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News media, movies, blogs and video games issue constant invitations to picture
war, experience the thrill of combat, and revisit battles past. War, it's often said,
sells. But what does it take to sell a war, and to what extent can news media be
viewed as disinterested reporters of truth?

Lively and highly readable, this book explores how wars have been reported,
interpreted and perpetuated from the dawn of the media age to the present digital
era. Spanning a broad geographical and historical canvas, Susan L. Carruthers
provides a compelling analysis of the forces that shape the production of news
and images of war – from state censorship to more subtle forms of military
manipulation and popular pressure. This fully revised second edition has been
updated to cover modern-day conflict in the post 9/11 epoch, including the wars
in Iraq and Afghanistan.

Rich in historical detail, The Media at War also provides sharp insights into
contemporary experience, prompting critical reflection on western society's
paradoxical attitudes towards war.
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News media, movies, blogs and video games issue constant invitations to picture war, experience the thrill of
combat, and revisit battles past. War, it's often said, sells. But what does it take to sell a war, and to what
extent can news media be viewed as disinterested reporters of truth?

Lively and highly readable, this book explores how wars have been reported, interpreted and perpetuated
from the dawn of the media age to the present digital era. Spanning a broad geographical and historical
canvas, Susan L. Carruthers provides a compelling analysis of the forces that shape the production of news
and images of war – from state censorship to more subtle forms of military manipulation and popular
pressure. This fully revised second edition has been updated to cover modern-day conflict in the post 9/11
epoch, including the wars in Iraq and Afghanistan.

Rich in historical detail, The Media at War also provides sharp insights into contemporary experience,
prompting critical reflection on western society's paradoxical attitudes towards war.
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Editorial Review

Review

"With a fine appreciation of the breadth of her subject, Susan Carruthers has delivered a valuable assessment
of the complex synergy between media and conflict. Well written and thoughtful, The Media at War is an
essential contribution to the literature of this important field." - Philip Seib, University of Southern
California, USA

"Displaying an outstanding command of the area, Susan L. Carruthers provides a well-written and cogently-
argued introduction to the terrain between media, popular imagination and war." - Steven Livingston,
George Washington University, USA 
 
"Studded with brilliant insight, Susan Carruthers draws on a wide range of disciplines to produce a carefully
crafted analysis of the relationship between media and war. The result is a true tour de force that is
guaranteed to inspire the reader." - David Welch, University of Kent, UK
 
Reviews of the first edition:
 
"Carruthers has produced an ambitious and accomplished study that will be of obvious interest across a range
of academic disciplines but a particularly welcome addition to the growing literature on the subject of war
and the media." -- Greg McLaughlin, Ethnicity and Cultural Politics

"An excellent introduction to the study of the media and war. The circular format the author adopts makes
the book intriguingly readable. The text is well documented and balanced in its presentation of existing
scholarship in this field." -- Elizabeth Stanley-Mitchell, Millennium

"...an interesting and pleasant lecture for those interested in how mass media affects and models inter-ethnic
relations in welfare times, while constructing powerful stereotypical images based on ethnic, cultural or
religious differences." -- Despina Dumitrica, The Ethnic Conflict

"Susan Carruthers...has done an excellent job of analysing journalistic and entertainment media as integral
elements of the war system...Citing an array of primarily UK and US sources...the author provides both
historical context and a realistic projection of what lies ahead." -- Philip Seib, News and Myth
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From the Back Cover
News media, movies, blogs and video games issue constant invitations to picture war, experience the thrill of
combat, and revisit battles past. War, it's often said, sells. But what does it take to sell a war, and to what
extent can news media be viewed as disinterested reporters of truth?

Lively and highly readable, this book explores how wars have been reported, interpreted and perpetuated
from the dawn of the media age to the present digital era. Spanning a broad geographical and historical
canvas, Susan L. Carruthers provides a compelling analysis of the forces that shape the production of news
and images of war – from state censorship to more subtle forms of military manipulation and popular
pressure. This fully revised second edition has been updated to cover modern-day conflict in the post 9/11
epoch, including the wars in Iraq and Afghanistan.

Rich in historical detail, The Media at War also provides sharp insights into contemporary experience,
prompting critical reflection on western society's paradoxical attitudes towards war.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Jose Campbell:

Information is provisions for individuals to get better life, information nowadays can get by anyone at
everywhere. The information can be a information or any news even restricted. What people must be
consider when those information which is inside former life are challenging to be find than now's taking
seriously which one is acceptable to believe or which one the actual resource are convinced. If you have the
unstable resource then you obtain it as your main information we will see huge disadvantage for you. All
those possibilities will not happen within you if you take The Media at War as your daily resource



information.

Shawn Jones:

Spent a free a chance to be fun activity to perform! A lot of people spent their down time with their family,
or all their friends. Usually they performing activity like watching television, going to beach, or picnic within
the park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Do you wish to something different to
fill your free time/ holiday? Could be reading a book can be option to fill your cost-free time/ holiday. The
first thing that you ask may be what kinds of guide that you should read. If you want to test look for book,
may be the guide untitled The Media at War can be very good book to read. May be it might be best activity
to you.

Kathryn Botello:

The reason? Because this The Media at War is an unordinary book that the inside of the publication waiting
for you to snap the idea but latter it will zap you with the secret this inside. Reading this book adjacent to it
was fantastic author who else write the book in such remarkable way makes the content on the inside easier
to understand, entertaining method but still convey the meaning completely. So , it is good for you for not
hesitating having this anymore or you going to regret it. This phenomenal book will give you a lot of
advantages than the other book get such as help improving your proficiency and your critical thinking
approach. So , still want to postpone having that book? If I ended up you I will go to the e-book store
hurriedly.

Sanjuanita Mecham:

Within this era which is the greater particular person or who has ability in doing something more are more
special than other. Do you want to become certainly one of it? It is just simple strategy to have that. What
you must do is just spending your time very little but quite enough to have a look at some books. One of
many books in the top listing in your reading list is definitely The Media at War. This book which is
qualified as The Hungry Hills can get you closer in growing to be precious person. By looking way up and
review this e-book you can get many advantages.
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