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Elizabeth Packard's story is one of courage and accomplishment in the face of
injustice and heartbreak. In 1860, her husband, a strong-willed Calvinist minister,
committed her to an Illinois insane asylum in an effort to protect their six
children and his church from what he considered her heretical religious ideas. 
 
Upon her release three years later (as her husband sought to return her to an
asylum), Packard obtained a jury trial and was declared sane. Before the trial
ended, however, her husband sold their home and left for Massachusetts with
their young children and her personal property. His actions were perfectly legal
under Illinois and Massachusetts law; Packard had no legal recourse by which to
recover her children and property.
 
This experience in the legal system, along with her experience as an asylum
patient, launched Packard into a career as an advocate for the civil rights of
married women and the mentally ill. She wrote numerous books and lobbied
legislatures literally from coast to coast advocating more stringent commitment
laws, protections for the rights of asylum patients, and laws to give married
women equal rights in matters of child custody, property, and earnings. Despite
strong opposition from the psychiatric community, Packard's laws were passed in
state after state, with lasting impact on commitment and care of the mentally ill
in the United States.
 
Packard's life demonstrates how dissonant streams of American social and
intellectual history led to conflict between the freethinking Packard, her Calvinist
husband, her asylum doctor, and America's fledgling psychiatric profession. It is
this conflict--along with her personal battle to transcend the stigma of insanity
and regain custody of her children--that makes Elizabeth Packard's story both
forceful and compelling.
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Elizabeth Packard's story is one of courage and accomplishment in the face of injustice and heartbreak. In
1860, her husband, a strong-willed Calvinist minister, committed her to an Illinois insane asylum in an effort
to protect their six children and his church from what he considered her heretical religious ideas. 
 
Upon her release three years later (as her husband sought to return her to an asylum), Packard obtained a jury
trial and was declared sane. Before the trial ended, however, her husband sold their home and left for
Massachusetts with their young children and her personal property. His actions were perfectly legal under
Illinois and Massachusetts law; Packard had no legal recourse by which to recover her children and property.
 
This experience in the legal system, along with her experience as an asylum patient, launched Packard into a
career as an advocate for the civil rights of married women and the mentally ill. She wrote numerous books
and lobbied legislatures literally from coast to coast advocating more stringent commitment laws, protections
for the rights of asylum patients, and laws to give married women equal rights in matters of child custody,
property, and earnings. Despite strong opposition from the psychiatric community, Packard's laws were
passed in state after state, with lasting impact on commitment and care of the mentally ill in the United
States.
 
Packard's life demonstrates how dissonant streams of American social and intellectual history led to conflict
between the freethinking Packard, her Calvinist husband, her asylum doctor, and America's fledgling
psychiatric profession. It is this conflict--along with her personal battle to transcend the stigma of insanity
and regain custody of her children--that makes Elizabeth Packard's story both forceful and compelling.
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Editorial Review

Review

"Linda Carlisle's comprehensive history makes a significant contribution to the field of psychiatry and the
study of women's rights. Using a large mass of primary sources that hitherto remained unexamined, Carlisle
sheds a great deal of light on the life of an individual who has not been taken seriously in much of the
historical literature--until now."--Gerald N. Grob, Henry E. Sigerist Professor of the History of Medicine
Emeritus, Rutgers University

"This engaging book shows the fluid nature of what constitutes mental illness, and the evolving role of
women in the household."--History of Psychiatry

About the Author

Linda V. Carlisle is an associate professor in Library & Information Services at Southern Illinois University
Edwardsville. She holds a Ph.D. in history from Southern Illinois University Carbondale.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Alicia Wescott:

Do you certainly one of people who can't read pleasurable if the sentence chained in the straightway, hold on
guys this kind of aren't like that. This Elizabeth Packard: A Noble Fight book is readable by simply you who
hate those perfect word style. You will find the info here are arrange for enjoyable reading experience
without leaving also decrease the knowledge that want to give to you. The writer associated with Elizabeth
Packard: A Noble Fight content conveys thinking easily to understand by a lot of people. The printed and e-
book are not different in the articles but it just different by means of it. So , do you still thinking Elizabeth
Packard: A Noble Fight is not loveable to be your top record reading book?

William Jewell:

Nowadays reading books become more and more than want or need but also be a life style. This reading
habit give you lot of advantages. Advantages you got of course the knowledge the actual information inside
the book that improve your knowledge and information. The details you get based on what kind of
publication you read, if you want send more knowledge just go with education books but if you want truly
feel happy read one using theme for entertaining such as comic or novel. The particular Elizabeth Packard: A
Noble Fight is kind of guide which is giving the reader unstable experience.



Craig Harrison:

The reserve untitled Elizabeth Packard: A Noble Fight is the reserve that recommended to you to see. You
can see the quality of the e-book content that will be shown to you actually. The language that author use to
explained their way of doing something is easily to understand. The article author was did a lot of analysis
when write the book, therefore the information that they share for your requirements is absolutely accurate.
You also will get the e-book of Elizabeth Packard: A Noble Fight from the publisher to make you far more
enjoy free time.

Dennis Haney:

A lot of people always spent all their free time to vacation or even go to the outside with them household or
their friend. Do you know? Many a lot of people spent they free time just watching TV, or even playing
video games all day long. If you need to try to find a new activity this is look different you can read any
book. It is really fun for you. If you enjoy the book that you read you can spent all day long to reading a e-
book. The book Elizabeth Packard: A Noble Fight it doesn't matter what good to read. There are a lot of
those who recommended this book. These were enjoying reading this book. In the event you did not have
enough space to bring this book you can buy the particular e-book. You can m0ore effortlessly to read this
book out of your smart phone. The price is not to cover but this book features high quality.
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