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Examining the multigenerational impact of punk rock music, this international
survey of the political-punk straight edge movement—which has persisted as a
drug-free, hardcore subculture for more than 25 years—traces its history from
1980s Washington, DC, to today. Asserting that drugs are not necessarily
rebellious and that not all rebels do them, the record also defies common
conceptions of straight edge's political legacy as being associated with self-
righteous, macho posturing and conservative Puritanism. On the contrary, the
movement has been linked to radical thought and action by the countless
individuals, bands, and entire scenes profiled throughout the discussion. Lively
and exhaustive, this dynamic overview includes contributions from famed
straight edge punk rockers Ian MacKaye of Minor Threat and Fugazi, Dennis
Lyxzén of Refused and the International Noise Conspiracy, and Andy Hurley of
Fall Out Boy; legendary bands ManLiftingBanner and Point of No Return;
radical collectives such as CrimethInc. and Alpine Anarchist Productions; and
numerous other artists and activists dedicated as much to sober living as to the
fight for a better world.
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Editorial Review

Review

"Perhaps the greatest reason I am still committed to [straight edge, also known as sXe] is an unfailing belief
that sXe is more than music, that it can be a force of change. I believe in the power of sXe as a bridge to
social change, as an opportunity to create a more just and sustainable world."  —Ross Haenfler, professor of
sociology, University of Mississippi, and author, Straight Edge: Clean-Living Youth, Hardcore Punk, And
Social Change

"An 'ecstatic sobriety' which combats the dreariness of one and the bleariness of the other—false pleasure
and false discretion alike—is analogous to the anarchism that confronts both the false freedom offered by
capitalism and the false community offered by communism."  —CrimethInc. Ex-Workers' Collective

"Less 'get pissed, destroy', more 'use your brain, change the world'. And it's for all ages, too."  —Classic
Rock Magazine

"Kuhn's book can be credited as the first deeply international account of straight edge and perhaps the first to
draw from the voices of women and queer folks as central (rather than ornamental) to the subject's history."
—www.UppingTheAnti.org

About the Author

Gabriel Kuhn is the author of Life Under the Jolly Roger: Reflections on Golden Age Piracy and Women
Pirates and the Politics of the Jolly Roger.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Maria Macdonald:

In this 21st millennium, people become competitive in each and every way. By being competitive today,
people have do something to make these people survives, being in the middle of often the crowded place and
notice by simply surrounding. One thing that at times many people have underestimated this for a while is
reading. Yep, by reading a reserve your ability to survive enhance then having chance to stand up than other
is high. For you personally who want to start reading any book, we give you this kind of Sober Living for the
Revolution: Hardcore Punk, Straight Edge, and Radical Politics book as nice and daily reading book. Why,
because this book is greater than just a book.



Mark Giordano:

Now a day people that Living in the era everywhere everything reachable by match the internet and the
resources within it can be true or not require people to be aware of each facts they get. How a lot more to be
smart in getting any information nowadays? Of course the answer then is reading a book. Reading through a
book can help folks out of this uncertainty Information particularly this Sober Living for the Revolution:
Hardcore Punk, Straight Edge, and Radical Politics book as this book offers you rich info and knowledge. Of
course the data in this book hundred per-cent guarantees there is no doubt in it you probably know this.

Stephanie Matias:

The publication with title Sober Living for the Revolution: Hardcore Punk, Straight Edge, and Radical
Politics includes a lot of information that you can find out it. You can get a lot of benefit after read this book.
This book exist new expertise the information that exist in this e-book represented the condition of the world
right now. That is important to yo7u to know how the improvement of the world. This book will bring you in
new era of the internationalization. You can read the e-book with your smart phone, so you can read this
anywhere you want.

Verna Riddle:

The reason why? Because this Sober Living for the Revolution: Hardcore Punk, Straight Edge, and Radical
Politics is an unordinary book that the inside of the book waiting for you to snap the item but latter it will
distress you with the secret this inside. Reading this book alongside it was fantastic author who also write the
book in such incredible way makes the content inside easier to understand, entertaining technique but still
convey the meaning entirely. So , it is good for you for not hesitating having this anymore or you going to
regret it. This unique book will give you a lot of advantages than the other book possess such as help
improving your ability and your critical thinking approach. So , still want to hold up having that book? If I
have been you I will go to the book store hurriedly.
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