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The term "Manifest Destiny" has traditionally been linked to U.S. westward
expansion in the nineteenth century, the desire to spread republican government,
and racialist theories like Anglo-Saxonism. Yet few people realize the degree to
which Manifest Destiny and American republicanism relied on a deeply anti-
Catholic civil-religious discourse. John C. Pinheiro traces the rise to prominence
of this discourse, beginning in the 1820s and culminating in the Mexican-
American War of 1846-1848.

Pinheiro begins with social reformer and Protestant evangelist Lyman Beecher,
who was largely responsible for synthesizing seemingly unrelated strands of
religious, patriotic, expansionist, and political sentiment into one universally
understood argument about the future of the United States. When the
overwhelmingly Protestant United States went to war with Catholic Mexico, this
"Beecherite Synthesis" provided Americans with the most important means of
defining their own identity, understanding Mexicans, and interpreting the larger
meaning of the war. Anti-Catholic rhetoric constituted an integral piece of nearly
every major argument for or against the war and was so universally accepted that
recruiters, politicians, diplomats, journalists, soldiers, evangelical activists,
abolitionists, and pacifists used it. It was also, Pinheiro shows, the primary tool
used by American soldiers to interpret Mexico's culture. All this activity in turn
reshaped the anti-Catholic movement. Preachers could now use caricatures of
Mexicans to illustrate Roman Catholic depravity and nativists could point to
Mexico as a warning about what America would be like if dominated by
Catholics.

Missionaries of Republicanism provides a critical new perspective on Manifest
Destiny, American republicanism, anti-Catholicism, and Mexican-American
relations in the nineteenth century.
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The term "Manifest Destiny" has traditionally been linked to U.S. westward expansion in the nineteenth
century, the desire to spread republican government, and racialist theories like Anglo-Saxonism. Yet few
people realize the degree to which Manifest Destiny and American republicanism relied on a deeply anti-
Catholic civil-religious discourse. John C. Pinheiro traces the rise to prominence of this discourse, beginning
in the 1820s and culminating in the Mexican-American War of 1846-1848.

Pinheiro begins with social reformer and Protestant evangelist Lyman Beecher, who was largely responsible
for synthesizing seemingly unrelated strands of religious, patriotic, expansionist, and political sentiment into
one universally understood argument about the future of the United States. When the overwhelmingly
Protestant United States went to war with Catholic Mexico, this "Beecherite Synthesis" provided Americans
with the most important means of defining their own identity, understanding Mexicans, and interpreting the
larger meaning of the war. Anti-Catholic rhetoric constituted an integral piece of nearly every major
argument for or against the war and was so universally accepted that recruiters, politicians, diplomats,
journalists, soldiers, evangelical activists, abolitionists, and pacifists used it. It was also, Pinheiro shows, the
primary tool used by American soldiers to interpret Mexico's culture. All this activity in turn reshaped the
anti-Catholic movement. Preachers could now use caricatures of Mexicans to illustrate Roman Catholic
depravity and nativists could point to Mexico as a warning about what America would be like if dominated
by Catholics.

Missionaries of Republicanism provides a critical new perspective on Manifest Destiny, American
republicanism, anti-Catholicism, and Mexican-American relations in the nineteenth century.
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Editorial Review

Review

"John C. Pinheiro provides an elegant and concise overview of the growth of American anti-Catholicism in
the 1830s and 1840s ...The most compelling consideration yet of the power of anti-Catholic discourse on the
U.S. side of the conflict."--Journal of American History

"John C. Pinheiro has opened the door to a fresh, but convincing, understanding of the events and ideological
milieu that led to the Mexican War. " --First Things

"For those interested in the interplay of politics and religion within the context of American history,
Pinheiro's book sets a new standard for sophistication of analysis. His point is not to engage in reviving and
refighting sectarian battles but rather to bring to light and contextualize religion's influence, for better and
worse, upon the formation of American political culture. The fact that he writes in an accessible way, but
without over-simplifying matters, means that the audience for this book goes far beyond the academy. For
anyone interested in the religious history of the United States and the way this has impacted America's
relations with its neighbors, this book would be a welcome addition to their library."--Religion and Liberty

"Pinheiro demonstrates persuasively how anti-Catholicism informed arguments both for and against the
Mexican-American War, and how its rhetoric and logic permeated Protestant and Catholic Americans
experiences of the War, from policy-makers to foot soldiers." --Religion in American History

"Pinheiro effectively incorporates religion into the American worldview during the Mexican American war.
Oftentimes, historians fail to acknowledge the the central importance of religion in shaping United States
history, but Pinheiro successfully gives his readers a more holistic understanding." --Daily History

