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Social Inequality – examining our present while understanding our past. Social
Inequality and Social Statification in US Society, 1st edition uses a historical and
conceptual framework to explain social stratification and social inequality. The
historical scope gives context to each issue discussed and allows the reader to
understand how each topic has evolved over the course of American history. The
authors use qualitative data to help explain socioeconomic issues and connect
related topics. Each chapter examines major concepts, so readers can see how an
individual’s success in stratified settings often relies heavily on their access to
valued resources–types of capital which involve finances, schooling, social
networking, and cultural competence.   Analyzing the impact of capital types
throughout the text helps map out the prospects for individuals, families, and also
classes to maintain or alter their position in social-stratification systems.

Learning Goals

Upon completing this book, readers will be able to:●

Analyze the four major American classes, as well as how race and gender are●

linked to inequalities in the United States
Understand attempts to reduce social inequality●

Identify major historical events that have influenced current trends●

Understand how qualitative sources help reveal the inner workings that●

accompany people’s struggles with the socioeconomic order
Recognize the impact of social-stratification systems on individuals and●

families
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Editorial Review

Review

Through a historically grounded conceptual framework that explains the presence and reproduction of social
stratification and social inequality, [Social Inequality and Social Stratification in US Society] analyzes the
four major American classes (upper class, middle class, working class, and the poor), identifies the major
historical events that have influenced contemporary social inequality, and supplements the quantitative
overview of rates and trends with rich, qualitative sources that reveal how the American dream of
socioeconomic uplift is really an American nightmare.

Doob pays careful attention to how American capitalism functions as a system of class and caste, with
special attention to status groups, occupational mobility, income and wealth, and many other elements that
facilitate stratification and limit life chances. Unlike many other textbooks on the market, which attempt a
faux ‘‘fair and balanced’’ overview of various ‘‘theories’’ of stratification that attempt to explain away
inequality as an unfortunate by-product of the liberal state or as a problem only of irrational, microlevel
discrimination, Doob stakes his claim early on. Briefly noting Davis and Moore’s (1945)
structural–functionalist theory of stratification, he moves quickly through its flaws and takes the reader on a
tour de force of more critical perspectives: from Marxist critiques, Weberian ‘‘iron cages,’’ Mills’ ‘‘power
elite’’ to Dye’s institutional elite, where he does not dismiss any of the aforementioned perspectives but
honestly shows how each shines light on a different aspect of capital, labor, and our major social structures.

Social Inequality and Social Stratification in US Society is an excellent book for those looking to introduce
young readers to the paradoxes, contradictions, and human suffering inherent in the capitalist enterprise.

Matthew W. Hughey in Humanity & Society 2015, Vol. 39(2) 258

About the Author

Since the 1970s, Christopher B. Doob has taught sociology at Southern Connecticut State University.  His
published works include Sociology:  An Introduction (six editions); Social Problems;  Race, Ethnicity, and
the Urban American Mainstream; and Racism:  An American Cauldron, the second edition of which received
a Myers Center Award for the Study of Human Rights.

In addition, Doob has been active in his community, serving as coordinator for the university’s Urban
Initiatives, which established math tutoring classes for inner-city children.  He has also participated in the
struggle for welfare rights and been a long-time volunteer in two local adult-education programs.

Users Review

From reader reviews:



Roberta Petty:

Have you spare time for just a day? What do you do when you have much more or little spare time? Sure,
you can choose the suitable activity regarding spend your time. Any person spent their particular spare time
to take a stroll, shopping, or went to typically the Mall. How about open or perhaps read a book allowed
Social Inequality and Social Stratification in U.S. Society? Maybe it is to be best activity for you. You
already know beside you can spend your time together with your favorite's book, you can cleverer than
before. Do you agree with its opinion or you have various other opinion?

Ana Steadman:

What do you consider book? It is just for students since they're still students or this for all people in the
world, what best subject for that? Simply you can be answered for that problem above. Every person has
diverse personality and hobby for each and every other. Don't to be obligated someone or something that
they don't wish do that. You must know how great in addition to important the book Social Inequality and
Social Stratification in U.S. Society. All type of book is it possible to see on many methods. You can look
for the internet solutions or other social media.

Randall Yang:

People live in this new time of lifestyle always make an effort to and must have the time or they will get lot
of stress from both lifestyle and work. So , if we ask do people have time, we will say absolutely yes. People
is human not just a robot. Then we consult again, what kind of activity do you have when the spare time
coming to a person of course your answer may unlimited right. Then do you ever try this one, reading
textbooks. It can be your alternative within spending your spare time, the book you have read is definitely
Social Inequality and Social Stratification in U.S. Society.

Yolanda Matlock:

What is your hobby? Have you heard this question when you got pupils? We believe that that problem was
given by teacher to their students. Many kinds of hobby, All people has different hobby. And also you know
that little person just like reading or as reading become their hobby. You need to understand that reading is
very important and book as to be the matter. Book is important thing to provide you knowledge, except your
teacher or lecturer. You find good news or update regarding something by book. Numerous books that can
you choose to use be your object. One of them is Social Inequality and Social Stratification in U.S. Society.
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