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A timeless volume to be read and treasured, The Stone Reader provides an
unparalleled overview of contemporary philosophy.

Once solely the province of ivory-tower professors and college classrooms,
contemporary philosophy was finally emancipated from its academic closet in
2010, when The Stone was launched in The New York Times. First appearing as
an online series, the column quickly attracted millions of readers through its
accessible examination of universal topics like the nature of science,
consciousness and morality, while also probing more contemporary issues such
as the morality of drones, gun control and the gender divide.

Now collected for the first time in this handsomely designed volume, The Stone
Reader presents 133 meaningful and influential essays from the series, placing
nearly the entirety of modern philosophical discourse at a reader’s grasp. The
book, divided into four broad sections?Philosophy, Science, Religion and
Morals, and Society?opens with a series of questions about the scope, history and
identity of philosophy: What are the practical uses of philosophy? Does the
discipline, begun in the West in ancient Greece with Socrates, favor men and
exclude women? Does the history and study of philosophy betray a racial bias
against non-white thinkers, or geographical bias toward the West?

These questions and others form a foundation for readers as the book moves to
the second section, Science, where some of our most urgent contemporary
philosophical debates are taking place. Will artificial intelligence compromise
our morality? Does neuroscience undermine our free will? Is there is a legitimate
place for the humanities in a world where science and technology appear to rule?
Should the evidence for global warming change the way we live, or die?

In the book’s third section, Religion and Morals, we find philosophy where it is
often at its best, sharpest and most disturbing?working through the arguments
provoked by competing moral theories in the face of real-life issues and
rigorously addressing familiar ethical dilemmas in a new light. Can we have a
true moral life without belief in God? What are the dangers of moral relativism?
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In its final part, Society, The Stone Reader returns to its origins as a forum to
encourage philosophers who are willing to engage closely, critically and
analytically with the affairs of the day, including economic inequality,
technology and racial discrimination. In directly confronting events like the
September 11 attacks, the killing of Trayvon Martin, the Sandy Hook School
massacre, the essays here reveal the power of philosophy to help shape our
viewpoints on nearly every issue we face today.

With an introduction by Peter Catapano that details the column’s founding and
distinct editorial process at The New York Times, and prefatory notes to each
section by Simon Critchley, The Stone Reader promises to become not only an
intellectual landmark but also a confirmation that philosophy is, indeed, for
everyone.
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Editorial Review

Review
“This stimulating collection of 133 essays fully validates the New York Times’ decision to launch ‘The
Stone,’ a column devoted to twenty-first-century philosophy in all its perplexing diversity…. The Stone
writers remind readers that long after Socrates challenged his students in Athens’ agora, philosophy still
speaks to our deepest human concerns.” (Booklist)

About the Author
Peter Catapano has been an opinion editor at The New York Times since 2005, where he has developed and
edited several online series, including The Stone, Home Fires?which featured writing by US military
veterans?and Anxiety, a multidimensional exploration of panic, worry and fear. He was recognized for his
work in pioneering blogs and series for The New York Times with a Publisher's Award in 2008.

Simon Critchley is a best-selling author and the Hans Jonas Professor at the New School for Social Research.
His books include Very Little…Almost Nothing, Infinitely Demanding, The Book of Dead Philosophers,
The Faith of the Faithless, Bowie, Memory Theatre and Suicide.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Claudia Weidner:

Do you among people who can't read pleasurable if the sentence chained from the straightway, hold on guys
this particular aren't like that. This The Stone Reader: Modern Philosophy in 133 Arguments book is
readable simply by you who hate those straight word style. You will find the info here are arrange for
enjoyable studying experience without leaving actually decrease the knowledge that want to supply to you.
The writer connected with The Stone Reader: Modern Philosophy in 133 Arguments content conveys the
thought easily to understand by a lot of people. The printed and e-book are not different in the content but it
just different as it. So , do you continue to thinking The Stone Reader: Modern Philosophy in 133 Arguments
is not loveable to be your top record reading book?

Ray Chung:

The book untitled The Stone Reader: Modern Philosophy in 133 Arguments contain a lot of information on
that. The writer explains her idea with easy approach. The language is very clear and understandable all the
people, so do not worry, you can easy to read it. The book was written by famous author. The author gives
you in the new period of time of literary works. You can actually read this book because you can read on
your smart phone, or gadget, so you can read the book inside anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish
to purchase the e-book, you can open their official web-site as well as order it. Have a nice go through.



Tyler Emery:

On this era which is the greater man or woman or who has ability to do something more are more important
than other. Do you want to become considered one of it? It is just simple way to have that. What you are
related is just spending your time not much but quite enough to experience a look at some books. One of
many books in the top collection in your reading list is definitely The Stone Reader: Modern Philosophy in
133 Arguments. This book that is certainly qualified as The Hungry Mountains can get you closer in
becoming precious person. By looking upward and review this publication you can get many advantages.

Stella Carpenter:

As we know that book is vital thing to add our information for everything. By a book we can know
everything we really wish for. A book is a set of written, printed, illustrated or perhaps blank sheet. Every
year ended up being exactly added. This e-book The Stone Reader: Modern Philosophy in 133 Arguments
was filled in relation to science. Spend your time to add your knowledge about your technology competence.
Some people has various feel when they reading a book. If you know how big selling point of a book, you
can feel enjoy to read a guide. In the modern era like right now, many ways to get book that you wanted.
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