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Grand in its sweep, this survey of the sacred writings of the major religions of the
world offers a thoughtful introduction to the ideas and beliefs upon which great
faiths are built. Under the expert guidance of John Bowker, a religious scholar
and author of international stature, readers explore the key texts of Jewish,
Christian, Muslim, Hindu, Jain, Sikh, Buddhist, Parsi, Confucian, Daoist, and
Shinto traditions. The author discusses some 400 books, among them such well-
known sacred texts as the Bible and the Quran, but also spiritual writings by
theologians, philosophers, poets, and others.

Bowker provides clear and illuminating commentary on each text, describing the
content and core tenets of the work and quoting pertinent passages. He also sets
the writings in religious and historical contexts, showing how they have
influenced—and in many cases continue to influence—artistic, musical, literary,
and political traditions. The Message and the Book is essential reading for anyone
who wishes to understand the meaning and the deep significance of primary
religious texts of civilizations around the globe.
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Editorial Review

Review
"A masterly survey of the major writings of the religions of the world, presenting their canonical texts along
with texts regarded as secondary revelation and other writings from theologians, philosophers and poets.
Grand in its historical sweep and extensive in geographical extent, this richly textured book is detailed,
engaging, clear and original. Anyone wishing to understand the world's religions should read this book."--
Gavin Flood, Oxford University--Gavin Flood (11/08/2011)

About the Author

John Bowker is a former fellow of Corpus Christi College and Trinity College, Cambridge, and of Gresham
College, London. He lives in the UK.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Donald Cortes:

Do you have favorite book? For those who have, what is your favorite's book? Reserve is very important
thing for us to find out everything in the world. Each book has different aim or perhaps goal; it means that
reserve has different type. Some people feel enjoy to spend their time for you to read a book. They may be
reading whatever they acquire because their hobby is actually reading a book. How about the person who
don't like reading through a book? Sometime, man feel need book if they found difficult problem or even
exercise. Well, probably you'll have this The Message and the Book: Sacred Texts of the World's Religions.

Amy Zambrano:

Book is usually written, printed, or outlined for everything. You can understand everything you want by a
book. Book has a different type. As it is known to us that book is important point to bring us around the
world. Beside that you can your reading skill was fluently. A guide The Message and the Book: Sacred Texts
of the World's Religions will make you to possibly be smarter. You can feel much more confidence if you
can know about every thing. But some of you think this open or reading any book make you bored. It is not
necessarily make you fun. Why they might be thought like that? Have you seeking best book or appropriate
book with you?

Jennifer Buster:

Do you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt if you find yourself in the book store? Try
to pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't evaluate book by its cover may doesn't
work here is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not as fantastic as in the outside
appear likes. Maybe you answer may be The Message and the Book: Sacred Texts of the World's Religions



why because the great cover that make you consider with regards to the content will not disappoint anyone.
The inside or content is definitely fantastic as the outside as well as cover. Your reading 6th sense will
directly direct you to pick up this book.

Rodolfo Buker:

The book untitled The Message and the Book: Sacred Texts of the World's Religions contain a lot of
information on the idea. The writer explains her idea with easy approach. The language is very simple to
implement all the people, so do not necessarily worry, you can easy to read it. The book was compiled by
famous author. The author gives you in the new period of time of literary works. It is possible to read this
book because you can read on your smart phone, or gadget, so you can read the book in anywhere and
anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can wide open their official web-site along with
order it. Have a nice read.
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