplinary approach. . . .Pierson
compiles a useful and thought-provoking collection in this anthology. Just as The Sopranos provoked
substantial media scholarship about American culture, Breaking Bad will certainly inspire a wealth of
academic work for students and researchers alike. Pierson’s contribution is an admirable start. (Critical
Studies in Media Communication)

About the Author
David Pierson is an associate professor of media studies and chair of the Department of Communication and
Media Studies at the University of Southern Maine.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Florence Taylor:

What do you with regards to book? It is not important together with you? Or just adding material if you want
something to explain what the one you have problem? How about your extra time? Or are you busy person?
If you don't have spare time to perform others business, it is give you a sense of feeling bored faster. And
you have time? What did you do? Every individual has many questions above. They need to answer that
question due to the fact just their can do in which. It said that about reserve. Book is familiar in each person.
Yes, it is appropriate. Because start from on pre-school until university need this particular Breaking Bad:
Critical Essays on the Contexts, Politics, Style, and Reception of the Television Series to read.

Amy Lewis:

Reading a guide can be one of a lot of action that everyone in the world adores. Do you like reading book so.
There are a lot of reasons why people like it. First reading a e-book will give you a lot of new details. When
you read a publication you will get new information mainly because book is one of a number of ways to
share the information or perhaps their idea. Second, studying a book will make anyone more imaginative.
When you reading a book especially fiction book the author will bring you to definitely imagine the story
how the people do it anything. Third, you can share your knowledge to other folks. When you read this
Breaking Bad: Critical Essays on the Contexts, Politics, Style, and Reception of the Television Series, it is
possible to tells your family, friends along with soon about yours book. Your knowledge can inspire different
ones, make them reading a e-book.



Joseph Russell:

The e-book untitled Breaking Bad: Critical Essays on the Contexts, Politics, Style, and Reception of the
Television Series is the reserve that recommended to you to see. You can see the quality of the book content
that will be shown to you. The language that creator use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The
copy writer was did a lot of study when write the book, and so the information that they share for you is
absolutely accurate. You also could get the e-book of Breaking Bad: Critical Essays on the Contexts,
Politics, Style, and Reception of the Television Series from the publisher to make you far more enjoy free
time.

Tammy Schuler:

The reason why? Because this Breaking Bad: Critical Essays on the Contexts, Politics, Style, and Reception
of the Television Series is an unordinary book that the inside of the book waiting for you to snap the item but
latter it will surprise you with the secret that inside. Reading this book next to it was fantastic author who
have write the book in such incredible way makes the content interior easier to understand, entertaining
method but still convey the meaning entirely. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having this any
longer or you going to regret it. This excellent book will give you a lot of positive aspects than the other
book get such as help improving your ability and your critical thinking means. So , still want to delay having
that book? If I ended up you I will go to the e-book store hurriedly.
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