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The first novel in the Westerman and Crowther historical crime series that
The New York Times Book Review called “CSI: Georgian England” and Tess
Gerritsen called “chillingly memorable”

Debut novelist Imogen Robertson won the London Telegraph’s First Thousand
Words of a Novel competition in 2007 with the opening of Instruments of
Darkness. The finished work is a fast-paced historical mystery starring a pair of
amateur eighteenth-century sleuths with razor-sharp minds. When Harriet
Westerman, the unconventional mistress of a Sussex manor, finds a dead man on
her grounds, she enlists reclusive anatomist Gabriel Crowther to help her find the
murderer. Moving from drawing room to dissecting room, from dark London
streets to the gentrified countryside, Instruments of Darkness is a gripping tale of
the forbidding Thornleigh Hall and an unlikely forensic duo determined to
uncover its deadly secrets.
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly
Set in West Sussex in 1780, Robertson's auspicious debut introduces the unlikely sleuthing team of anatomist
Gabriel Crowther and independent-minded Harriet Westerman, mistress of Caveley Park. When Westerman
happens on the stabbed body of a man, eventually identified as Carter Brook, on her land on the track to
Thornleigh Hall, Crowther agrees to help her catch the murderer. The secretive Crowther, who's maintained
a reclusive existence since moving to the area, finds that Brook's death may be connected to the search for a
long-lost heir to the Thornleigh estate. Meanwhile in London, someone knifes to death Alexander Adams,
who bears the same first name as the lost heir, in Adams's music shop. While the killer's identity will surprise
few, the book works splendidly as a period thriller, with complicated leads and informative details that
illuminate 18th-century England for modern readers. Dry humor leavens what otherwise would be a grim
story line. (Feb.)
(c) Copyright PWxyz, LLC. All rights reserved.

Review

Praise for INSTRUMENTS OF DARKNESS:

“Robertson’s enjoyment of the period and her characters is infectious.”

—The New York Times Book Review (Editor’s Choice)

“Every so often I encounter a book that makes me think with envy: ‘How I wish I could have written this
story!’ Instruments of Darkness is just that book—poetic, enchanting, and chillingly memorable. Imogen
Robertson is an exquisite writer, and this is an extraordinary novel.”
—Tess Gerritsen, bestselling author of Last to Die

“Mayhem runs amok in this period thriller. [Robertson] pulls out all the stops . . . [a] roaring soap opera of a
novel.”
—The Washington Times

“Impressive . . . Robertson has a wicked way with suspense. A ripping homage to Dickens, Austen, and
Conan Doyle, Instruments of Darkness will keep you up at night, and then, like me, waiting for the sequel.”
—Seattle Times

Review
'[An] extremely impressive debut...told by Robertson with great panache' -- The Times 'Poetic, enchanting,
and chillingly memorable. Imogen Robertson is an exquisite writer, and this is an extraordinary novel' --
Tess Gerritsen

Users Review

From reader reviews:



Patrick Siemens:

In this 21st centuries, people become competitive in each and every way. By being competitive currently,
people have do something to make these people survives, being in the middle of the particular crowded place
and notice simply by surrounding. One thing that oftentimes many people have underestimated it for a while
is reading. That's why, by reading a publication your ability to survive increase then having chance to stand
up than other is high. For yourself who want to start reading any book, we give you this kind of Instruments
of Darkness: A Novel (Westerman and Crowther Mystery Book 1) book as nice and daily reading reserve.
Why, because this book is greater than just a book.

Hoyt Adkins:

The book with title Instruments of Darkness: A Novel (Westerman and Crowther Mystery Book 1) contains
a lot of information that you can study it. You can get a lot of help after read this book. This book exist new
know-how the information that exist in this e-book represented the condition of the world at this point. That
is important to yo7u to understand how the improvement of the world. That book will bring you throughout
new era of the internationalization. You can read the e-book on your own smart phone, so you can read the
idea anywhere you want.

Jean Taylor:

Is it you who having spare time in that case spend it whole day through watching television programs or just
resting on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Instruments of Darkness: A Novel (Westerman
and Crowther Mystery Book 1) can be the reply, oh how comes? A fresh book you know. You are therefore
out of date, spending your free time by reading in this completely new era is common not a nerd activity. So
what these textbooks have than the others?

Teresa White:

Do you like reading a publication? Confuse to looking for your chosen book? Or your book was rare? Why
so many issue for the book? But any kind of people feel that they enjoy intended for reading. Some people
likes looking at, not only science book and also novel and Instruments of Darkness: A Novel (Westerman
and Crowther Mystery Book 1) or maybe others sources were given expertise for you. After you know how
the fantastic a book, you feel wish to read more and more. Science e-book was created for teacher as well as
students especially. Those guides are helping them to put their knowledge. In some other case, beside science
publication, any other book likes Instruments of Darkness: A Novel (Westerman and Crowther Mystery
Book 1) to make your spare time much more colorful. Many types of book like this.
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