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Today's political controversy over immigration highlights the plight of the
working class in this country as perhaps no other issue has recently done. The
political status of immigrants exposes the power dynamics of the 'new working
class,' which includes the former labor aristocracy, women, and people of color.
This new working class suffers exploitation in many ways in this and other
advanced industrial countries as the social cost of capitalism's success in a
neoliberal and globalized political economy. Paradoxically, as borders become
more open, they are also increasingly fortified, subjecting many workers to the
suspension of law. It is Kathleen Arnold's purpose in this book to analyze the role
of the state's 'prerogative power' in creating and sustaining this condition of
severe inequality for the most marginalized sectors of our population in the
United States. Drawing on a wide range of theoretical literature from Locke to
Marx and Agamben (whose notion of 'bare life' features prominently in her
construal of this as a 'biopolitical' era), she focuses attention especially on the
values of asceticism derived from the Protestant work ethic to explain how they
function as ideological justification for the exercise of prerogative power by the
state. As a counter to this repressive set of values, she develops the notion of
'authentic love' borrowed from Simone de Beauvoir as a possible approach for
dealing with the complex issues of exploitation in liberal democracy today.
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perhaps no other issue has recently done. The political status of immigrants exposes the power dynamics of
the 'new working class,' which includes the former labor aristocracy, women, and people of color. This new
working class suffers exploitation in many ways in this and other advanced industrial countries as the social
cost of capitalism's success in a neoliberal and globalized political economy. Paradoxically, as borders
become more open, they are also increasingly fortified, subjecting many workers to the suspension of law. It
is Kathleen Arnold's purpose in this book to analyze the role of the state's 'prerogative power' in creating and
sustaining this condition of severe inequality for the most marginalized sectors of our population in the
United States. Drawing on a wide range of theoretical literature from Locke to Marx and Agamben (whose
notion of 'bare life' features prominently in her construal of this as a 'biopolitical' era), she focuses attention
especially on the values of asceticism derived from the Protestant work ethic to explain how they function as
ideological justification for the exercise of prerogative power by the state. As a counter to this repressive set
of values, she develops the notion of 'authentic love' borrowed from Simone de Beauvoir as a possible
approach for dealing with the complex issues of exploitation in liberal democracy today.
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Editorial Review

Review
Kathleen Arnold boldly and convincingly takes on social analysts who contend that the state plays a
diminished role in the 'flattened world' of global capitalism. Rather, she demonstrates that the United States
has deployed state power to deregulate, privatize, and weaken public provision while utilizing new forms of
bureaucratic 'prerogative power' to 'ascetically discipline' a new working class of vulnerable, low-wage
workers. --Joseph Schwartz, Temple University

Arnold is a political theorist who understands the relevance and necessity of normative theory in addressing
social and political inequalities. Fortunately for the reader, she is well equipped to undertake this task. --M.
T. Kenney, Choice

Arnold gives a compelling account of the contradictions and strange paradoxes of contemporary politics and
unmasks the brutal forms of power concealed by the modern state that have intensified poverty, exploitation,
dehumanization, racism, and sexism. --William W. Sokoloff, Theory and Event

Arnold is a political theorist who understands the relevance and necessity of normative theory in addressing
social and political inequalities. Fortunately for the reader, she is well equipped to undertake this task. --M.
T. Kenney, Choice

Arnold gives a compelling account of the contradictions and strange paradoxes of contemporary politics and
unmasks the brutal forms of power concealed by the modern state that have intensified poverty, exploitation,
dehumanization, racism, and sexism. --William W. Sokoloff, Theory and Event

From the Publisher
"Kathleen Arnold boldly and convincingly takes on social analysts who contend that the state plays a
diminished role in the 'flattened world' of global capitalism. Rather, she convincingly demonstrates that the
United States has deployed state power to deregulate, privatize, and weaken public provision, while also
utilizing new forms of bureaucratic 'prerogative power' to 'ascetically discipline' a new working class of
vulnerable, low-wage workers." --Joseph Schwartz, Temple University

About the Author
Kathleen Arnold is Assistant Professor of Political Theory at the University of Texas at San Antonio.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Bridget Carter:

In this 21st century, people become competitive in every way. By being competitive at this point, people
have do something to make these survives, being in the middle of the crowded place and notice by
surrounding. One thing that occasionally many people have underestimated the idea for a while is reading.
Yes, by reading a guide your ability to survive enhance then having chance to endure than other is high. For
yourself who want to start reading a book, we give you that America's New Working Class: Race, Gender,



and Ethnicity in a Biopolitical Age book as beginner and daily reading publication. Why, because this book
is greater than just a book.

John Caldwell:

Hey guys, do you would like to finds a new book to see? May be the book with the name America's New
Working Class: Race, Gender, and Ethnicity in a Biopolitical Age suitable to you? The book was written by
famous writer in this era. The actual book untitled America's New Working Class: Race, Gender, and
Ethnicity in a Biopolitical Ageis the main one of several books this everyone read now. This specific book
was inspired many people in the world. When you read this book you will enter the new age that you ever
know before. The author explained their concept in the simple way, so all of people can easily to recognise
the core of this e-book. This book will give you a large amount of information about this world now. In order
to see the represented of the world in this book.

Kari Annis:

Are you kind of busy person, only have 10 or perhaps 15 minute in your morning to upgrading your mind
talent or thinking skill actually analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book when compared
with can satisfy your short period of time to read it because all of this time you only find publication that
need more time to be learn. America's New Working Class: Race, Gender, and Ethnicity in a Biopolitical
Age can be your answer since it can be read by you actually who have those short free time problems.

Christopher Hendrick:

Is it anyone who having spare time then spend it whole day by watching television programs or just lying on
the bed? Do you need something totally new? This America's New Working Class: Race, Gender, and
Ethnicity in a Biopolitical Age can be the respond to, oh how comes? A fresh book you know. You are and
so out of date, spending your free time by reading in this new era is common not a nerd activity. So what
these books have than the others?
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