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There are few more important philosophers at work today than John Searle, a
creative and contentious thinker who has shaped the way we think about mind
and language. Now he offers a profound understanding of how we create a social
reality--areality of money, property, governments, marriages, stock markets and
cocktail parties.

The paradox he addresses in Making the Social World is that these facts only
exist because we think they exist and yet they have an objective existence.
Continuing aline of investigation begun in his earlier book The Construction of
Social Reality, Searle identifies the precise role of language in the creation of all
"ingtitutional facts." Hisaim isto show how mind, language and civilization are
natural products of the basic facts of the physical world described by physics,
chemistry and biology. Searle explains how asingle linguistic operation, repeated
over and over, is used to create and maintain the el aborate structures of human
socia ingtitutions. These ingtitutions serve to create and distribute power
relations that are pervasive and often invisible. These power relations motivate
human actions in away that provides the glue that holds human civilization
together.

Searle then applies the account to show how it relates to human rationality, the
freedom of the will, the nature of political power and the existence of universal
human rights. In the course of his explication, he asks whether robots can have
institutions, why the threat of force so often lies behind institutions, and he
denies that there can be such athing as a "state of nature” for language-using
human beings.
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There are few more important philosophers at work today than John Searle, a creative and contentious
thinker who has shaped the way we think about mind and language. Now he offers a profound understanding
of how we create a socia reality--areality of money, property, governments, marriages, stock markets and
cocktail parties.

The paradox he addresses in Making the Social World is that these facts only exist because we think they
exist and yet they have an objective existence. Continuing aline of investigation begun in his earlier book
The Construction of Social Reality, Searle identifies the precise role of language in the creation of all
"institutional facts." Hisam isto show how mind, language and civilization are natural products of the basic
facts of the physical world described by physics, chemistry and biology. Searle explains how asingle
linguistic operation, repeated over and over, is used to create and maintain the elaborate structures of human
social ingtitutions. These institutions serve to create and distribute power relations that are pervasive and
often invisible. These power relations motivate human actions in away that provides the glue that holds
human civilization together.

Searle then applies the account to show how it relates to human rationality, the freedom of the will, the
nature of political power and the existence of universal human rights. In the course of his explication, he asks
whether robots can have institutions, why the threat of force so often lies behind institutions, and he denies
that there can be such athing as a"state of nature” for language-using human beings.
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Editorial Review
Review

"stimulating and vigorous' --Colin McGinn, New York Review of Books

"Searle's latest book is more than recommendable.” --Economics and Philosophy

"The present [book] may be recommended to newcomers to [Searl€'s] philosophy as alively introductory
overview of many of his current research themes and of some of his past research achievements." --Notre
Dame Philosophical Reviews

"wonderfully clear and wonderfully ambitious" --American Journal of Sociology

"Making the Social World has no doubt been greatly anticipated by Searle's many colleagues and critics, as
his project has generated considerable interest. Searl€e's project should make a significant contribution to the
philosophy of the social sciences.” --Metapsychol ogy

About the Author

John Searleisthe Slusser Professor of the Philosophy of Mind and Language, University of California,
Berkeley. His eighteen books include Mind, Speech Acts, Intentionality and The Construction of Social
Reality.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Jonathan Gomes:

The book Making the Social World: The Structure of Human Civilization make one feel enjoy for your spare
time. Y ou may use to make your capable alot more increase. Book can to become your best friend when you
getting strain or having big problem with your subject. If you can make looking at a book Making the Social
World: The Structure of Human Civilization to become your habit, you can get much more advantages, like
add your own personal capable, increase your knowledge about afew or al subjects. It is possible to know
everything if you like open up and read a e-book Making the Social World: The Structure of Human
Civilization. Kinds of book are alot of. It means that, science reserve or encyclopedia or other people. So,



how do you think about this reserve?

Samuel Tapp:

The knowledge that you get from Making the Social World: The Structure of Human Civilization may be the
more deep you searching the information that hide within the words the more you get thinking about reading
it. It does not mean that this book is hard to know but Making the Social World: The Structure of Human
Civilization giving you thrill feeling of reading. The author conveys their point in a number of way that can
be understood by simply anyone who read it because the author of this e-book is well-known enough. That
book also makes your vocabulary increase well. Thereforeiit is easy to understand then can go along with
you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We advise you for having this kind of Making the Social
World: The Structure of Human Civilization instantly.

Penny Laughlin:

Hey guys, do you wants to finds a new book to study? May be the book with the concept Making the Socia
World: The Structure of Human Civilization suitable to you? Often the book was written by well-known
writer in this era. Often the book untitled Making the Social World: The Structure of Human Civilizationis
the one of several books that will everyone read now. This specific book was inspired many peoplein the
world. When you read this guide you will enter the new way of measuring that you ever know ahead of. The
author explained their thought in the simple way, therefore all of people can easily to be aware of the core of
thisreserve. This book will give you alots of information about this world now. To help you to see the
represented of the world in this particular book.

ChrisRobins:

Isit you who having spare time then spend it whole day by means of watching television programs or just
lying down on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Making the Social World: The Structure
of Human Civilization can be the answer, oh how comes? It's a book you know. Y ou are thus out of date,
spending your extratime by reading in this new erais common not a nerd activity. So what these ebooks
have than the others?
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