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Plato's frontal attack on poetry has always been a problem for sympathetic
students, who have often minimized or avoided it. Beginning with the premise
that the attack must be taken seriously, Mr. Havelock shows that Plato's hostility
is explained by the continued domination of the poetic tradition in contemporary
Greek thought.

The reason for the dominance of this tradition was technological. In a nonliterate
culture, stored experience necessary to cultural stability had to be preserved as
poetry in order to be memorized. Plato attacks poets, particularly Homer, as the
sole source of Greek moral and technical instruction--Mr. Havelock shows how
the Illiad acted as an oral encyclopedia. Under the label of mimesis, Plato
condemns the poetic process of emotional identification and the necessity of
presenting content as a series of specific images in a continued narrative.

The second part of the book discusses the Platonic Forms as an aspect of an
increasingly rational culture. Literate Greece demanded, instead of poetic
discourse, a vocabulary and a sentence structure both abstract and explicit in
which experience could be described normatively and analytically: in short a
language of ethics and science.
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Plato's frontal attack on poetry has always been a problem for sympathetic students, who have often
minimized or avoided it. Beginning with the premise that the attack must be taken seriously, Mr. Havelock
shows that Plato's hostility is explained by the continued domination of the poetic tradition in contemporary
Greek thought.

The reason for the dominance of this tradition was technological. In a nonliterate culture, stored experience
necessary to cultural stability had to be preserved as poetry in order to be memorized. Plato attacks poets,
particularly Homer, as the sole source of Greek moral and technical instruction--Mr. Havelock shows how
the Illiad acted as an oral encyclopedia. Under the label of mimesis, Plato condemns the poetic process of
emotional identification and the necessity of presenting content as a series of specific images in a continued
narrative.

The second part of the book discusses the Platonic Forms as an aspect of an increasingly rational culture.
Literate Greece demanded, instead of poetic discourse, a vocabulary and a sentence structure both abstract
and explicit in which experience could be described normatively and analytically: in short a language of
ethics and science.
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Editorial Review

Review
The frontiers of several fields of research meet in this rich and germinal study. Professor Havelock is
concerned with Greek epic poetry and Plato's attack on it, with the whole of the Greek paideia as it existed
before and after Plato, with the technological problems of communication, and, finally, with the emergence
of Plato's doctrine of "forms," in its total cultural setting...In brief, Havelock's point is that Plato's attack on
poetry is integral to his philosophy as such if we see poetry as what it really was in his day...Havelock's
thesis is a sweeping one, and, on the whole, utterly convincing, tying in with the findings of an increasing
number of recent psychological, historical, philosophical, and cultural studies. (Walter J. Ong)

A book bursting with new ideas, all of them exciting. It
may well turn out to be a landmark in the study of Greek
thought and literature. (B. M. W. Knox)

This book makes a major contribution...will offer the
reader many hours of stimulating thought and a powerful
challenge to reexamine some basic assumptions about the
early Greek mind. (The Classical Bulletin)

Review
The frontiers of several fields of research meet in this rich and germinal study. Professor Havelock is
concerned with Greek epic poetry and Plato's attack on it, with the whole of the Greek paideia as it existed
before and after Plato, with the technological problems of communication, and, finally, with the emergence
of Plato's doctrine of "forms," in its total cultural setting...In brief, Havelock's point is that Plato's attack on
poetry is integral to his philosophy as such if we see poetry as what it really was in his day...Havelock's
thesis is a sweeping one, and, on the whole, utterly convincing, tying in with the findings of an increasing
number of recent psychological, historical, philosophical, and cultural studies. (Walter J. Ong)
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Users Review

From reader reviews:

Rolando Gil:

Throughout other case, little individuals like to read book Preface to Plato (History of the Greek Mind). You
can choose the best book if you love reading a book. Providing we know about how is important the book
Preface to Plato (History of the Greek Mind). You can add understanding and of course you can around the
world by way of a book. Absolutely right, due to the fact from book you can realize everything! From your
country right up until foreign or abroad you will be known. About simple issue until wonderful thing you are
able to know that. In this era, you can open a book or perhaps searching by internet system. It is called e-
book. You can utilize it when you feel weary to go to the library. Let's examine.



Katrina Frey:

The e-book with title Preface to Plato (History of the Greek Mind) contains a lot of information that you can
discover it. You can get a lot of advantage after read this book. That book exist new know-how the
information that exist in this guide represented the condition of the world right now. That is important to
yo7u to be aware of how the improvement of the world. This particular book will bring you in new era of the
the positive effect. You can read the e-book on your smart phone, so you can read the item anywhere you
want.

Ann Birdsell:

A lot of people always spent their own free time to vacation or perhaps go to the outside with them loved
ones or their friend. Do you know? Many a lot of people spent these people free time just watching TV, or
maybe playing video games all day long. If you want to try to find a new activity that's look different you
can read the book. It is really fun for yourself. If you enjoy the book which you read you can spent all day
every day to reading a e-book. The book Preface to Plato (History of the Greek Mind) it is extremely good to
read. There are a lot of individuals who recommended this book. These folks were enjoying reading this
book. When you did not have enough space bringing this book you can buy often the e-book. You can m0ore
simply to read this book through your smart phone. The price is not too expensive but this book possesses
high quality.

James Sanchez:

Playing with family in the park, coming to see the ocean world or hanging out with good friends is thing that
usually you will have done when you have spare time, and then why you don't try issue that really opposite
from that. Just one activity that make you not experiencing tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you have been ride on and with addition associated with. Even you love Preface to Plato (History of
the Greek Mind), you can enjoy both. It is fine combination right, you still desire to miss it? What kind of
hangout type is it? Oh can happen its mind hangout fellas. What? Still don't get it, oh come on its referred to
as reading friends.
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