"In a time when so much political attention is focused on questions of religious liberty, the brutal honesty of
Missionaries [of Republicanism] is a breath of fresh air." --Ethika Politika

"Focusing on the widespread anti-Catholicism that shaped much of American culture in the 1840s, Pinheiro
has written an unusual, provocative, and important analysis of the nation's creed and how it was shaped by
the unfolding war with Mexico. This book is a groundbreaking achievement." --Joel H. Silbey, author of
Party Over Section: The Rough and Ready Presidential Election of 1848



"For too long, American religious historians avoided war. We wrote about origins and outcomes, but rarely
the conflicts themselves. This has changed recently, and John Pinheiro so elevates the discussion with
Missionaries of Republicanism that the field may never be the same. With elegant prose and clear arguments,
Pinheiro shows how anti-Catholicism became the unifying thread that tied together white American
Protestants in their approaches to and experiences of the Mexican-American War. Even more, Pinheiro
uncovers how anti-Catholic republican Protestantism became the primary way Americans understood the
West and the nation writ large. This is a book for all students of American religions and American wars." --
Edward J. Blum, author of Reforging the White Republic: Race, Religion, and American Nationalism, 1865-
1898

"In this much-needed history, John Pinheiro vividly illuminates the interplay between race, religion, and
politics during the Mexican War. Missionaries of Republicanism is essential reading for understanding the
mindset of antebellum America." --Thomas S. Kidd, Professor of History, Baylor University

"Missionaries of Republicanism is well written and extensively researched. It stands as a fresh and
provocative interpretation of the religious dimension of the Mexican-American war and the formation of a
national identity that depended significantly upon a cultural anti-Catholicism. Students and scholars of
American history should find this study stimulating and an important contribution to our understanding of
how religion contributed to historical events and functioned as an interpretive lens of those events." --The
University Bookman

"...Missionaries of Republicanism is valuable for showing how a politicized, racialized, and nationalistic
religion emerged to surmount older theological and ecclesiastical divisions." --Journal of the Early Republic

About the Author

John C. Pinheiro is Associate Professor of History at Aquinas College in Michigan and Consulting Editor
for the Polk presidency at the University of Virginia's Miller Center of Public Affairs. His publications
include Manifest Ambition: James K. Polk and Civil-Military Relations during the Mexican War and
numerous articles in academic journals and books. He lives in Grand Rapids, Michigan, with his wife,
Cassandra, and daughter, Lucia.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Antonia Wagner:

The book Missionaries of Republicanism: A Religious History of the Mexican-American War (Religion in
America) can give more knowledge and also the precise product information about everything you want. So
just why must we leave a very important thing like a book Missionaries of Republicanism: A Religious
History of the Mexican-American War (Religion in America)? Some of you have a different opinion about



publication. But one aim that will book can give many facts for us. It is absolutely suitable. Right now, try to
closer with the book. Knowledge or details that you take for that, it is possible to give for each other; it is
possible to share all of these. Book Missionaries of Republicanism: A Religious History of the Mexican-
American War (Religion in America) has simple shape however, you know: it has great and large function
for you. You can appear the enormous world by open up and read a book. So it is very wonderful.

Angel Sutton:

Hey guys, do you wishes to finds a new book to read? May be the book with the headline Missionaries of
Republicanism: A Religious History of the Mexican-American War (Religion in America) suitable to you?
Typically the book was written by popular writer in this era. Often the book untitled Missionaries of
Republicanism: A Religious History of the Mexican-American War (Religion in America)is the main of
several books that everyone read now. This kind of book was inspired lots of people in the world. When you
read this e-book you will enter the new dimension that you ever know ahead of. The author explained their
plan in the simple way, thus all of people can easily to be aware of the core of this publication. This book
will give you a large amount of information about this world now. To help you see the represented of the
world with this book.

Steven Holloway:

A lot of reserve has printed but it is unique. You can get it by world wide web on social media. You can
choose the very best book for you, science, witty, novel, or whatever simply by searching from it. It is
identified as of book Missionaries of Republicanism: A Religious History of the Mexican-American War
(Religion in America). You can include your knowledge by it. Without departing the printed book, it can add
your knowledge and make you actually happier to read. It is most significant that, you must aware about e-
book. It can bring you from one destination for a other place.

Jerry Melgar:

Reading a guide make you to get more knowledge from that. You can take knowledge and information from
a book. Book is created or printed or created from each source which filled update of news. On this modern
era like currently, many ways to get information are available for anyone. From media social just like
newspaper, magazines, science guide, encyclopedia, reference book, new and comic. You can add your
understanding by that book. Do you want to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just trying to
find the Missionaries of Republicanism: A Religious History of the Mexican-American War (Religion in
America) when you necessary it?
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