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Friday, February 12 1993. Two outwardly unremarkable ten-year-old boys,
Robert Thompson and Jon Venables, began their day playing truant and ended it
running an errand for a local video shop. In between they abducted and killed the
toddler James Bulger. The Sleep of Reason is the harrowing, sensitive, definitive
account of this terrible crime and its consequences.

In a new Preface (which considers the re-arrest of Jon Venables in February
2010) David James Smith writes: 'It is as true now as it was then that the murder
has never really been explained and the motive for the crime remains a mystery.
This book, the result of considerable research and a painstaking, sometimes
distressing assembly of the facts, was my attempt to offer some insight and
understanding.'

'Surprisingly evocative, even moving... immensely valuable.' Times

'Dramatic and disturbing.' Anita Brookner, Observer

'Compelling and compassionate.' Times Educational Supplement
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Friday, February 12 1993. Two outwardly unremarkable ten-year-old boys, Robert Thompson and Jon
Venables, began their day playing truant and ended it running an errand for a local video shop. In between
they abducted and killed the toddler James Bulger. The Sleep of Reason is the harrowing, sensitive, definitive
account of this terrible crime and its consequences.

In a new Preface (which considers the re-arrest of Jon Venables in February 2010) David James Smith
writes: 'It is as true now as it was then that the murder has never really been explained and the motive for the
crime remains a mystery. This book, the result of considerable research and a painstaking, sometimes
distressing assembly of the facts, was my attempt to offer some insight and understanding.'

'Surprisingly evocative, even moving... immensely valuable.' Times

'Dramatic and disturbing.' Anita Brookner, Observer

'Compelling and compassionate.' Times Educational Supplement
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Editorial Review

About the Author
David James Smith was born in south London and has been a journalist all his working life. His definitive
account of the James Bulger case, The Sleep of Reason, was first published in 1994 and then in an updated
edition by Faber Finds in 2011. David wrote for Esquire before joining the Sunday Times Magazine, for
whom he has travelled around the world writing cover stories, investigative articles, reportage and profiles.
An article for the Magazine led to his second book, All About Jill: The Life and Death of Jill Dando (2002).
The acclaimed Supper with the Crippens followed in 2005, then came One Morning in Sarajevo - 28 June
1914 (2008), a reconstruction of the assassination of Archduke Franz Ferdinand. His most recent book is
Young Mandela (2010).

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Kelsey Dehart:

Reading a guide can be one of a lot of exercise that everyone in the world likes. Do you like reading book so.
There are a lot of reasons why people love it. First reading a book will give you a lot of new information.
When you read a guide you will get new information because book is one of many ways to share the
information or perhaps their idea. Second, studying a book will make a person more imaginative. When you
looking at a book especially fictional book the author will bring you to definitely imagine the story how the
figures do it anything. Third, you could share your knowledge to other people. When you read this The Sleep
of Reason: The James Bulger Case, it is possible to tells your family, friends and soon about yours guide.
Your knowledge can inspire the mediocre, make them reading a guide.

Yvonne Webb:

In this period of time globalization it is important to someone to get information. The information will make
you to definitely understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the information
much easier to share. You can find a lot of sources to get information example: internet, newspaper, book,
and soon. You can view that now, a lot of publisher that print many kinds of book. The book that
recommended to you is The Sleep of Reason: The James Bulger Case this reserve consist a lot of the
information in the condition of this world now. This particular book was represented how do the world has
grown up. The vocabulary styles that writer use to explain it is easy to understand. The writer made some
investigation when he makes this book. Honestly, that is why this book acceptable all of you.

Francis Gibbs:

A lot of book has printed but it is unique. You can get it by online on social media. You can choose the most
beneficial book for you, science, amusing, novel, or whatever through searching from it. It is referred to as of
book The Sleep of Reason: The James Bulger Case. You can contribute your knowledge by it. Without
departing the printed book, it can add your knowledge and make a person happier to read. It is most crucial



that, you must aware about guide. It can bring you from one place to other place.

Ronald Ruggles:

A number of people said that they feel bored stiff when they reading a book. They are directly felt this when
they get a half parts of the book. You can choose the particular book The Sleep of Reason: The James Bulger
Case to make your personal reading is interesting. Your own skill of reading expertise is developing when
you just like reading. Try to choose simple book to make you enjoy to read it and mingle the feeling about
book and examining especially. It is to be first opinion for you to like to open a book and read it. Beside that
the publication The Sleep of Reason: The James Bulger Case can to be your brand new friend when you're
experience alone and confuse using what must you're doing of the time.
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