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Everyone loves a good villain! From the back pages of history, vivid,
entertaining portraits of little-known scoundrels whose misdeeds range from
the simply inept to the truly horrifying.

Even if you're an avid history buff, you've probably never heard of this
disreputable cast of characters: A drunken, ne'er-do-well cop who abandoned his
post at Ford's Theatre, giving assassin John Wilkes Booth unchallenged access to
President Lincoln; a notorious Kansas quack who made millions by implanting
billy goat testicles in gullible male patients; and America's worst female serial
killer ever. These are three of the memorable but little-known rogues profiled in
this eye-opening and entertaining book.

Dividing his profiles into three categories--villains, scoundrels, and rogues--
author and former National Geographic editor Paul Martin serves up concise,
colorful biographies of thirty of America's most outrageous characters. Whether
readers choose to be horrified by the story of Ed Gein, Alfred Hitchcock's
hideous inspiration for Psycho, or marvel at the clever duplicity of the con artist
who originated the phony bookie operation portrayed in The Sting, there's
something here for everyone.

Brimming with audacious, unforgettable characters often overlooked by standard
history books, this page-turner is a must for anyone with an interest in the
varieties of human misbehavior.
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Editorial Review

From Booklist
This collection of exceptionally well-crafted historical portraits deals, in descending order, with monsters,
the merely evil, and the unscrupulous. The first include such people as the owners of the Triangle Shirtwaist
Company and serial murderer Ed Gein. The second includes Old West adventuress Squirrel Tooth Annie, the
journalist who puffed up Robert Peary’s claim to have reached the North Pole, and a doctor who lent himself
to the American eugenics movement. The last category includes a number of the merely fraudulent as well as
a charming old gentleman who counterfeited one-dollar bills to keep himself in pocket change. Apart from
his literate writing, Martin also has the knack for passing harsh judgments when they are deserved and also
withholding them when they are not. A model of how to write short popular history. --Roland Green

Review
"Martin's rich and varied portraits display misbehavior, from simple idiocy and apathy to conniving con men,
gold diggers, and gamblers.... They make a pretty reprehensible bunch, but Martin puts their crimes in
context while keeping the book entertaining and informative." --Publishers Weekly STARRED REVIEW

"This collection of exceptionally well-crafted historical portraits deals, in descending order, with monsters,
the merely evil, and the unscrupulous.... Apart from his literate writing, Martin also has the knack for passing
harsh judgments when they are deserved and also withholding them when they are not. A model of how to
write short popular history." --Booklist

Praise for Secret Heroes:

"Will surprise and, perhaps, inspire readers." --Booklist  

"Self-sacrifice and determination abound in the tales....Meticulously researched, Martin holds his subjects in
deserved high-esteem." --Publishers Weekly

"Reverent character sketches of some unusually self-reliant Americans....Inspirational yarns of exceptional
folks who made a difference...surprisingly entertaining." --Kirkus Reviews 

About the Author
Paul Martin, who spent more than thirty years with the National Geographic Society as an editor and writer,
is the author of Secret Heroes: Everyday Americans Who Shaped Our World (William Morrow, 2012); Land
of the Ascending Dragon: Rediscovering Vietnam (Gates & Bridges, 1997); two other nonfiction books and
more than a hundred articles.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Judy Chisolm:

Have you spare time for a day? What do you do when you have a lot more or little spare time? Yep, you can
choose the suitable activity intended for spend your time. Any person spent all their spare time to take a

http://localhost/gp/feature.html/?docId=1000027801


wander, shopping, or went to the particular Mall. How about open or perhaps read a book eligible Villains,
Scoundrels, and Rogues: Incredible True Tales of Mischief and Mayhem? Maybe it is to get best activity for
you. You realize beside you can spend your time together with your favorite's book, you can better than
before. Do you agree with its opinion or you have other opinion?

Demarcus Bechtel:

The book Villains, Scoundrels, and Rogues: Incredible True Tales of Mischief and Mayhem make you feel
enjoy for your spare time. You can utilize to make your capable far more increase. Book can for being your
best friend when you getting stress or having big problem using your subject. If you can make reading a
book Villains, Scoundrels, and Rogues: Incredible True Tales of Mischief and Mayhem for being your habit,
you can get a lot more advantages, like add your current capable, increase your knowledge about some or all
subjects. You may know everything if you like available and read a e-book Villains, Scoundrels, and
Rogues: Incredible True Tales of Mischief and Mayhem. Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science
reserve or encyclopedia or some others. So , how do you think about this reserve?

Janice Smith:

Does one one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt if you find yourself in the book store?
Attempt to pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't assess book by its handle may
doesn't work here is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not while fantastic as in the
outside appearance likes. Maybe you answer may be Villains, Scoundrels, and Rogues: Incredible True Tales
of Mischief and Mayhem why because the great cover that make you consider about the content will not
disappoint you. The inside or content will be fantastic as the outside or even cover. Your reading sixth sense
will directly guide you to pick up this book.

Kimberly Martin:

That publication can make you to feel relax. That book Villains, Scoundrels, and Rogues: Incredible True
Tales of Mischief and Mayhem was colourful and of course has pictures on there. As we know that book
Villains, Scoundrels, and Rogues: Incredible True Tales of Mischief and Mayhem has many kinds or
category. Start from kids until teenagers. For example Naruto or Private eye Conan you can read and feel
that you are the character on there. Therefore , not at all of book are usually make you bored, any it offers up
you feel happy, fun and chill out. Try to choose the best book to suit your needs and try to like reading that.
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