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A pioneering assessment of the history of the English novel, Stephen Ahern's
new study "Affected Sensibilities" reconsiders the role played by the early
British novel in the shift from a culture of libertinism during the Restoration and
its aftermath, to a culture of sentimentality from mid-century through the
beginnings of Romanticism. In a perceptive series of essays on prose narratives,
the author develops the provocative thesis that the amatory, sentimental, and
Gothic fictional forms that dominate the marketplace in the early years of the
novel are deeply connected by a concern with sensibility, a capacity for living
intensely that is largely determined by class and gender. Countering the standard
account of sensibility's history, Ahern asserts the concept first appeared in the
later seventeenth-century amatory tales and novels of Aphra Behn, and
furthermore outlines significant continuities among the amatory, the sentimental,
and the Gothic as fictional genres and as broader cultural modes. Ahern's
extensive, careful, and original analyses combining studies of romance with
studies of sensibility bring valuable new insights to a growing field of study.
With a wide range of reference and a broad chronological scope, including
chapters on the aforementioned Aphra Behn, on Eliza Haywood, Laurence
Sterne, Ann Radcliffe, and Matthew Lewis, among others, "Affected
Sensibilities" contributes to our understanding of the early novel and the cultural
history of sensibility in a compelling discussion that will interest students and
scholars alike.
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Sensibilities" reconsiders the role played by the early British novel in the shift from a culture of libertinism
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beginnings of Romanticism. In a perceptive series of essays on prose narratives, the author develops the
provocative thesis that the amatory, sentimental, and Gothic fictional forms that dominate the marketplace in
the early years of the novel are deeply connected by a concern with sensibility, a capacity for living intensely
that is largely determined by class and gender. Countering the standard account of sensibility's history,
Ahern asserts the concept first appeared in the later seventeenth-century amatory tales and novels of Aphra
Behn, and furthermore outlines significant continuities among the amatory, the sentimental, and the Gothic
as fictional genres and as broader cultural modes. Ahern's extensive, careful, and original analyses
combining studies of romance with studies of sensibility bring valuable new insights to a growing field of
study. With a wide range of reference and a broad chronological scope, including chapters on the
aforementioned Aphra Behn, on Eliza Haywood, Laurence Sterne, Ann Radcliffe, and Matthew Lewis,
among others, "Affected Sensibilities" contributes to our understanding of the early novel and the cultural
history of sensibility in a compelling discussion that will interest students and scholars alike.
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Editorial Review

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Joshua Stamper:

What do you consider book? It is just for students since they're still students or it for all people in the world,
the particular best subject for that? Just you can be answered for that question above. Every person has
various personality and hobby for each other. Don't to be pressured someone or something that they don't
want do that. You must know how great as well as important the book Affected Sensibilities: Romantic
Excess And The Genealogy Of The Novel, 1680-1810 (Ams Studies in the Eighteenth Century). All type of
book are you able to see on many methods. You can look for the internet resources or other social media.

Cheryl Steele:

Book is to be different for each and every grade. Book for children right up until adult are different content.
As it is known to us that book is very important for us. The book Affected Sensibilities: Romantic Excess
And The Genealogy Of The Novel, 1680-1810 (Ams Studies in the Eighteenth Century) has been making
you to know about other know-how and of course you can take more information. It is rather advantages for
you. The guide Affected Sensibilities: Romantic Excess And The Genealogy Of The Novel, 1680-1810
(Ams Studies in the Eighteenth Century) is not only giving you a lot more new information but also to be
your friend when you sense bored. You can spend your own personal spend time to read your e-book. Try to
make relationship with the book Affected Sensibilities: Romantic Excess And The Genealogy Of The Novel,
1680-1810 (Ams Studies in the Eighteenth Century). You never sense lose out for everything in case you
read some books.

Mark Whitten:

You could spend your free time to see this book this publication. This Affected Sensibilities: Romantic
Excess And The Genealogy Of The Novel, 1680-1810 (Ams Studies in the Eighteenth Century) is simple to
develop you can read it in the area, in the beach, train in addition to soon. If you did not have much space to
bring the particular printed book, you can buy typically the e-book. It is make you easier to read it. You can
save often the book in your smart phone. Therefore there are a lot of benefits that you will get when you buy
this book.

Charles Rowe:

You will get this Affected Sensibilities: Romantic Excess And The Genealogy Of The Novel, 1680-1810
(Ams Studies in the Eighteenth Century) by visit the bookstore or Mall. Just viewing or reviewing it could to



be your solve challenge if you get difficulties for your knowledge. Kinds of this guide are various. Not only
through written or printed but in addition can you enjoy this book simply by e-book. In the modern era
including now, you just looking because of your mobile phone and searching what your problem. Right now,
choose your own ways to get more information about your publication. It is most important to arrange you to
ultimately make your knowledge are still up-date. Let's try to choose right ways for you.
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