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Scientists and 'anti-scientists' alike need a more realistic image of science. The
traditional mode of research, academic science, is not just a 'method': it is a
distinctive culture, whose members win esteem and employment by making
public their findings. Fierce competition for credibility is strictly regulated by
established practices such as peer review. Highly specialized international
communities of independent experts form spontaneously and generate the type of
knowledge we call 'scientific' - systematic, theoretical, empirically-tested,
quantitative, and so on. Ziman shows that these familiar 'philosophical' features
of scientific knowledge are inseparable from the ordinary cognitive capabilities
and peculiar social relationships of its producers. This wide-angled close-up of
the natural and human sciences recognizes their unique value, whilst revealing
the limits of their rationality, reliability, and universal applicability. It also shows
how, for better or worse, the new 'post-academic' research culture of teamwork,
accountability, etc. is changing these supposedly eternal philosophical
characteristics.
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Scientists and 'anti-scientists' alike need a more realistic image of science. The traditional mode of research,
academic science, is not just a 'method': it is a distinctive culture, whose members win esteem and
employment by making public their findings. Fierce competition for credibility is strictly regulated by
established practices such as peer review. Highly specialized international communities of independent
experts form spontaneously and generate the type of knowledge we call 'scientific' - systematic, theoretical,
empirically-tested, quantitative, and so on. Ziman shows that these familiar 'philosophical' features of
scientific knowledge are inseparable from the ordinary cognitive capabilities and peculiar social relationships
of its producers. This wide-angled close-up of the natural and human sciences recognizes their unique value,
whilst revealing the limits of their rationality, reliability, and universal applicability. It also shows how, for
better or worse, the new 'post-academic' research culture of teamwork, accountability, etc. is changing these
supposedly eternal philosophical characteristics.
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Editorial Review

Review
"For anyone wanting a detailed, realistic, well-rounded view of science, Ziman's Real Science is your book."
Nature

"Any scientist interested in establishing a more constructive dialogue with the science and technology studies
community would be well-advised to read this work." Physics Today

About the Author
John Ziman is well known internationally for his many scholarly and popular books on condensed-matter
physics and on science, technology and society. He was born in 1925, and was brought up in New Zealand.
He took his DPhil at Oxford and lectured at Cambridge before becoming Professor of Theoretical Physics at
Bristol in 1964. His research on the electrical properties of metals earned his election to the Royal Society in
1967. After voluntary early retirement from Bristol in 1982 he devoted himself to the systematic analysis and
public exposition of various aspects of the social relations of science and technology, on which he is a
recognised world authority. He was for many years chairman of the council for Science and Society, and
between 1986 and 1991 he headed the Science Policy Support Group. He is currently Convenor of the
Epistemology Group.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Desiree Thorne:

Do you have favorite book? For those who have, what is your favorite's book? E-book is very important
thing for us to learn everything in the world. Each publication has different aim or perhaps goal; it means
that guide has different type. Some people experience enjoy to spend their a chance to read a book. They are
reading whatever they acquire because their hobby is usually reading a book. Think about the person who
don't like reading a book? Sometime, man or woman feel need book after they found difficult problem or
perhaps exercise. Well, probably you will need this Real Science: What it Is and What it Means.

Zachary Kirkland:

Book will be written, printed, or created for everything. You can know everything you want by a publication.
Book has a different type. To be sure that book is important issue to bring us around the world. Beside that
you can your reading proficiency was fluently. A e-book Real Science: What it Is and What it Means will
make you to possibly be smarter. You can feel far more confidence if you can know about everything. But
some of you think this open or reading a new book make you bored. It's not make you fun. Why they could
be thought like that? Have you seeking best book or acceptable book with you?



Phyllis Spencer:

As people who live in the particular modest era should be up-date about what going on or data even
knowledge to make all of them keep up with the era that is always change and make progress. Some of you
maybe can update themselves by studying books. It is a good choice for you but the problems coming to an
individual is you don't know what type you should start with. This Real Science: What it Is and What it
Means is our recommendation to cause you to keep up with the world. Why, since this book serves what you
want and want in this era.

Tia Rosario:

Hey guys, do you desires to finds a new book to see? May be the book with the concept Real Science: What
it Is and What it Means suitable to you? The book was written by renowned writer in this era. Often the book
untitled Real Science: What it Is and What it Meansis a single of several books which everyone read now.
This kind of book was inspired lots of people in the world. When you read this book you will enter the new
shape that you ever know prior to. The author explained their thought in the simple way, so all of people can
easily to comprehend the core of this guide. This book will give you a large amount of information about this
world now. So that you can see the represented of the world with this book.
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