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A decade after his now-famous pronouncement of "the end of history,”" Francis
Fukuyama argues that as aresult of biomedical advances, we are facing the
possibility of afuture in which our humanity itself will be altered beyond
recognition. Fukuyama sketches a brief history of man's changing understanding
of human nature: from Plato and Aristotle to the modernity's utopians and
dictators who sought to remake mankind for ideological ends. Fukuyama argues
that the ability to manipulate the DNA of all of one person's descendants will
have profound, and potentially terrible, consequences for our political order, even
if undertaken with the best of intentions. In Our Posthuman Future, one of our
greatest socia philosophers begins to describe the potential effects of genetic
exploration on the foundation of liberal democracy: the belief that human beings
are equal by nature.
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Editorial Review

Amazon.com Review

Maybe we have a future after al: Our Posthuman Futureis political historian Francis Fukuyama's
reconsideration of his 1989 announcement that history had reached an end. He claims that science,
particularly genome studies, offersradical changes, possibly more profound than anything since the
development of language, in the way we think about human nature. He makes his case thoroughly and
eloguently, rarely dipping into philosophical or critical jargon and consistently maintaining an informal tone.

Fukuyama is deeply concerned about the erosion of the foundations of liberal democracy under pressure
from new concepts of humans and human rights, and most readers will find some room for agreement.
Ultimately, he argues for strong international regulation of human biotechnology and thoughtfully disposes
of the most compelling counterarguments. While readers might not agree that we're at risk of creating
Huxley's Brave New World, it's hard to deny that things are changing quickly and that perhaps we ought to
consider the changes before they're irrevocable. --Rab Lightner

From Publishers Weekly

Fukuyama (The End of History and the Last Man; Trust) is no stranger to controversial theses, and here he
advances two: that there are sound nonreligious reasons to put limits on biotechnology, and that such limits
can be enforced. Fukuyama argues that "the most significant threat” from biotechnology is "the possibility
that it will alter human nature and thereby move us into a “posthuman’ stage of history." The most obvious
way that might happen is through the achievement of genetically engineered "designer babies," but he
presents other, imminent routes as well: research on the genetic basis of behavior; neuropharmacol ogy,
which has already begun to reshape human behavior through drugs like Prozac and Ritalin; and the
prolongation of life, to the extent that society might come "to resemble a giant nursing home." Fukuyama
then draws on Aristotle and the concept of "natural right" to argue against unfettered devel opment of
biotechnology. His claim is that a substantive human nature exists, that basic ethical principles and political
rights such as equality are based on judgments about that nature, and therefore that human dignity itself
could belost if human nature is atered. Finally, he argues that state power, possibly in the form of new
regulatory institutions, should be used to regulate biotechnology, and that pessimism about the ability of the
globa community to do thisis unwarranted. Throughout, Fukuyama avoids ideological straitjackets and
articulates a position that is neither Luddite nor laissez-faire. The result is awell-written, carefully reasoned
assessment of the perils and promise of biotechnology, and of the possible safeguards against its misuse.
(Apr.) Forecast: Asthe FSG publicity material notes, Fukuyama famously declared in the wake of
communism's collapse that "the mgjor aternativesto liberal democracy” had "exhausted themselves." This
less dramatic assessment should still win a hearing, if not among scientists then among a public concerned
about science's growing power.

Copyright 2002 Cahners Business Information, Inc.

From Library Journal

In 1989, Fukuyama proclaimed the end of history. So what happened? Here he explains that we haven't yet
reached the end of science.

Copyright 2001 Reed Business Information, Inc.



Users Review
From reader reviews:
Jim M offett:

Do you certainly one of people who can't read satisfying if the sentence chained within the straightway, hold
on guysthiskind of aren't like that. This Our Posthuman Future: Consequences of the Biotechnology
Revolution book is readable through you who hate the straight word style. Y ou will find the data here are
arrange for enjoyable looking at experience without leaving also decrease the knowledge that want to offer to
you. The writer regarding Our Posthuman Future: Consequences of the Biotechnology Revolution content
conveys prospect easily to understand by alot of people. The printed and e-book are not different in the
information but it just different in the form of it. So , do you nonethel ess thinking Our Posthuman Future:
Consequences of the Biotechnology Revolution is not loveable to be your top checklist reading book?

Arthur McLaurin:

People livein this new day time of lifestyle always aim to and must have the spare time or they will get lots
of stress from both day to day life and work. So, if we ask do people have free time, we will say absolutely
of course. People is human not really a huge robot. Then we question again, what kind of activity are there
when the spare time coming to a person of course your answer may unlimited right. Then do you ever try this
one, reading textbooks. It can be your aternative with spending your spare time, the actual book you have
read is Our Posthuman Future: Consequences of the Biotechnology Revolution.

Jeff Weaver:

Reading can called imagination hangout, why? Because if you find yourself reading a book specially book
entitled Our Posthuman Future: Consequences of the Biotechnology Revolution your brain will drift away
trough every dimension, wandering in each and every aspect that maybe unknown for but surely can become
your mind friends. Imaging every word written in a publication then become one form conclusion and
explanation this maybe you never get just before. The Our Posthuman Future: Consequences of the
Biotechnology Revolution giving you a different experience more than blown away your brain but also
giving you useful information for your better life on this era. So now let us present to you the relaxing
pattern at this point is your body and mind are going to be pleased when you are finished reading it, like
winning a casino game. Do you want to try this extraordinary paying spare time activity?

Joshua Miner:

Does one one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt if you are in the book store? Try and pick
one book that you find out the inside because don't determine book by its cover may doesn't work thisis
difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not seeing that fantastic asin the outside search
likes. Maybe you answer might be Our Posthuman Future: Consequences of the Biotechnology Revolution
why because the amazing cover that make you consider with regards to the content will not disappoint an
individual. Theinside or content will be fantastic as the outside or perhaps cover. Y our reading 6th sense
will directly make suggestions to pick up this book.
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