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Long before Edith Piaf sang "La vie en rose," her predecessors took to the stage
of the belle epoque music hall, singing of female desire, the treachery of men, the
harshness of working-class life, and the rough neighborhoods of Paris. Icon of
working-class femininity and the underworld, the realist singer signaled the
emergence of new cultural roles for women as well as shifts in the nature of
popular entertainment. Chanteuse in the City provides a genealogy of realist
performance through analysis of the music hall careers and film roles of
Mistinguett, Josephine Baker, Fréhel, and Damia. Above all, Conway offers a
fresh interpretation of 1930s French cinema, emphasizing its love affair with
popular song and its close connections to the music hall and the café-concert.

Conway uncovers an important tradition of female performance in the golden era
of French film, usually viewed as a cinema preoccupied with masculinity. She
shows how—in films such as Pépé le Moko, Le Crime de Monsieur Lange, and
Zouzou—the realist chanteuse addresses female despair at the hopelessness of
love. Conway also sheds light on the larger cultural implications of the shift from
the intimate café-concert to the spectacular music hall, before the talkies
displaced both kinds of live performance altogether.
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Long before Edith Piaf sang "La vie en rose," her predecessors took to the stage of the belle epoque music
hall, singing of female desire, the treachery of men, the harshness of working-class life, and the rough
neighborhoods of Paris. Icon of working-class femininity and the underworld, the realist singer signaled the
emergence of new cultural roles for women as well as shifts in the nature of popular entertainment.
Chanteuse in the City provides a genealogy of realist performance through analysis of the music hall careers
and film roles of Mistinguett, Josephine Baker, Fréhel, and Damia. Above all, Conway offers a fresh
interpretation of 1930s French cinema, emphasizing its love affair with popular song and its close
connections to the music hall and the café-concert.

Conway uncovers an important tradition of female performance in the golden era of French film, usually
viewed as a cinema preoccupied with masculinity. She shows how—in films such as Pépé le Moko, Le
Crime de Monsieur Lange, and Zouzou—the realist chanteuse addresses female despair at the hopelessness
of love. Conway also sheds light on the larger cultural implications of the shift from the intimate café-
concert to the spectacular music hall, before the talkies displaced both kinds of live performance altogether.
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Editorial Review

Review
"Conway's entirely original research is well structured and clearly written, imparts expert readings, and is
strengthened by historical groundedness. This is an extremely important book." - Christopher Faulkner,
author of The Social Cinema of Jean Renoir; "Conway's study offers fresh, challenging perspectives on
French film history, on women in French cinema, and on the relationship between film of the 1930s and the
city of Paris." - Judith Mayne, author of Cinema and Spectatorship"

From the Inside Flap

"This book represents a significant contribution to scholarship, and will fill a serious gap. Conway's entirely
original research is well structured and clearly written, imparts expert readings, and is strengthened by
historical groundedness. This is an extremely important book."—Christopher Faulkner, Carleton University,
author of The Social Cinema of Jean Renoir

"Offers fresh, challenging perspectives on French film history, on women in French cinema, and on the
relationship between film of the 1930s and the city of Paris."—Judith Mayne, Ohio State University, author
of Cinema and Spectatorship

From the Back Cover
"This book represents a significant contribution to scholarship, and will fill a serious gap. Conway's entirely
original research is well structured and clearly written, imparts expert readings, and is strengthened by
historical groundedness. This is an extremely important book."--Christopher Faulkner, Carleton University,
author of "The Social Cinema of Jean Renoir

"Offers fresh, challenging perspectives on French film history, on women in French cinema, and on the
relationship between film of the 1930s and the city of Paris."--Judith Mayne, Ohio State University, author
of "Cinema and Spectatorship

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Martin Williams:

Here thing why this Chanteuse in the City: The Realist Singer in French Film are different and trustworthy to
be yours. First of all reading through a book is good nevertheless it depends in the content than it which is
the content is as scrumptious as food or not. Chanteuse in the City: The Realist Singer in French Film giving
you information deeper and in different ways, you can find any publication out there but there is no book that
similar with Chanteuse in the City: The Realist Singer in French Film. It gives you thrill studying journey, its
open up your current eyes about the thing in which happened in the world which is probably can be
happened around you. You can easily bring everywhere like in playground, café, or even in your way home
by train. If you are having difficulties in bringing the branded book maybe the form of Chanteuse in the City:
The Realist Singer in French Film in e-book can be your alternate.



Lily Spivey:

Now a day folks who Living in the era where everything reachable by talk with the internet and the resources
in it can be true or not call for people to be aware of each details they get. How individuals to be smart in
having any information nowadays? Of course the answer is reading a book. Reading a book can help people
out of this uncertainty Information mainly this Chanteuse in the City: The Realist Singer in French Film
book as this book offers you rich details and knowledge. Of course the details in this book hundred pct
guarantees there is no doubt in it as you know.

Elizabeth McNeal:

Are you kind of active person, only have 10 or perhaps 15 minute in your day to upgrading your mind talent
or thinking skill even analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book than can satisfy your short
period of time to read it because all of this time you only find e-book that need more time to be examine.
Chanteuse in the City: The Realist Singer in French Film can be your answer mainly because it can be read
by you actually who have those short time problems.

Awilda Kell:

The book untitled Chanteuse in the City: The Realist Singer in French Film contain a lot of information on
this. The writer explains the girl idea with easy way. The language is very simple to implement all the
people, so do definitely not worry, you can easy to read the item. The book was compiled by famous author.
The author provides you in the new period of literary works. It is easy to read this book because you can
keep reading your smart phone, or model, so you can read the book inside anywhere and anytime. If you
want to buy the e-book, you can open their official web-site as well as order it. Have a nice go through.

Download and Read Online Chanteuse in the City: The Realist
Singer in French Film By Kelley Conway #03CTO68GSV9



Read Chanteuse in the City: The Realist Singer in French Film By
Kelley Conway for online ebook

Chanteuse in the City: The Realist Singer in French Film By Kelley Conway Free PDF d0wnl0ad, audio
books, books to read, good books to read, cheap books, good books, online books, books online, book
reviews epub, read books online, books to read online, online library, greatbooks to read, PDF best books to
read, top books to read Chanteuse in the City: The Realist Singer in French Film By Kelley Conway books to
read online.

Online Chanteuse in the City: The Realist Singer in French Film By Kelley Conway
ebook PDF download

Chanteuse in the City: The Realist Singer in French Film By Kelley Conway Doc

Chanteuse in the City: The Realist Singer in French Film By Kelley Conway Mobipocket

Chanteuse in the City: The Realist Singer in French Film By Kelley Conway EPub


