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WHODUNIT? YOUDUNIT!
So you want to write a mystery. There's more to it than just a detective, a dead
body, and Colonel Mustard in the drawing room with the candlestick.
Fortunately, Larry Beinhart--Edgar Award-winning author of You Get What You
Pay For, Foreign Exchange, and American Hero--has taken a break from writing
smart, suspenseful thrillers to act as your guide through all the twists and turns of
creating the twists and turns of a good mystery.
Drawing on advice and examples from a host of the best names in mystery
writing--from Raymond Chandler and Mickey Spillane to Scott Turow and
Thomas Harris--plus some of his own prime plots, Larry Beinhart introduces you
to your most indispensable partners in crime:
*Character, plot, and procedure
* The secrets to creating heroes, heroines, and villains ("All writers draw upon
themselves and their experience. While the whole of yourself might not be
capable of being either a serial killer or an FBI agent, there are parts in each of us
that are capable of almost anything.")
* The fine art of scripting the sex scene
*The low-down on violence ("A crime novel without violence is like smoking
pot without inhaling, sex without orgasm, or a hug without a squeeze." )
*And much more!
From the opening hook to the final denouement, Larry Beinhart takes the
mystery out of being a mystery writer.
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So you want to write a mystery. There's more to it than just a detective, a dead body, and Colonel Mustard in
the drawing room with the candlestick. Fortunately, Larry Beinhart--Edgar Award-winning author of You
Get What You Pay For, Foreign Exchange, and American Hero--has taken a break from writing smart,
suspenseful thrillers to act as your guide through all the twists and turns of creating the twists and turns of a
good mystery.
Drawing on advice and examples from a host of the best names in mystery writing--from Raymond Chandler
and Mickey Spillane to Scott Turow and Thomas Harris--plus some of his own prime plots, Larry Beinhart
introduces you to your most indispensable partners in crime:
*Character, plot, and procedure
* The secrets to creating heroes, heroines, and villains ("All writers draw upon themselves and their
experience. While the whole of yourself might not be capable of being either a serial killer or an FBI agent,
there are parts in each of us that are capable of almost anything.")
* The fine art of scripting the sex scene
*The low-down on violence ("A crime novel without violence is like smoking pot without inhaling, sex
without orgasm, or a hug without a squeeze." )
*And much more!
From the opening hook to the final denouement, Larry Beinhart takes the mystery out of being a mystery
writer.
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Editorial Review

From Library Journal
In this entertaining and instructive guide to writing mysteries, Edgar Award-winning mystery writer Beinhart
(No One Rides for Free, Avon, 1987) covers such subjects as narrative drive, plotting, openings, character
development, and a host of other writerly techniques. He includes many examples from his favorite mystery
writers, among them Le Carre, Higgins, Fleming, and Beinhart's wife, Gillian Farrell. The style is chatty and
breezy and the content informative. This is not really a step-by-step manual but a book that writers and
would-be writers might turn to for advice and a thoughtful discussion of a particular problem area.
Recommended for public libraries and academic libraries supporting writing programs.?Denise Johnson,
Bradley Univ. Lib., Peoria, Ill.
Copyright 1996 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From the Inside Flap
WHODUNIT? YOUDUNIT!
So you want to write a mystery. There's more to it than just a detective, a dead body, and Colonel Mustard in
the drawing room with the candlestick. Fortunately, Larry Beinhart--Edgar Award-winning author of You
Get What You Pay For, Foreign Exchange, and American Hero--has taken a break from writing smart,
suspenseful thrillers to act as your guide through all the twists and turns of creating the twists and turns of a
good mystery.
Drawing on advice and examples from a host of the best names in mystery writing--from Raymond Chandler
and Mickey Spillane to Scott Turow and Thomas Harris--plus some of his own prime plots, Larry Beinhart
introduces you to your most indispensable partners in crime:
*Character, plot, and procedure
* The secrets to creating heroes, heroines, and villains ("All writers draw upon themselves and their
experience. While the whole of yourself might not be capable of being either a serial killer or an FBI agent,
there are parts in each of us that are capable of almost anything.")
* The fine art of scripting the sex scene
*The low-down on violence ("A crime novel without violence is like smoking pot without inhaling, sex
without orgasm, or a hug without a squeeze." )
*And much more!
From the opening hook to the final denouement, Larry Beinhart takes the mystery out of being a mystery
writer.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Jordan Sampson:

Have you spare time for a day? What do you do when you have considerably more or little spare time? Yep,
you can choose the suitable activity for spend your time. Any person spent their very own spare time to take
a go walking, shopping, or went to often the Mall. How about open or read a book called How to Write a
Mystery? Maybe it is to become best activity for you. You understand beside you can spend your time using
your favorite's book, you can better than before. Do you agree with their opinion or you have other opinion?



Shawna Vaughn:

What do you about book? It is not important along with you? Or just adding material when you want
something to explain what yours problem? How about your spare time? Or are you busy individual? If you
don't have spare time to complete others business, it is make you feel bored faster. And you have spare time?
What did you do? Every person has many questions above. They should answer that question mainly because
just their can do in which. It said that about e-book. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is right. Because
start from on kindergarten until university need this How to Write a Mystery to read.

Larry Parrish:

The experience that you get from How to Write a Mystery is the more deep you searching the information
that hide within the words the more you get enthusiastic about reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is
hard to be aware of but How to Write a Mystery giving you buzz feeling of reading. The author conveys their
point in a number of way that can be understood by means of anyone who read the item because the author
of this guide is well-known enough. This book also makes your own personal vocabulary increase well.
Making it easy to understand then can go along with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We
highly recommend you for having this How to Write a Mystery instantly.

Mary Barrientes:

In this time globalization it is important to someone to get information. The information will make a
professional understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the information
quicker to share. You can find a lot of referrals to get information example: internet, paper, book, and soon.
You will observe that now, a lot of publisher in which print many kinds of book. Typically the book that
recommended to your account is How to Write a Mystery this e-book consist a lot of the information from
the condition of this world now. This kind of book was represented how can the world has grown up. The
words styles that writer use to explain it is easy to understand. Typically the writer made some analysis when
he makes this book. That is why this book suitable all of you.
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