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Just a quick look at the news headlines on any given day is a powerful reminder
that devastating armed conflicts worldwide are destroying lives and whole
communities often in the name of religion. Hidden in the news, if reported on at
all, are the brave religious leaders in these zones of violence, working to bring
peace and reconciliation to their people. These inspiring men and women offer
critical insights and skills for addressing today's most urgent conflicts. But their
stories are rarely told. Peacemakers in Action: Profiles of Religion in Conflict
Resolution shares the experiences of 16 such remarkable religious peacemakers
who have put their lives on the line in conflicts around the world from Israel-
Palestine to Northern Ireland, the Balkans, Sudan, South Africa, El Salvador,
Indonesia and beyond. For each of them, religious texts and traditions have
served both as a source of inspiration and as a practical resource in resolv ing
conflict. These grassroots peacemakers are powerful, but underutilized actors for
resolving some of the world's most horrifying conflicts. As such, this book
contains timely information for diplomats, government officials, and resolution
practitioners, as well as today's students of religion and international affairs, our
future peacemakers. And in a world where religion-based conflict affects us all,
this book provides critical lessons and much-needed hope for each of us.
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Just a quick look at the news headlines on any given day is a powerful reminder that devastating armed
conflicts worldwide are destroying lives and whole communities often in the name of religion. Hidden in the
news, if reported on at all, are the brave religious leaders in these zones of violence, working to bring peace
and reconciliation to their people. These inspiring men and women offer critical insights and skills for
addressing today's most urgent conflicts. But their stories are rarely told. Peacemakers in Action: Profiles of
Religion in Conflict Resolution shares the experiences of 16 such remarkable religious peacemakers who
have put their lives on the line in conflicts around the world from Israel-Palestine to Northern Ireland, the
Balkans, Sudan, South Africa, El Salvador, Indonesia and beyond. For each of them, religious texts and
traditions have served both as a source of inspiration and as a practical resource in resolv ing conflict. These
grassroots peacemakers are powerful, but underutilized actors for resolving some of the world's most
horrifying conflicts. As such, this book contains timely information for diplomats, government officials, and
resolution practitioners, as well as today's students of religion and international affairs, our future
peacemakers. And in a world where religion-based conflict affects us all, this book provides critical lessons
and much-needed hope for each of us.
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Editorial Review

Review
"I really admire the Tanenbaum Center Peacemakers in Action. They work courageously for the greater good
under the most difficult circumstances. In order to build world peace through inner peace, I think the world's
religious traditions have a special role. We should all learn from and follow their great example."
--His Holiness the Dalai Lama

"Compelling stories of real people who did not wear their religion on their sleeve but took their faith to heart,
to the streets, and most importantly toward engaging the conflicts in their backyards and then finding ways to
constructively overcome enmity and hatred. This is a must read for people of faith and those with doubts
about the integrity of religion in our contemporary world of cultural wars and the clash of civilizations, an
inspiration to all of us."
--Dr. John Paul Lederach, Professor of International Peacebuilding, Joan B. Kroc Institute of
International Peace Studies, University of Notre Dame

"The Peacemakers and their experiences reflect the courage, resolve and ethical determination of putting
faith into action. In a world beset by perennial conflicts, fear, suspicion and hatred, we would do well to
learn by analogy."
--His Royal Highness Prince El Hassan bin Talal of Jordan

"Here's the proof that religion can be an active and positive partner in the search for solutions. Drawing on
the solid international experience of practitioners in the field, the Tanenbaum Center, a pioneer in the
application of religion to conflict resolution, has provided an invaluable road map to the search for peace."
--Sir Sigmund Sternberg, 1998 Templeton Prize Winner, Co-founder of The Three Faiths Forum

"Perhaps there is no greater grief in the human family as when a brother strikes a brother. But there is no
greater power and joy as when a brother and a sister come together to heal these conflicts. Peacemakers in
Action tells the stories of sixteen such individuals with great empathy, compassion, and impact. May all of
us be good students of the powerful lessons offered on these pages. Religious cooperation is a path to peace.
We need only follow it."
--Dr. William F. Vendley, Secretary General, Religions for Peace

"This is the single most important book published in the field of religion and conflict resolution to date
because, through the brilliant presentation of our most eminent scholar, David Little, it finally demonstrates
the evidence of what we have all be arguing, the living examples of heroic, positive religious peacemaking,
and their inherent potential to change the face of the global community, if we let them."
--Dr. Marc Gopin, Author of Holy War, Holy Peace, Oxford University Press, 2002)

"Are there children of a lesser God?



Are there lives that are worth less?
Are there truths that are more so?

Heroes are those who answer: no with their lives to those questions. Peacemakers in Action tells their
stories and peacemaking achievements. More importantly, what emerges is a new narrative of human
interaction across divides so alien to the shouts and arrogance of leaders who cannot lead without an enemy."
--Gianni Picco, Former chief UN hostage negotiator, Author of Man Without a Gun: One Diplomat's
Secret Struggle to Free the Hostages, Fight Terrorism, and End a War (Crown, 1999)

"The Tanenbaum Center is ahead of our time with its program Peacemakers in Action. In today's world,
religion is often a source of conflict. By profiling those courageous individuals who put themselves at risk to
use religion to resolve rather than cause conflict, the Tanenbaum Center shines an important spotlight on a
hidden tool in today's dangerous world. This impressive volume of brave leaders' stories around the world is
also a testament to the key role of women in resolving conflict. World leaders should read this book and
learn its lessons. They fail to do so at their peril."
--Ambassador Nancy Soderberg, Former U.S. Ambassador to the U.N. Author of The Superpower
Myth: The Use and Misuse of American Might (2005)

"Theory is one thing; practice quite another. This book is about the doing, not the talking. As such, it
provides new and important insights into the practical challenges of religious peacemaking. It also helps
define the art of the possible in this burgeoning, yet largely unexplored, field."
--Dr. Douglas Johnston, Founder and President, International Center for Religion and Diplomacy, Co-
editor of Religion: The Missing Dimension of Statecraft (1994)

"I strongly commend Peacemakers in Action at this time when religion's leaders and its positive role are
being questioned.

