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In this major new book, leading cultural thinker Ien Ang engages with urgent
questions of identity in an age of globalisation and diaspora. The starting point
for Ang's discussion is the experience of visiting Taiwan. Ang, a person of
Chinese descent, born in Indonesia and raised in the Netherlands, found herself
"faced with an almost insurmountable difficulty" - surrounded by people who
expected her to speak to them in Chinese. She writes: "It was the beginning of an
almost decade-long engagement with the predicaments of `Chineseness' in
diaspora. In Taiwan I was different because I couldn't speak Chinese; in the West
I was different because I looked Chinese". From this autobiographical beginning,
Ang goes on to reflect upon tensions between `Asia' and `the West' at a national
and global level, and to consider the disparate meanings of `Chineseness' in the
contemporary world. She offers a critique of the increasingly aggressive
construction of a global Chineseness, and challenges Western tendencies to
equate `Chinese' with `Asian' identity. Ang then turns to `the West', exploring the
paradox of Australia's identity as a `Western' country in the Asian region, and
tracing Australia's uneasy relationship with its Asian neighbours, from the White
Australia policy to contemporary multicultural society. Finally, Ang draws
together her discussion of `Asia' and `the West' to consider the social and
intellectual space of the `in-between', arguing for a theorising not of `difference'
but of `togetherness' in contemporary societies.
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In this major new book, leading cultural thinker Ien Ang engages with urgent questions of identity in an age
of globalisation and diaspora. The starting point for Ang's discussion is the experience of visiting Taiwan.
Ang, a person of Chinese descent, born in Indonesia and raised in the Netherlands, found herself "faced with
an almost insurmountable difficulty" - surrounded by people who expected her to speak to them in Chinese.
She writes: "It was the beginning of an almost decade-long engagement with the predicaments of
`Chineseness' in diaspora. In Taiwan I was different because I couldn't speak Chinese; in the West I was
different because I looked Chinese". From this autobiographical beginning, Ang goes on to reflect upon
tensions between `Asia' and `the West' at a national and global level, and to consider the disparate meanings
of `Chineseness' in the contemporary world. She offers a critique of the increasingly aggressive construction
of a global Chineseness, and challenges Western tendencies to equate `Chinese' with `Asian' identity. Ang
then turns to `the West', exploring the paradox of Australia's identity as a `Western' country in the Asian
region, and tracing Australia's uneasy relationship with its Asian neighbours, from the White Australia policy
to contemporary multicultural society. Finally, Ang draws together her discussion of `Asia' and `the West' to
consider the social and intellectual space of the `in-between', arguing for a theorising not of `difference' but
of `togetherness' in contemporary societies.
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Editorial Review

Review
'Clearly written and well-argued . . . this book makes a valuable contribution, not only to current
debates in the field of cultural studies and identity politics, but also to the international debate on the
Chinese diaspora and Chinese identity.' - Chinese Information

About the Author
Ien Ang is Professor of Cultural Studies and Director of the Institute for Cultural Studies Research at the
University of Western Sydney, Nepean. She is the author of a number of books, including Watching Dallas
(1985), Desperately Seeking the Audience (1991) and Living Room Wars (1995)

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Ricky Copeland:

Nowadays reading books are more than want or need but also work as a life style. This reading practice give
you lot of advantages. Advantages you got of course the knowledge your information inside the book which
improve your knowledge and information. The info you get based on what kind of book you read, if you
want get more knowledge just go with training books but if you want feel happy read one along with theme
for entertaining for instance comic or novel. The particular On Not Speaking Chinese: Living Between Asia
and the West is kind of guide which is giving the reader unstable experience.

Teresa Bradshaw:

This On Not Speaking Chinese: Living Between Asia and the West are usually reliable for you who want to
certainly be a successful person, why. The reason why of this On Not Speaking Chinese: Living Between
Asia and the West can be among the great books you must have is giving you more than just simple reading
food but feed you actually with information that probably will shock your before knowledge. This book is
handy, you can bring it all over the place and whenever your conditions both in e-book and printed ones.
Beside that this On Not Speaking Chinese: Living Between Asia and the West forcing you to have an
enormous of experience like rich vocabulary, giving you test of critical thinking that we realize it useful in
your day task. So , let's have it and revel in reading.

Lavada Rowlett:

Do you like reading a publication? Confuse to looking for your best book? Or your book was rare? Why so
many query for the book? But just about any people feel that they enjoy with regard to reading. Some people
likes studying, not only science book but additionally novel and On Not Speaking Chinese: Living Between
Asia and the West or even others sources were given understanding for you. After you know how the great a
book, you feel want to read more and more. Science reserve was created for teacher or perhaps students



especially. Those books are helping them to include their knowledge. In various other case, beside science
publication, any other book likes On Not Speaking Chinese: Living Between Asia and the West to make
your spare time a lot more colorful. Many types of book like this one.

Virginia Laird:

Reading a reserve make you to get more knowledge as a result. You can take knowledge and information
coming from a book. Book is composed or printed or outlined from each source that filled update of news. In
this particular modern era like today, many ways to get information are available for an individual. From
media social including newspaper, magazines, science publication, encyclopedia, reference book, new and
comic. You can add your understanding by that book. Isn't it time to spend your spare time to open your
book? Or just looking for the On Not Speaking Chinese: Living Between Asia and the West when you
necessary it?
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