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The artist May Ray (1890–1976) initially taught himself photography in order to
reproduce his own works of art, but it became one of his preferred mediums. As a
contributor to the Dada and Surrealist movements in Paris during the 1920s, Man
Ray was perfectly placed to make defining images of his avant-garde
contemporaries, including Jean Cocteau, Peggy Guggenheim, and Gertrude Stein.
Man Ray also photographed his friends and lovers, among them Kiki de
Montparnasse (Alice Prin), Lee Miller, who helped him discover the solarization
printing process, and Ady Fidelin. Man Ray continued to take portrait
photographs throughout his career, including little-known images from 1940s
Hollywood, and of stars such as Ava Gardner and Catherine Deneuve taken
during the 1950s and 1960s.

An essential reference on Man Ray’s life and work, this book includes an
introduction by Terence Pepper and essay by Marina Warner exploring the
artist’s creativity and appetite for innovation and experimentation. Complete with
first-hand testimonies from the artist’s sitters and over 200 beautifully
reproduced images, this handsome volume provides a survey of the finest
portraits from one of the most inventive photographic artists of the 20th century.
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The artist May Ray (1890–1976) initially taught himself photography in order to reproduce his own works of
art, but it became one of his preferred mediums. As a contributor to the Dada and Surrealist movements in
Paris during the 1920s, Man Ray was perfectly placed to make defining images of his avant-garde
contemporaries, including Jean Cocteau, Peggy Guggenheim, and Gertrude Stein. Man Ray also
photographed his friends and lovers, among them Kiki de Montparnasse (Alice Prin), Lee Miller, who helped
him discover the solarization printing process, and Ady Fidelin. Man Ray continued to take portrait
photographs throughout his career, including little-known images from 1940s Hollywood, and of stars such
as Ava Gardner and Catherine Deneuve taken during the 1950s and 1960s.

An essential reference on Man Ray’s life and work, this book includes an introduction by Terence Pepper
and essay by Marina Warner exploring the artist’s creativity and appetite for innovation and experimentation.
Complete with first-hand testimonies from the artist’s sitters and over 200 beautifully reproduced images,
this handsome volume provides a survey of the finest portraits from one of the most inventive photographic
artists of the 20th century.
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Editorial Review

Review

“[An] exquisite volume . . . virtuosic and dramatic . . . arresting and fresh . . . a veritable who’s who of
artists, writers, and famous faces . . . these photographs reveal Ray’s true artistic genius.”—Publishers
Weekly
(Publishers Weekly)

“Spanning more than a half century of work, [this] collection includes familiar, if not iconic, images from the
modernist hit parade . . . as well as glamour shots from Hollywood. . . . revealing essences and
idiosyncrasies.” —Albert Mobilio, Bookforum
(Albert Mobilio Bookforum 2013-04-05)

“Essential . . . this handsome volume provides a survey of the finest portraits from one of the most inventive
photographic artists of the 20th century.”—American Fine Art
(American Fine Art)

About the Author

Terence Pepper is curator of photographs at the National Portrait Gallery, London. Marina Warner is
professor in the Department of Literature, Film, and Theatre Studies at the University of Essex.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Pauline Jefferson:

Do you have favorite book? Should you have, what is your favorite's book? Publication is very important
thing for us to learn everything in the world. Each book has different aim or perhaps goal; it means that e-
book has different type. Some people truly feel enjoy to spend their time for you to read a book. They may
be reading whatever they have because their hobby is reading a book. Think about the person who don't like
examining a book? Sometime, individual feel need book once they found difficult problem or maybe
exercise. Well, probably you will need this Man Ray Portraits.

Vincent Overly:

The actual book Man Ray Portraits has a lot info on it. So when you check out this book you can get a lot of
gain. The book was written by the very famous author. Mcdougal makes some research prior to write this
book. This particular book very easy to read you can get the point easily after reading this article book.



Lily Sawyers:

Do you have something that that suits you such as book? The e-book lovers usually prefer to pick book like
comic, small story and the biggest some may be novel. Now, why not attempting Man Ray Portraits that give
your entertainment preference will be satisfied simply by reading this book. Reading practice all over the
world can be said as the method for people to know world a great deal better then how they react toward the
world. It can't be explained constantly that reading addiction only for the geeky particular person but for all
of you who wants to end up being success person. So , for all you who want to start looking at as your good
habit, you can pick Man Ray Portraits become your own personal starter.

Mark Whitten:

Reading a e-book make you to get more knowledge from the jawhorse. You can take knowledge and
information from your book. Book is composed or printed or descriptive from each source that filled update
of news. On this modern era like currently, many ways to get information are available for an individual.
From media social similar to newspaper, magazines, science guide, encyclopedia, reference book, novel and
comic. You can add your understanding by that book. Are you ready to spend your spare time to spread out
your book? Or just seeking the Man Ray Portraits when you necessary it?
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