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The coast represents the crossroads between the oceans, land and atmosphere,
and all three contribute to the physical and ecological evolution of coastlines.
Coasts are dynamic systems, with identifiable inputs and outputs of energy and
material. Changes to input force coasts to respond, often in dramatic ways as
attested by the impacts of the Indian Ocean tsunami in 2004, the landfall of
Hurricane Katrina along the Gulf Coast of the USA in 2005, and the steady rise
of global warming driven sea-level. More than half the world’s human population
lives at the coast, and here people often come into conflict with natural coastal
processes. Research continues to unravel the relationship between coastal
processes and society, so that we may better appreciate, understand, manage and
live safely within this unique global environment.

Coastal Systems offers a concise introduction to the processes, landforms,
ecosystems and management of this important global environment. New to the
second edition is a greater emphasis on the role of high-energy events, such as
storms and tsunamis, which have manifested themselves with catastrophic effects
in recent years. There is also a new concluding chapter, and updated guides to the
ever-growing coastal literature. Each chapter is illustrated and furnished with
topical case studies from around the world. Introductory chapters establish the
importance of coasts, and explain how they are studied within a systems
framework. Subsequent chapters explore the role of waves, tides, rivers and sea-
level change in coastal evolution.

Students will benefit from summary points, themed boxes, engaging discussion
questions and new graded annotated guides to further reading at the end of each
chapter. Additionally, a comprehensive glossary of technical terms and an
extensive bibliography are provided. The book is highly illustrated with diagrams
and original plates. The comprehensive balance of illustrations and academic
thought provides a well balanced view between the role of coastal catastrophes
and gradual processes, also examining the impact humans and society have and
continue to have on the coastal environment.
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The coast represents the crossroads between the oceans, land and atmosphere, and all three contribute to the
physical and ecological evolution of coastlines. Coasts are dynamic systems, with identifiable inputs and
outputs of energy and material. Changes to input force coasts to respond, often in dramatic ways as attested
by the impacts of the Indian Ocean tsunami in 2004, the landfall of Hurricane Katrina along the Gulf Coast
of the USA in 2005, and the steady rise of global warming driven sea-level. More than half the world’s
human population lives at the coast, and here people often come into conflict with natural coastal processes.
Research continues to unravel the relationship between coastal processes and society, so that we may better
appreciate, understand, manage and live safely within this unique global environment.

Coastal Systems offers a concise introduction to the processes, landforms, ecosystems and management of
this important global environment. New to the second edition is a greater emphasis on the role of high-
energy events, such as storms and tsunamis, which have manifested themselves with catastrophic effects in
recent years. There is also a new concluding chapter, and updated guides to the ever-growing coastal
literature. Each chapter is illustrated and furnished with topical case studies from around the world.
Introductory chapters establish the importance of coasts, and explain how they are studied within a systems
framework. Subsequent chapters explore the role of waves, tides, rivers and sea-level change in coastal
evolution.

Students will benefit from summary points, themed boxes, engaging discussion questions and new graded
annotated guides to further reading at the end of each chapter. Additionally, a comprehensive glossary of
technical terms and an extensive bibliography are provided. The book is highly illustrated with diagrams and
original plates. The comprehensive balance of illustrations and academic thought provides a well balanced
view between the role of coastal catastrophes and gradual processes, also examining the impact humans and
society have and continue to have on the coastal environment.
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Editorial Review

About the Author

Simon K. Haslett is Director, Centre for Excellence in Learning and Teaching at the University of Wales.
His main area of research is coastal evolution and oceanography, including coastal upwelling, sea-level
change, and the impact of high-energy events, such as tsunami and storms. He is dedicated to the Public
Understanding of Science and has written extensively in newspapers and magazines, gives public lectures,
and appears on television. He was very heavily involved in making a television programme on the Bristol
Channel in 2004 for BBC Timewatch which was screened in April 2005 entitled Killer Wave of 1607, which
was screened in April 2005.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Micheal Moore:

What do you concentrate on book? It is just for students since they're still students or this for all people in the
world, exactly what the best subject for that? Just you can be answered for that query above. Every person
has distinct personality and hobby for each other. Don't to be forced someone or something that they don't
wish do that. You must know how great and also important the book Coastal Systems (Routledge
Introductions to Environment: Environmental Science). All type of book is it possible to see on many
methods. You can look for the internet resources or other social media.

Jack Lumpkin:

In this 21st hundred years, people become competitive in every single way. By being competitive at this
point, people have do something to make these individuals survives, being in the middle of the crowded
place and notice by means of surrounding. One thing that often many people have underestimated this for a
while is reading. Yes, by reading a book your ability to survive raise then having chance to stand up than
other is high. For you personally who want to start reading a book, we give you this Coastal Systems
(Routledge Introductions to Environment: Environmental Science) book as basic and daily reading
publication. Why, because this book is greater than just a book.

Leon Moses:

Hey guys, do you desires to finds a new book to read? May be the book with the name Coastal Systems
(Routledge Introductions to Environment: Environmental Science) suitable to you? The book was written by
well-known writer in this era. Typically the book untitled Coastal Systems (Routledge Introductions to
Environment: Environmental Science)is one of several books this everyone read now. This kind of book was
inspired a number of people in the world. When you read this e-book you will enter the new age that you



ever know previous to. The author explained their thought in the simple way, therefore all of people can
easily to recognise the core of this e-book. This book will give you a wide range of information about this
world now. To help you to see the represented of the world within this book.

Mary Olive:

That publication can make you to feel relax. This specific book Coastal Systems (Routledge Introductions to
Environment: Environmental Science) was vibrant and of course has pictures on there. As we know that
book Coastal Systems (Routledge Introductions to Environment: Environmental Science) has many kinds or
genre. Start from kids until teenagers. For example Naruto or Private eye Conan you can read and think you
are the character on there. Therefore , not at all of book tend to be make you bored, any it can make you feel
happy, fun and chill out. Try to choose the best book in your case and try to like reading in which.
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