This book illustrates the successful work actually being done on the ground at the micro level by many
religious leaders of differing faiths who work to diminish the darkness. They are all united in using their
moral suasion to further the peace and justice that arises from their beliefs, and to build bridges of
coexistence and community.

It also illustrates the importance for all leaders at the macro level to support these religious leaders who wish
to unify, instead of divide, and to assist in furthering their visions and dreams of a world where common
values of a peaceful community are universally respected."
--Alan Slifka, Board Chairman of The Abraham Fund Initiatives

"Peacemakers in Action persuasively makes the case for the positive role people religion can play in those
parts of the world that have seen devastating destruction of innocent life. Each personal journey toward
conflict resolution and peace reveals the unspoken quality of each anonymous servant of God, male or
female, without whose sincere efforts on the path to peace, the suffering of the people in those regions would
have continued unabatedly.

Needless to say, without the efforts of the Tanenbaum Center, the present volume mapping the constructive
role religion can serve as a resource for peacemaking would have remained inaccessible. The beautifully
written narrative of real people engaged in peacemaking provides a plan of action for those who want to



emulate peacemakers like Pastor Wuye, Imam Ashafa, Father Reid, Rabbi Froman, Sakena Yacoobi and
many others, who stand out as beacons of light in the darkness of injustice and violence. A rare and unique
addition to the literature on what people of religion can deliver in action today."
--Dr. Abdulaziz Sachedina , Author ofIslamic Roots of Democratic Pluralism (2001)

"Peacemakers in Action is a wonderful and inspiring book. It is through the publication of stories like this
that progress toward peace in the world proceeds. Having read the book, I feel more optimistic about our
future than I did before. It shows that peace is possible, and that is no mean accomplishment."
--John C. Whitehead

"...distinct quality...complement the established work of multi-track diplomacy, especially when engaged in
the context of protracted social conflicts...Those interested in the prospect of peace and human security
might recognize in the Tanenbaum Center's Peacemakers Project the efforts of being "voices" that cry from
the "wilderness" (Matthew 2:3) of chronic violence, while at the same time inviting others to take a look at
what could be possible even in the most troubled circumstance..."
--Michael Kuchinsky, Garner Web University, Human Rights & Human Welfare

About the Author
David Little is the Harvard Divinity School Professor of the Practice in Religion, Ethnicity, and International
Conflict and Faculty Associate at the Weatherhead Center for International Affairs. Before joining Harvard
Divinity School, David was Senior Scholar in Religion, Ethics, and Human Rights at USIP, where he
directed the Working Group on Religion, Ideology, and Peace. From 1996-8, he was on the State Department
Advisory Committee on Religious Freedom Abroad. He co-authored Islamic Activism and US Foreign
Policy and wrote two volumes in the USIP series on religion, nationalism, and intolerance.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Gabriel Reed:

Inside other case, little individuals like to read book Peacemakers in Action: Profiles of Religion in Conflict
Resolution. You can choose the best book if you'd prefer reading a book. Provided that we know about how
is important any book Peacemakers in Action: Profiles of Religion in Conflict Resolution. You can add
information and of course you can around the world by a book. Absolutely right, simply because from book
you can recognize everything! From your country until finally foreign or abroad you can be known. About
simple factor until wonderful thing you are able to know that. In this era, we can easily open a book or
perhaps searching by internet unit. It is called e-book. You should use it when you feel bored stiff to go to
the library. Let's learn.

Morris Whitfield:

In this 21st centuries, people become competitive in most way. By being competitive now, people have do
something to make all of them survives, being in the middle of typically the crowded place and notice by
surrounding. One thing that sometimes many people have underestimated it for a while is reading. Yep, by
reading a book your ability to survive raise then having chance to stand than other is high. For you who want
to start reading a book, we give you this particular Peacemakers in Action: Profiles of Religion in Conflict
Resolution book as beginning and daily reading reserve. Why, because this book is usually more than just a



book.

Virginia Comer:

Reading a reserve tends to be new life style on this era globalization. With examining you can get a lot of
information that can give you benefit in your life. Together with book everyone in this world can share their
idea. Textbooks can also inspire a lot of people. Plenty of author can inspire their particular reader with their
story or maybe their experience. Not only situation that share in the books. But also they write about the
ability about something that you need instance. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your sons or
daughters, there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors on earth always try to improve
their talent in writing, they also doing some research before they write on their book. One of them is this
Peacemakers in Action: Profiles of Religion in Conflict Resolution.

Miguel Lynch:

Many people spending their moment by playing outside having friends, fun activity together with family or
just watching TV all day every day. You can have new activity to pay your whole day by reading a book.
Ugh, ya think reading a book can definitely hard because you have to use the book everywhere? It alright
you can have the e-book, delivering everywhere you want in your Smart phone. Like Peacemakers in Action:
Profiles of Religion in Conflict Resolution which is finding the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's
see.
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